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Pension application of Jesse Webb W18333  Lucretia Webb  f45NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    9/4/09: rev'd 6/14/20 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina Franklin County 
 On this 12th day of September 1832 personally appeared in open Court, before the 
Worshipful Justices of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions for the County aforesaid now 
sitting, Jesse Webb, a resident of said County of Franklin, and State of North Carolina, aged 
about Seventy Six years, who, being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the 
following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832. 
 That he was born in the County of Isle of Wight, State of Virginia on the 29th day of 
April 1756, according to a record of his age which he now has in possession.  That at the time he 
entered into the service of the United States, he was living in that section of Bute County which 
now forms Franklin County State of North Carolina -- that since the revolutionary war, he has 
lived, and is now living in the said County of Franklin.  That he entered into the service of the 
United States as a drafted militia man, for five months, in a company commanded by Captain 
Britton Harris & Lieutenant Edward Richardson, that he marched from Lewisburg to Kingston 
[sic, Kinston] in Lenoir County, thence to Elizabeth on the Cape Fear [River], thence to 
Charleston, thence to Purisburg [Purysburg] on the Savannah River, thence up to Augusta, where 
he crossed over into Georgia, thence down to Briar Creek where the Americans under General 
Ashe [John Ashe] were defeated1 by the British in the confusion of the route, this applicant was 
separated from his company and with difficulty and danger made his way back to Purrysburg at 
which place he was discharged at the expiration of his term of service owing to changes of his 
company officers he does not distinctly recollect the name of the officer who gave the discharge 
which was in writing, but is now lost.  He served six months and more in this tour and recollects 
General Ashe, General Thomas Eaton and Colonel Williams among the field Officers, under 
whose orders he served.  He belonged to the first Regiment that went from North Carolina to the 
South.  He was in no other battle except that at Briar Creek.  He does not recollect the month in 
which he entered the service, but thinks, it was the fall of the year.  He is also not certain of the 
date, but he thinks that Bute County was divided while he was out on duty, the act for which 
purpose, he understands was passed in the beginning of the year 1779 -- He has no documentary 
evidence to prove the above facts but believes he can prove the most material of them by the 
affidavit of Richard Pippen2 hereunto subjoined. 
 This applicant further declares that in a few months after his return from his first tour he 
was hired as a substitute by a man named Bud Lee in a company raised partly in Franklin and 
                                                 
1 Briar Creek March 3, 1779 http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790304-briar-creek/ 
2 Richard Pippen S8960 
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partly in Nash County, for a term of three months in the militia service, that he marched out 
through Wake County to Drowning Creek in South Carolina, thence to Matthews Bluff, at which 
place he was when General Gates [Horatio Gates] was defeated by Lord Cornwallis [Battle of 
Camden, August 15-16, 1780], from Matthews Bluff he was marched back by Drowning Creek 
up to Salisbury, thence to the Yadkin River where he was discharged, he believes by Major John 
Williams, but his discharge is lost.  He acted in this Tour under the orders of Colonel Benjamin 
Sewell [Benjamin Seawell], Colonel William Brickell, Captain Solomon Carter and Lieutenant 
John Davenport.  His company was at Salisbury at the time he received his discharge from Major 
Williams he being at that time, as above stated, at a temporary hospital on the Yadkin [River].  
He was in no battle during this term of service, and does not recollect that his Regiment was 
called by any other name than Sewell's Regiment.  He has no documentary evidence to prove the 
above facts, but he believes the deposition of Thomas Griffin3 which is hereunto annexed will 
prove the fact of service during this tour. 
 This applicant further declares that in the month of February 1781 he volunteered in 
Louisburg in a company commanded by Captain James Richards and Lieutenant William 
Wilhight [William Wilhite] that he marched to Harrisburg in Granville County thence through 
Hillsborough to Guilford Old Court House to the Head Quarters of General Greene [Nathanael 
Greene].  He was in the battle which took a few days afterwards between the Americans under 
General Greene and the British under Lord Cornwallis.4  That his company was placed a small 
distance to the right of the open field through which the British made their attack and saw the 
commencement of the retreat of that portion of the militia who were posted behind a fence.  Soon 
after the retreat became general among the militia and this applicant in the hurry and confusion 
of the retreat became separated from his company, and not knowing at the time where do go, he 
started to return home but hearing afterwards that the American Army was at Ramsey's Mill, he 
returned thither where he understood that during his absence a court martial had been held by 
General Butler [John Butler] and others and all absentees had been condemned to serve for 12 
months.  At Ramsey's Mills, he was placed under the command of Major Pinckney Eaton [sic, 
Pinketham or Pinkethman Eaton] a Continental officer who had charge of all the 12 months men 
under Major Eaton's orders he went to Fort Thompson [Fort Thomson] on the Wateree [River], 
which he assisted in taking,5 he then went to a Fort on the Congaree [River] which had 
surrendered before his arrival, and he marched on to Augusta Georgia where were established 
two forts one commanded by Colonel Grayson [sic, Grierson], a Tory and Colonel Grayson's 
Fort, the other under the charge of the British commanded by a British officer named Brown 
[Thomas “Burnt Foot” Brown].6  That the Americans invested [?] the forts and finally succeeded 
in capturing them.  Major Eaton was killed during the Siege and the command of the American 
troops devolved upon an officer whose name is not recollected.  That soon after this event, 
having served seven months of the twelve months he hired a substitute for the balance of his time 
and returned home.  He had a written discharge from the commanding officer whose name is not 
recollected and the discharge is now lost.  He states that he served eight months in this tour, to 
wit, one month before the battle of Guilford and seven months after he was placed under Eaton's 
                                                 
3 Thomas Griffin S6923 
4 Battle of Guilford Court House March 15, 1781: 
https://www.carolana.com/NC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_guilford_courthouse.html  
5 Probably Fort Watson, April 16-23, 1781 
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_fort_watson_2.html  
6 Siege of Augusta (second/Clarke) [May 22-June 6, 1781] http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/810522-
augusta/ 
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command.  He has no documentary evidence nor does he know any witness to whom he can 
apply, to prove the facts stated as having occurred during this last tour of service. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
      S/ Jesse Webb 

       
S/ S. Patterson, Clerk 
[Thomas Crocker a clergyman and A. H. Davis gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of North Carolina Franklin County: Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions September Term 
1832 
 Personally appeared in open Court Richard Pippen who being first duly sworn according 
to law, deposeth and saith, that he has heard the declaration of Jesse Webb read, that he well 
knew the said Webb at the time he was drafted to serve for five months under the command of 
Captain Britton Harris, that he the said Deponent entered the same company and served with said 
Webb during the whole tour and that the facts as set forth in the declaration of said Webb relative 
to said tour are correct to the best of his recollection & belief.  He does not indeed remember the 
name of the Lieutenant in Captain Harris's company. 
       S/ Rich’ Pipin 

       
 
State of North Carolina Franklin County 
 The deposition of Thomas Griffin of the County of Nash taken at the instance or in behalf 
of Jesse Webb of the County of Franklin both of the County and state aforesaid by me Guilford 
Lewis (at my own house) one of the justices of the peace in and for said County on the 3rd day 
of September A.D. 1832 in behalf of the said Jesse Webb, who served as a soldier of the 
revolutionary war, as being entitled to a pension under an act of Congress.  After being carefully 
examined and sworn to testify the whole truth in behalf of the said Jesse Webb, a private of the 
Army in said Revolutionary war – 
 I Thomas Griffin deposes and saith, (of the County of Nash) that I knew the said Jesse 
Webb as a Soldier of the revolutionary And that he served with me a Tour of three months under 
the command of Benjamin Seawell and William Brickell Colonels of the Army at that time and 
that I knew the said Jesse Webb, as a soldier or private under their command as Colonels of the 
said Army, further this deponent saith not. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the 3rd day of September A.D. 1832 
      S/ Thos. Griffin 

      



State of North Carolina Franklin County 
 Personally appeared before me the undersigned a Justice of the Peace for the County 
aforesaid Jesse Way of who being first duly sworn deposes and saith that by reason of old age 
and the consequent loss of memory he cannot swear positively as to the dates of his service in the 
Revolution except by reference to public events as he has done in his declaration to which this is 
annexed by reference to which it will appear that he states that his first tour of service was in the 
South and that he was engaged in the Battle of Briar Creek where the Americans under General 
Ashe were defeated and that while absent on duty Bute County was divided, which event he is 
informed fixes the tour of service to be the latter and of the year 1778 and the beginning of 1779.  
By further reference to his declaration it will appear that he states he is 2nd tour of service was 
during the time which General Gates was defeated by Lord Cornwallis which fixes this as he is 
informed fixes the period of service to the summer of 1780 -- His last tour of service he distinctly 
stated commenced in February 1781 and continued for eight months thereafter. 
 Sworn & subscribed to the 22nd day of April 1833 
       S/ Jesse Webb 
 
   Raleigh North Carolina Comptroller’s Office November 10th 1845 
I William F Collins Comptroller of Public Accounts in and for the State of North Carolina do 
hereby Certify that the Name of Jesse Webb appears of record in my office as having had a 
specie Certificates issued in his favor for Military Service as follows (viz.) one for Nine pounds 
(£9) See Book No. 176 Page 10 also another for Nine Shillings (9 S) See Same Book page 11 
also Another issued in favor of J. Webb for Seven pounds Fourteen Shillings (£7.14) See book G 
No. 18 page 36 given under audit my hand and seal the day above written. 
     S/ William F Collins, Comptroller 
 
    State of North Carolina Comptroller’s Office 
I William J Clarke Comptroller of Public Accounts in and for the State aforesaid, do hereby 
certify that it appears of record in my office, among the payments made by said State to sundry 
persons for Military services in the Revolutionary War, as follows, to wit: 
Jesse Webb 
Book AM 16, page 66 £62 currency paid by G. Hill Treasurer of Halifax District, no date being 
given the specie value cannot be ascertained; but the depreciation was large during the time of 
his payment. 
Book No. 176 page 10 £9 – Specie 
Book No. 176– S9  
Book No. 176 page 51 £4 
 And the following payment to J. Webb 
Book No. 24 page 50 £14.12.6 – specie 
Book No. 24 page 37 £10.17 
 I further certify that there are large specie payments to Captain Harris & Richardson for 
service of themselves and Companies and also payment to Colonel Benjamin Seawell of 
Franklin County also to Major Pinkeltham Eaton. The foregoing payment to Jesse Webb seemed 
to have been made to a man residing in Eastern part of the State 
 In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal of office this 7th 
day of April 1852 
   S/ William J Clarke, Comptroller 



 
State of North Carolina Comptrollers Office 
 I William J Clarke, Comptroller of Public Accounts in and for the State aforesaid, having 
charge of the records of payments made by said State to sundry persons for Military service in 
the Revolutionary War, do hereby certify in addition to the certificate by me heretofore given 
respecting Jesse Webb, that I find an allowance of £15 S14 Specie (15 pounds and 14 shillings) 
made to said Jesse Webb by the Commissioners of Army accounts for the district of Wilmington 
who sat from the 18th day of October 1781 to August 1783, see 2nd page of their proceedings 
(Wilmington large book). The above evidence is derived from a book lately received from the 
Pension Office in Washington City. 
 In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my seal of office 
this 16th day of June A.D. 1852 
     S/ William J Clarke, Comptroller 
 
[p 8: On March 10th 1845 in Franklin County North Carolina, Lucretia Web, 88 filed for a 
widow's pension under the 1836 act stating that she is the widow of Jesse Webb, a pensioner at 
the rate of $53.53 per annum of his services in the revolution; that she married him April 1, 1777; 
that he died October 3, 1837; and that she remains his widow. She signed her application with 
her mark.] 
 
[p 10: Marriage bond issued to Jesse Webb and Obed Green of Bute County North Carolina on 
March 23, 1777 to secure the marriage of his Jesse Web to Lucretia Taylor.] 
 
[p 4: Power of attorney given by Wilson D. Webb in pursuit of claims based on the claim of his  
mother Lucretia Webb as widow of Jesse Webb, on behalf of himself, his brother George W. 
Webb and his sister Claricy Evans[?]; dated September 9, 1851 and given in Franklin County 
North Carolina 

] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $53.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 16 months in the North Carolina militia. His widow was pensioned in a 
like amount.] 


