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Pension application of William Thurman1 W169 Mary   f44VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     12/12/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[f p. 16] 
State of Tennessee Hawkins County: On this 29th day of August 1832 personally appeared 
before the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of the County of Hawkins & State of Tennessee 
aforesaid William Thurmond a resident of the County of Hawkins and State of Tennessee 
aforesaid aged seventy-one years or thereabout who being first duly sworn according to law doth 
on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made 
by the act of Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he volunteered in the Army of the United 
States under the immediate command of Captain John Miller in the County of Albemarle in the 
State of Virginia on or about the first of September 1780 who was commanded by Colonel Cole 
and General Nelsons Brigade – that he was marched from Albemarle for Yorktown but was 
stopped at Cabin Point on James River to throw up some breastworks from which place he was 
marched back to Albemarle County after an absence of two months and five days or thereabout 
where he remained until about the first day of March 1781 when he was marched again under the 
command of Captain Benjamin Harris for York town under Colonel Lindsey that he was marched 
through different parts of Virginia retreating before the troops under the command of Lord 
Cornwallis until he again arrived in Albemarle where he staid two weeks two provide himself 
some clothing after getting a supply of clothing he was marched under the immediate command 
of Captain Warren to Williamsburg where he remained about 20 days from which place he 
marched to Yorktown to the headquarters of the American Army commanded by General 
Washington at which place he remained until after the surrender of Lord Cornwallis and his 
Army from which place he marched with the prisoners towards Winchester but was discharged 
on the way home and arrived in Albemarle some time in November I think about the middle of 
the month being about eight months and a half during said tour amounting altogether to 10 
months and about 20 days and further that he never received any pay or bounty of any 
[indecipherable word] for any part of the time he was in service nor authorized any person to 
receive it for him.  
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or an annuity except the 
present and he declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state. 
Sworn to & subscribed the date above 
       S/ William Thurman, X his mark 
[Alexander Long and John A. Rogers gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[f p. 37] 
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State of Tennessee Hawkins County: Personally appeared before me John A. Rogers a Justice of 
the Peace in and for the County William Thurman who being duly sworn deposeth and saith that 
by reason of old age and the consequent loss of memory he cannot swear positively as to the 
precise time of his service but according to the best of his recollection he served not less than the 
periods mentioned below and in the following grades.  For two months and five days I served as 
a private.  For eight months and 15 days I served as a private and for such service I claim a 
pension.  He states further he has no documentary evidence and he knows of no person whose 
testimony he can procure who can testify to his services.  He states he was born in the County of 
Albemarle in the State of Virginia on the 27th day of February in the year 1762.  He states he has 
the record of his age now in his possession taken from his Father's record.  He states that he is 
acquainted with Alexander Long and Captain John A. Rogers late of the United States Army on 
the 24th Regiment of Infantry and who is now a Justice of the Peace for Hawkins County in State 
aforesaid also the Reverend William C Reynolds of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  He states 
further that the whole time he served with an embodied Corps called into service by competent 
authority and was during the whole time either in the field or in garrison and for the time during 
which the service was performed he was not employed in any civil pursuit.  Sworn to & 
subscribed before me the 11th day of June 1833. 
      S/ William Thurman, W his mark 
 
[f p. 5: On the 22nd day of June 1849 in Hawkins County Tennessee, Mary Thurman, 79, widow 
of William Thurman filed for a widow's pension under the 1848 act stating that her husband was 
pensioned at the rate of $35.55 per annum for his service in the revolution; that she married him 
in Albemarle County Virginia January 11, 1787; that her husband died April 27, 1848 and that 
she remains his widow.  She signed her application with her mark.] 
 
[Facts in file: the widow's maiden name was Mary Dickerson; she was born September 12, 1769 
the daughter of Thomas Dickerson; the marriage bond issued to the veteran was witness by 
Francis Dickerson and William Dickerson, no relationship is stated. 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $35.55 per annum commencing March fourth, 1831 for 10 
months & 20 days service as a private in the Virginia militia.] 


