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Pension application of Joseph Wren W18386  Nancy Wren  f29NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 7/4/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 5] 
State of North Carolina, Warren County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions August Term 1832 
 On the 29th day of August 1832 personally appeared in open court before the Justices of 
said Court now sitting, being a court of Record, Joseph Wren of said County aged 75 years who 
being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following statement and 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed 7th June 1832, To Wit: 
some time in the month of June 1780 when a resident of the County of Lincoln and State 
aforesaid, he was a volunteer as a militia soldier – that he was called out to serve & the length of 
service called to perform, is not recollected, that he met at one Robert Alexander's near the 
Tuckaseegee Ford on the Catawba River about the 20th of June of that year, and attached himself 
to the Regiment under Colonel William Graham then of Lincoln County, from thence they were 
marched in pursuit of the Tories in that part of the country, and against the Tories in South 
Carolina, we were scouring the country up and down Broad River, and then we were marched 
[to] a River called Green River the names of the counties not recollected, we caught and took 
Prisoners some Tories at the High Shoals of Broad River and sent them to Salisbury, we caught 
and Took Prisoners many Tories in other places, and all were sent to Salisbury who did not join 
the service, some Joined the service.  In this kind of service under Samuel Martin as Captain he 
served for three months and was then discharged at Beatties Ford on the Catawba River and 
received a discharge in due form as he believes, but he has long since lost the discharge. 
 In the year 1781 in the month of March perhaps the last day of March, he was drafted in 
the militia & served a three months Tour, he met at Warrenton and was then marched to a place 
called Miller's old place to meet other Troops.  From thence, the Troops were marched to 
Harrisburg in the County of Granville & State of North Carolina where they were placed under 
the command of General Butler [John Butler].  From thence they was marched to the High Rock 
Ford on Haw River.  From there the Troops were marched to Guilford Court House where the 
battle was fought called the Battle of Guilford [March 15, 1781].  From that Battle he was 
marched to a place called Troublesome Creek on Haw River near some Iron works; From thence 
he went to Ramsey's mill on Deep River, there the Troops were divided some were sent under 
General Green [sic, Nathanael Greene] to the South the others continued at and about that place 
for some time until the month of May & this affiant was one who remained under General Butler.  
From thence was together with the Troops marched to Wake Court House in the County of Wake 
North Carolina and from thence on to Abernathy's not far distant where he and the other Troops 
were discharged, having served three months.  He received a discharge but has long since lost it.  
He is unable to prove his first Tour of three months because he knows of no one now alive who 
was with him.  He therefore has to rely on his own oath to establish it.  As to the second Tour, he 
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can prove and does hereby prove by the oath of Francis Riggan1 & Frederick Sherrin [sic, 
Shearin2] that he performed that service because they were with him. 
 This affiant is 75 years old he has no Register of his age.  He was born upon Tarripen [sic, 
Terrapin] Creek in the County then called Granville now Warren County North Carolina.  And he 
has continued to live in the County now called Granville in the County of Warren where he now 
lives ever since the aforesaid military service. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim to a Pension or pensions except the present and 
declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of any State. 
      S/ Joseph Wren, X his mark 
 Sworn to in open Court & subscribed 
  S/ Caswell Drake, Clk CC 
Frederick Shearin and Francis Riggan & Joseph Johnson3 maketh oath that they verily believe 
Joseph Wren served a three months Tour of Militia duty during the Revolutionary war 
commencing the first of March or the last of February 1781 that he was at the Battle of Guilford 
and was afterwards discharged at Abernathy's as set forth in his affidavit in the month of May 
following making a three months Tour of Duty. 
 Sworn to in open Court    S/ Frederick Sherrin [sic], X his mark 
 S/ Caswell Drake, CMCC    S/ F. Riggan 

         
        S/ Joseph Johnson, X his mark  
 
[Caswell Drake, a clergyman, and John B. Hawkins gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 9:  On the October 16, 1837, in Warren County North Carolina, Nancy Wren, 86, made 
application for a widow's pension stating  that she married Joseph Wren in the fall of the year 
1780; that her husband Joseph Wren died in the month of April 1833.  She signed her application 
with her mark.] 
 
[p 11:  Elizabeth Brown of Franklin County gave an affidavit that she was present at the marriage 
of Joseph Wren and Nancy Maddins in the fall of 1780.] 
 
[Joseph Wren died April 1, 1833 in Warren County, NC] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4, 1831,for service as a 
private for 6 months in the North Carolina militia.   His widow was pensioned in a like amount.] 

                                                 
1 Francis Riggan S9054  
2 Frederick Shearin S7495 
3 Joseph Johnson S7085 
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