
Southern Campaign American Revolution Pension Statements & Rosters 
 
Pension application of Lewis Vallandingham (Vallandigham) W2977 Elizabeth f49VA 
   Transcribed by Will Graves      rev'd 10/26/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have 
been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 
'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have 
been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity 
and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not 
corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to 
my attention.] 
 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, County of Owen: Sct. 
 On this 3rd day of December 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the Justices of the 
Owen County Court now setting Lewis Vallandingham.  a resident of said County of Owen aged 71 
years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in 
order to obtain the benefits of the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the Service of the United States under the following named officers and served 
as herein stated.  That on or about the ___ day of June 1776 he volunteered as a private soldier upon a 
tour of three months in a company commanded by Capt. Jackson who was appointed to guard the town 
of Alexandria in the County of Fairfax, Virginia.  That he went with his said company to Alexandria 
where they were stationed during the whole of the said Tour of three months That they expected the 
arrival of Dunmore the British Commander & former Governor of Virginia and that they were there 
stationed in order to repel any attempt he might make upon the County but he did not make his 
appearance.  That he was not during the said period commanded by any Colonel or Major the Capt. 
being the highest in command.  That at the expiration of his said Tour of services viz.  Three months  
Tour having fully served out the same he was discharged by his officers and returned to his residence in 
the said County of Fairfax and State of Virginia where he resided when he entered the service as above 
mentioned upon his said three months Tour. 
 He further states and declares that shortly after his three months service as above mentioned to 
wit about the __ day of September 1776 being still a resident of the said County of Fairfax and State of 
Virginia he again volunteered as a private soldier upon a three months tour in a company commanded 
by Captain Alexander and was attached to a regiment under the command of Col. Gilpin.  That he 
rendezvoused with his said company and regiment at Alexandria in the said County of Fairfax and from 
thence marched through Maryland to Georgetown in the State of Maryland Now District of Columbia 
from thence to Fredericktown where he was taken sick with the Small Pox and lay sick for one or two 
months That he was informed the army marched to Philadelphia.  That soon after he recovered from his 
said sickness his said Tour of service expired and he was discharged having served three months upon 
this his second Tour and returned to his residence in the said County of Fairfax. 
 He further states and declares that in the latter part of the year 1779 he left his residence in the 
said County of Fairfax and moved to the then County of Kentucky State of Virginia and arrived at 
Boonsborough [sic, Boonesborough] on the Kentucky river early in January 1780 where he remained a 
week or ten days and then went to Boons [sic, Boone's] Station a distance of 6 or 8 miles from 
Boonesborough which station was then under the command and control of Col. Daniel Boone at which 
station he continued under the command of Col. Boone fighting the Indians and assisting to keep them 
in subjugation until about the month of May 1780 during all which time he furnished his own rifle and 
flints and ammunition and clothes and that the situation of the frontier inhabitants and hostility of the 
Indians made it necessary for him and all those with whom he was associated to use the utmost activity 
against the Indians He further states and declares that about the __ day of May 1780 he turned out as a 
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private volunteer soldier on Boone's Station and went under the command of Capt.  John Morgan to 
Stroud's Station which place had been attacked by the Indians He states that he continued at Stroud's 
Station under said arrangement for two months That he volunteered for said  service of six months and 
served the said tour out fully & faithfully and at the expiration then returned to Boone's Station. 
 He further states and declares that soon after his return to Boone's Station as above mentioned 
he went in the month of August 1780 he volunteered as a private soldier in a company commanded by 
Capt. William Hays upon a tour of six months and marched with his said company to the mouth of 
Licking at which point they joined Col George Rogers Clarke [George Rogers Clark] who had 
descended the Ohio River upon an expedition against the Indians.  That he marched with said army 
from thence to Chilicothe which place was taken by the army from the Indians and all the corn 
belonging to them at that point was condemned and destroyed.  That from thence they marched to 
Pickaway where they had an engagement with the Indians and lost 15 men killed dead on the ground 
amongst the number with Capt. McAfee that many of the wounded after they returned to the falls of 
Ohio died.  That immediately after the defeat of the Indians at Pickaway and the destruction of their 
corn the army returned to the falls of Ohio.  He states that he served faithfully during the whole of this 
campaign in his said company and after having finally completed the said tour of six months and 
served the tour out he was discharged and returned to Boone's Station where he remained but a few 
days when there was a call for men to go and assist in the defense of Bryan's Station (about 11 or 12 
miles from Boone's Station) which was like to be attacked by the Indians and he volunteered as a 
private and marched to Bryan's Station under the command of Capt. Craig and as one of his company.  
He states that this service was assigned at the time and expected to be of uncertain duration but that he 
did serve upon that occasion in the relief of said station and assisting in guarding it for the term one 
month and at the expiration of said period of time the said Station being there supposed out of 
immediate danger those who volunteered with him to go to its relief went away and he, this declarant 
remained. He states that Bryan's Station was under the command and control of Col Robert Johnson 
and Capt. John Craig.  He states that the time of his going to Bryan's Station as aforesaid was in the 
month of February or March 1781.  He further states that he continued to make Bryan's Station his 
place of station and residence In the Spring of the year 1782 from this time he first went to it as 
aforesaid and that during said service he was almost constantly engaged in scouting and other small 
expeditions against the hostile Indians in punishing them for their frequent depredations upon the 
inhabitants.  That in the month of May 1782 he recollects to have acted as an Indian spy for about the 
term of two weeks. 
 He states and declares that from the time of his arrival in Kentucky in January 1780 till the 
spring of the year 1783 his rifle was his constant companion and he was not able to recollect to have 
slept one single night during the whole of said period without having it in his arms. 
 He states and declares that from the great lapse of time his old age and consequent lapse of 
memory he cannot make positive statements as to the particular times at which he entered the service 
nor the precise period or length of all his services  but from his best recollection --- he served at the 
times and  in the manner above stated and set forth that from his best recollections had served in the 
Revolutionary War not less than 15 months as a private volunteer soldier 2 weeks as an Indian Spy and 
twenty months as a private soldier at Boone's and Bryan's Station. When he was not engaged upon the 
above mentioned special Tour. 
 He states that he knows of no person living whose testimony he can secure to prove his above 
mentioned services and that he has no evidence whatever of the said services. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and 
declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of any State in the union. 
 Given to and subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
      S/ Lewis Vallandingham, his mark 
 



I do certify that I have been intimately acquainted with Lewis Vallandingham all my life as a son 
almost knows his father and I do certify that for the last 40 years and more he has been a member of the 
Baptist Society and the most implicit belief may be given to his statements and recollections [illegible 
word] part of his services in the Indian wars after the Revolution. 
        S/ R. M. Johnson 
Interrogatories put to the above named Lewis Vallandigham by the Court 
1st Where and in what year were you born? 
Answer.  I was born in Fairfax County Virginia on the 10th day of March 1761 according to the best 
information which I have on the subject. 
2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
Ansr.  I have a record of my [age] at home in my Bible which makes me the aforesaid age. 
3rd  Where were you living when called into service, where have you lived since the revolutionary war, 
and where do you now live? 
Answer.  When I was called into the service upon my first two tours of three months each I lived in 
Fairfax County, Virginia. When called into the service upon each of my three last tours I lived in 
Kentucky. Since the revolutionary war I have lived in the County of Scott part of which was formerly 
called Fayette County, Ky. up to the year 1830 when I moved to the County of Owen where I now live. 
4th  How were you called into the service - were you drafted, did you volunteer, or were you a 
substitute and if a substitute for whom? 
Answer.  I was a volunteer soldier in all the tours of duty which I performed. 
5th  State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you served; such 
Continental and Militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service. 
Answer.  The first Company to which I belonged in Virginia there was no Col. only a Captain to guard 
Alexandria; the second Tour I went under Capt. Alexander and Col. Gilpin in Virginia. I was taken sick 
with the small pox before I joined any other Regiment than that to which I belonged. When I was under 
Capt. William Hays in the tour of duty which I performed under Genl. Clarke [George Rogers Clark], I 
recollect that there was no other brigade than Clarke's.  I recollect Col Logan in Clarke's Brigade.  
During all the services which I performed I received no pay whatever. In the first expedition I went 
with Genl.  Clarke to Pickaway & I received no rations except a little dry corn. In all the time I never 
received one stitch of clothing from the Government. 
6th  Did you receive a discharge from the service and if so by  whom was it given and what has become 
of it?  
Answer.  I do not recollect whether I got a discharge from the two tours of duty which I served whilst a 
resident of Fairfax County, Va. I got a discharge from Capt. William Hays for tours of duty which I 
performed under Genl. Clarke but I do not know what has become of them. 
7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can 
speak and testify as to your character, for your veracity, and their belief of your services as a soldier of 
the revolution? 
Answer.  I will name Samuel Herndon, William Harrison, Sherwood Maddox, Thomas V. Bruce as 
persons to whom I am known and who are my neighbors.  
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
      S/ Lewis Vallandingham, X his mark 
[Thomas V. Bruce, a clergyman, William Harrison, Sherwood Maddox and James Herndon gave the 
standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[f p 18: on January 21, 1846 in Owen County Kentucky, Elizabeth Vallandingham a resident of said 
County, 75, made application under the 1836 act for a widow's pension as the widow of Lewis 
Vallandingham, a pensioner of the United States for his service in the revolution; that she married him 
January 20, 1787; that her husband died February 2, 1845 and that she remains his widow. 



    ] 
 
[f p 19: On January 21, 1846 in Owen County Kentucky, James Vallandigham, 56, gave testimony that 
he is the son of Elizabeth and Lewis Vallandigham; that he believes his parents were married June 20, 
1787; that his father died February 2, since 1845 while a resident of the County of Owen and state of 
Kentucky. 

] 
 
[f pp 21-22 family record: 
    Marriages 
Lewis and Elizabeth Vallandingham were married 28th of June 1787 
George Vallandingham and Weny Davis were married October 1, 1812 
Thomas Vallandingham and Jane Berry were married December 2, 1813 
John Vallandingham and Anna Bainbridge were married May 9, 1816 
James Vallandingham and Judy Scruggs were married June 13 1816 
William Vallandingham and Almeda Bainbridge were married March 30, 1819 
Peter Wigginton and Polly Vallandingham were married December 19, 1821 
Henry B Vallandingham and Armelda [could be Armilda] Bainbridge were married January 13, 1829 
    Births 
Lewis Vallandingham was born March 10, 1761 
Elizabeth Vallandingham was born April 9, 1770 
 their children 
George B born April 10, 1788 
James born January 17, 1790 
Thomas born August 15, 1791 
Nancy born December 10, 1792 
John born December 13, 1794 
William born October 23 1796 
Lewis born October 11, 1799 
Polly born February 14, 1802 
Henry B born June 28 1807 
Edward G born August 27, 1809 
 
Armelda Bainbridge was born 19th of October 1812] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for two-year service 
as a private in the Virginia militia.  Veteran's widow was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum 
commencing February 2, 1845.] 


