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Pension application of Jordan Sellars (Sellers) W25437 Mary Sellers  f41NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      2/3/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina Robeson County: Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions May Term 1834 

On this 27th day of May in the year of our Lord 1834 personally appeared before Thomas 
A. Norment, James Blount & Benjamin Freeman Justices presiding in the Court of Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions of Robeson County in the State of North Carolina now sitting Jordan Sellars a 
resident of said County aged seventy-one years, who being duly sworn according to law doth on 
his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision of the act 
of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he enlisted for twelve months in the Army of the United 
States in the year 1781 about the middle of the month of December – that at the time he enlisted 
he was about 18 years old and was then residing in the County of Columbus in the State of North 
Carolina – that he enlisted under one Henry Cotgraves1 then a Lieutenant in recruiting officer of 
the United States – that he went under the command of Lieutenant Cotgraves to Wilmington in 
this State where he was placed under the command of Captain Samuel Jones a regular officer of 
the Continental troops, and remained in Wilmington for about one month, that before he left 
Wilmington the American troops there collected were about 300 in number, and all were under 
the command of Major Griffith McRae a Continental officer.  That he marched from Wilmington 
under Major McRae along the sea shore by the way of Georgetown into South Carolina to a 
place called Pon Pon which was then the headquarters of General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene], 
that on his arrival at Pon Pon he was placed in the second Regiment of the North Carolina troops 
commanded by Colonel Armstrong [probably John Armstrong], that the time when he arrived at 
Pon Pon was as well as he recollects in the month of March, and but a short time after General 
Greene was defeated at the Eutaw Springs, that he remained at Pon Pon but a short time, when he 
with all the troops under General Greene (about 5000 in number he believes) marched to Bacons 
Bridge on Ashley River in the State of South Carolina where he staid for about 3 months when 
he with all the troops under General Greene (except a guard stationed at Bacon's Bridge) 
marched to Ashley Hill in South Carolina where he remained until the 16th day of December in 
the year 1782 when he was paraded back to Wilmington in this State by Captain Samuel Jones.  
That during his term of services he never was in any battle or skirmishes – That the time at which 
he arrived in Wilmington on his return home was about the first day of January 1783.  That as 
soon as he returned to Wilmington he received a furlough (which he has lost) and returned home, 
after having served for 12 months – the term for which he enlisted – that all the time he was a 
private soldier in the Continental infantry.  He states that he is now 71 years old.  He hereby 

                                                 
1 Sic, probably Arthur Cotsgrave (Cotgraves, Cotgrave) 
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relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and he declares that 
his name is not on the pension roll of any agency or any States – that there is no person to his 
knowledge who is cognizant of his service whose testimony he can now procure before this 
court. 

Sworn to and subscribed in open Court this 27th May 1834 
S/ A. McEachin, clk    S/ Jordan Sellers 

     
[John Small and Joseph C Lee gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[fn p. 29: on June 24, 1834 in Columbus County North Carolina Joseph Catriff, Sr.,2 gave a 
supporting affidavit substantially identical in its recitation of service to that given by the veteran 
above.] 
 
[fn p 29: on June 24, 1834 in Columbus County North Carolina, Edward Davis3 also gave a 
supporting affidavit. 

] 
 
[fn p. 9: On October 29, 1853 in Marion District South Carolina, Mary Sellers, 56, filed for a 
widow's pension under the 1853 act stating that she is the widow of Jordan's sellers a pensioner 
for his service in the revolution at the rate of $40 per year; that she married him in the month of 
July 1817; that her husband died September 9th, 1838 and she remains his widow.] 
 
[fn p. 10: in her bounty land claim filed in 1855, the widow said her name before her marriage 
was Mary Osborne.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 12 
months service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 

                                                 
2 Sic, Joseph Cartright (Cartwright) S8161 
3 Edward Davis S8284 

http://southerncampaign.org/pen/s8161.pdf
http://southerncampaign.org/pen/s8284.pdf

