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Pension application of James Verden (Verdin) W22485 Sarah Verden  f39SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      9/12/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 14] 
   Original Claim 
Declaration in order to be placed on the pension list under the act of the 18th of March 1818 
State of Missouri County of Scott SS 
 On this fifteenth day of October in the year of our Lord 1827 personally appeared in open 
Court in the County Court for the said County of Scott being a Court of record and State 
aforesaid James Verden a resident of said County aged Seventy Three years who being first duly 
sworn according to law, doth on his oath take the following declaration in order to obtain the 
provision made by the acts of Congress of the 18th of March 1818 and the 1st of May 1820.  That 
the said James Verden enlisted as a private for the term of fifteen months on or about the first day 
of June A.D. 1777 in the State of South Carolina and Charlestown [Charleston South Carolina] in 
the company Frank Borkins in the second Regiment of Riflemen commanded by Colonel 
William Thompson [William Thomson] in the line of the State of South Carolina on the 
Continental establishment, that he continued to serve in the said Corps until on or about the first 
day of September A.D. 1778 during the full term of fifteen months from the said time of his said 
enlistment when he was honorably discharged from the service in Charlestown in the State of 
South Carolina.  That he hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension except the 
present, that his name is not on the roll of any State except that made by this application, and that 
the following are the reasons for not making earlier application for a pension.  I lived retired 
where I could obtain but little information and did not know what to do to obtain a pension, 
thinking it more trouble and expense to take the necessary steps to obtain the pension than it 
would be worth, but the increased feebleness of my body and the ability owing to my more 
advanced age making me less able to self by manual labor compels me to endeavor to obtain the 
pension 
 And in pursuance of the act of the 1st of May 1820, I do solemnly swear that I was a 
resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 and that I have not since that 
time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever disposed of my property or any part thereof with 
intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the provision of an act of Congress 
entitled “an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United 
States in the revolutionary war” passed on the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor 
has any person in trust for me any property, or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I 
any income other than what is contained in the schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed 
consisting of one horse of the value of thirty dollars and two heifers each of the value of five 
dollars lately bought and not by me as yet paid for. 
 That since the 18th of March 1818 the following changes have taken place.  I then owned 
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one horse of the value of forty dollars and three cows each of the value of ten dollars, and I 
swapped the horse for the horse I now have when a colt and fifteen dollars and from necessity 
have lived on the money so far as it went.  One of the Cows died, another I killed for meat for the 
use of myself and family, the other from necessity I sold to one James Matley for ten dollars in 
meat for the use of myself and family.  That I am by occupation a farmer and that from my 
advanced age am unable to pursue it, that I have a wife and six children all of whom are married 
and do not reside in this state and are not in a situation to assist me 

 
Sworn and subscribed in open Court on the fifteenth day of October in the year of our Lord 1827 
    Signed James Verden, X his mark 
Attest John P Rutter, Clerk 
 
[p 26] 
State of Missouri County of Scott Sct. 
 This day William Virgin a Citizen of the County of Scott aforesaid to me personally 
known to be a credible and veritable witness, And being duly sworn deposeth and saith that he is 
well acquainted with James Verden at present a citizen of Missouri, and has been well acquainted 
with him said James Verden as far back as his memory will extend, that is to say at least fifty 
years.  He states that he knew the said James Verden when he enlisted in the regular Service of 
the United States during the Revolutionary war; that said James Verdin enlisted for the term of 
fifteen months on or about the first day of June A.D. 1777 in the State of South Carolina and in 
Charlestown in the Company commanded by Frank Barkins in the second Regiment of Riflemen 
commanded by Colonel William Thompson in the line of South Carolina on the Continental 
Establishment, that he continued to serve in the said Corps until on or about the first day of 
September A.D. 1778 during the full Term of fifteen months from the said time of his said 
enlistment, when he was honorably discharged from the Service in Charlestown in the State of 
South Carolina and that this deponent or affiant has seen the discharge of the said James Verden 
since his return from the service aforesaid, and that said discharge was burnt in his father's house 
together with all his father's other household property, And this affiant further states that the said 
James Verden was an active Soldier during the whole of the revolutionary war and that this 
affiant is Confident that said James Verden was never at home a Single day except merely as on a 
temporary visit and that he was always fighting and serving in the ranks of his Country (to wit 
the United States of America) during the whole time and that he but that he was only 15 months 
in the regular Service, and that when he enlisted he was a citizen of Newberry County in the 
State of South Carolina, that said enlistment was previous to the Year 1780 that he has been 
intimately acquainted with said James Verden ever since, that he has never to the knowledge of 
this affiant put his property out of his hands with the purpose of entitling him to a pension or for 
any other purpose – That said James Verden is a man of very low and indigent circumstances and 



that he is very old. 
Sworn to and subscribed before the undersigned at Burton the 25th day of November A.D. 1828 
S/ Geo. C. Harbison, JP   S/ William Virgin, X his mark 
 
[p 37] 
State of Illinois Montgomery County Sct. 
 This day Benjamin Gordon1 a citizen of the County of Montgomery aforesaid to me 
personally known to be a credible and veritable witness, and being duly sworn deposeth and 
saith, that he is well acquainted with James Verden at present a citizen of Missouri, and has been 
well acquainted with said James Verden for upwards of fifty years, He states that he knew said 
James Verden when he enlisted in the regular service of the United States during the 
Revolutionary War, That said James Verden enlisted for the term of fifteen months on or about 
the first day of June A.D. 1777 in the State of South Carolina and in Charlestown in the 
Company commanded by Frank Borkins in the second Regiment of Riflemen commanded by 
Colonel William Thompson in South Carolina on the Continental Establishment, that he 
continued to serve in the said Corps until on or about the first day of September A.D. 1778 
during the full term of fifteen months from the said time of his said enlistment when he was 
honorably discharged from the Service in Charlestown in the State of South Carolina, and that 
this deponent or affiant has seen the discharge of the said James Verden since he returned from 
the Service aforesaid – And this affiant further states that the said James Verden was an active 
Soldier during the whole of the Revolutionary war and that this affiant is certain that said James 
Verden was never at home a single day except merely as on a temporary visit and that he was 
always fighting and serving in the ranks of his country (to wit the United States[)] during the 
whole time and that he was several times wounded during the war, but that he was only fifteen 
months in the regular service and that when he enlisted he was a citizen of Newberry County and 
State of South Carolina, that said enlistment was previous to the year 1780 that he has been 
intimately acquainted with said James Verdin ever since that he has never to the knowledge of 
this affiant put his property out of his hands either for the purpose of entitling him to a pension or 
for any other purpose – that said James Verdin is a man of very low and indigent circumstances 
and that he is very old.  That the discharge of the said James Burton was burnt in his father's 
house, together with all his other household papers as he has always understood. 
Sworn to and subscribed before the undersigned at Hillsborough this 27th day of September A.D. 
1828 
S/ Hiram Roundtree, JP    S/ Benjm. Gordon 

       
 
[p 11:  On August 28, 1838 in Montgomery County Illinois, the veteran applied for the transfer 
of his pension benefit to the Illinois agency describing himself as having served in the company 
of Captain Boykin in the Regiment commanded by Colonel William Thompson.  He gave his his 
reason for moving from Missouri to Illinois that almost all his children now live in Illinois and 
he was desirous of spending his latter years with them.  He signed this document with his mark.] 
 
                                                 
1 Benjamin Gordon S32274 
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[p 7:  On November 7, 1843 in Fayette County Illinois, Sarah Verdin, aged 77 years, filed for a 
widow upon and under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of James Verdin, a 
revolutionary war pensioner; that she married him in the month of August 1784 and that her 
husband died June 18, 1843; that she remains his widow.  She signed her application with her 
mark.] 
 
[p 8:  On November 7, 1843 in Fayette County Illinois, John Casey gave a supporting affidavit in 
which he states he resided in Newberry County South Carolina where he lived a near neighbor to 
James and Sarah Verdin and knows they lived together as man and wife before the year 1794. 

] 
 
[p 8:  On November 7, 1843 in Fayette County Illinois, Jacob Verdin gave another supporting 
affidavit in which he states that Sarah is the widow of James Verdin, a revolutionary war 
pensioner who died June 18th last.  He signed his affidavit with his mark his relationship if any to 
the veteran and/or his widow is not stated.] 
[p 17:  On March 17, 1846 in Fayette County Illinois, Levi Verden and Isaac Verden made 
application for the benefit under the Joint Resolution of Congress dated January 23, 1845 for the 
surviving children of Sarah Verden, a widow and pensioner; that she died a widow on September 
30, 1845; that she was survived by the following children: Elizabeth Davis and Radford Verden 
of Montgomery County, William Verden and Jane Gorden of Christian County, James Verden 
and Charity Ciscoe of Shelby County and Levi Verden of Fayette County, all of the state of 
Illinois.  They signed their application with their marks. 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing November 25, 1828, for service 
as a private for 15 months in the South Carolina Continental line.  His widow was pensioned at 
the rate of $50 per annum.] 
 
[pp 5 & 6 of this file contain images of what appears to be a family register presumably of the 
children of the veteran and his wife.  The images are very poor but here is what I think can be 
seen and deciphered of those images: 



 
Elizabeth Verdin was  
born July 4th 1785 
 
 
James Verdin was born 
July 8th 1787 
 
Jane Verdin was born  
November 3rd 1789 
 
 
Sarah Verdin 
December 25th 1791 
 
 
William Verdin was born  
March 23rd 1794 
 
 
Levi Verdin was born 
April 1st 1796 [? last digit unclear] 
 
 
Margaret  
was born ? 13th 1798 
 
 
Mary Meriah Verdin 
was born Octr. 14th 1800 
 
 
Charity Cater Verdin  
was born May 5th 1803 
 
 
? Cater Verdin  
was born Septr. 25th 1805 
 
 
James Verdin Senr.  
was born August  
the 25th 1756 [? last digit unclear] 
 
 
Sarah Verdin was  
born 

 

 
 


