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Pension application of John Swink W20221  Mary   fn53NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     3/27/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Where the meaning is not 
compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks 
appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates 
that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the 
military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that 
provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, 
and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use 
speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my 
southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all 
misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than 
words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand 
eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[fn p. 10] 
State of North Carolina Burke County: Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions April Term 1833 
 We Ranson P. Cloud a clergyman residing in the County of Burke and Mark Brittain 
residing in same County do hereby certify that we are well acquainted with John Swink who has 
sworn to and subscribed to the above declaration and that we believe him to be about 83 years of 
age: that he is reputed and believed in the neighborhood where he resides to have been a soldier 
of the revolution, and that we concur in that opinion. 
 Sworn to in Open Court the 27th April 1833 

    
 On this 22 day of July A.D. 1833 Personally appeared in open Court John Swink a 
resident of this County of Burke & State of North Carolina aged 83 years who being duly sworn, 
according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
the provisions made by the act of Congress passed on the 7th of June 1832 concerning pensions.  
That he enlisted in the Army of the United States in the year 1781 under one Captain Armstrong 
and served in the __Regiment of the North Carolina line under the following named officers.  
That he enlisted under Captain Armstrong at Salisbury North Carolina on the 2nd or 3rd day of 
November 1781, that the Regiment to which he belonged or a part of it, was stationed at 
Salisbury guarding the public Stores, that my enlistment was for twelve months.  He John Swink 
was by trade a blacksmith and was detained at head quarters (Salisbury) principally engaged in 
repairing the wagons & shoeing the horses of the Army and when not on this duty in guarding 
                                                 
1 BLWt3608-160-55 

http://www.southerncampaign.org/pen/


the public Stores from the Tories.  That in about four weeks after his enlistment Captain 
Armstrong was taken sick & Captain Yarborough took the place & continued in command for 
the balance of the affiant's enlistment when he was honorably discharged by said Yarborough.  
That he does not now recollect that any higher officer than Captain Yarborough ever commanded 
whilst he was in said Service: that he has long since lost his discharge.  That he was never 
marched off from Salisbury on duty atall [at all], but was kept at regular duty at said place from 
the day of his enlistment until the expiration of his term of 12 months when he was regularly 
discharged as above stated.  That at the time of his enlistment he lived in the County of Rowan 
North Carolina where he enlisted & continued to do so until 1794 when he moved to this County 
of Burke & lived here ever since.  That he has no other means of proving the service than that 
hereto attached. 
He hereby relinquishes every Claim what[ever] to a pension or annuity except the present and he 
declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State.  He further states 
that in consequence of his loss of memory by old age & infirmity he cannot recollect the number 
of the Regiment to which he was attached.   

To in open court 22 July 1833    
      John Swink is the above name 
S/ J. Erwin, Clerk 
Questions by the Court answered as follows 
I was born in the State of Pennsylvania about 60 miles above Philadelphia.  I have no record of 
my age.  I was living in Rowan when called into service.  I was enlisted: there were no regular 
officer in command above the grade of Captain where I served as stated heretofore: he and the 
general circumstances of my service was stated and where stationed we were stationed all the 
time at Salisbury & I employed in shoeing the horses & mending the wagons in the service & 
guarding the public & Continental Stores: I had a discharge given me by Captain Yarborough but 
it is lost.  I am well known to Mark Brittain Esquire & Ranson P. Cloud Clergyman who has 
made the foregoing affidavit marked (8) both of whom know me well. 
     S/ John Swink, X his mark 
 
[fn p. 45] 
   State of North Carolina Secretary of State's Office 
 I William Hill Secretary of State in and for the State aforesaid do certify that it appears 
from a list of settlements of the accounts of the Officers and Soldiers of the Continental line of 
this State in the revolutionary war that John Sweeney was allowed for his services in said line, 
the sum of 32 pounds 10 shillings (£32.10.00).  Given under my hand this 19th day of May 1834 
      S/ Wm Hill 
 
[fn p. 17: copy of a marriage bond issued September 17, 1795 in Rutherford County North 
Carolina to secure the marriage of John Swink to Mary Smith.] 
 
[fn p. 18: On December 8, 1849 in Burke County North Carolina, Mary Swink, 75, filed for a 
widow's pension stating that she is the widow of John Swink, a pensioner for his service in the 
revolution at the rate of $40 per annum; that she married him December 17, 1795 and that her 
husband died July 5th, 1849.] 
 



[facts in file: fn. p. 25: the widow was still living in February 1866 in Burke County North 
Carolina when she applied for the reinstatement of her pension benefit as the widow of a 
revolutionary war veteran.  In this application she states that she is 90 years old; that she lives 
with her son, a poor man with a large family; No names of any family members are given in the 
materials in this file.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $40 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for one-year 
service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


