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State of Maryland:/ City of Baltimore, Sct:
Be it remembered, that on this Twenty Seventh day of June in the year of our Lord, one

thousand, eight hundred and forty four, before the subscribers, Justices of the Orphan’s Court, for
Baltimore City and County, in the State aforesaid, the same being a Court of Record, personally
appeared, in open court, Ellenor Harper, aged eighty seven years, or thereabout, formerly Ellenor Ryan,
whose maiden name was Ellenor Green, a resident of Baltimore County, in the State of Maryland,
aforesaid, who, being first duly sworn according to law, doth on her oath make the following Declaration
in order to obtain the benefits of the provisions made by the Acts of Congress, passed the 7th day of July,
1838, and the 23rd day of August, 1843, granting pensions to widows of persons who served during the
Revolutionary War; That she is the widow of James Ryan, who enlisted as a private soldier, in Captain
[George] Hamilton’s Company, of the fifth Maryland Regiment, for during the War, and received his pay
from John Hamilton, agent, for the Maryland Line. She also declares that she was married to the said
James Ryan, in the month of March, in the year Seventeen hundred and seventy four, at a Church, in
Baltimore County, and State of Maryland, aforesaid, called manor Chappell. And this deponent further
declares, that her marriage aforesaid was never recorded, to her knowledge, and the only proofs were
those who were present at the marriage ceremony; and that her late husband, James Ryan, aforesaid, died
some short period after he returned home from his Revolutionary services, that after the death of the
husband, James Ryan, aforesaid, she was married to Joseph Harper [pension application MDS1], a
revolutionary pensioner of the United States, that he died in the year eighteen hundred and forty four, and
that she is now a widow.

In testimony whereof this deponent hath hereunto subscribed her name on the day and year firs
above written. Eleanor herXmark Harper

Land Office, Annapolis, 29th October, 1844.
Dear Sir [Mr. Almon Wright], Your letter of the 26th Inst, with one enclosed from J. L. Edwards, Esq’r,
Comm’r. of Pensions, I have just received, and its contents considered. By the Muster roll of the 5th

Maryland Regiment, James Ryan, appears to have enlisted in Captain Hamiltons Company as a private,
but the date of his enlistment is blank upon the roll, I however find upon the roll in the margin near his
name the following entry in red ink, “1st Mus’t. Ap’l. 78 to Birds,” I should therefore infer from this
entry, that he first mustered in Capt’n. [Richard] Bird’s Company in 1778. As to his being noted upon the
roll, as missing on the 16th of August, 1780, I can account for it in no other way, than that the battle of
Camden was fought on that day [Battle of Camden SC, 16 Aug 1780], and I find a number of soldiers,
noted as being killed and others missing, who afterwards appear upon the Payroll, as in the case of James
Ryan, and received their pay up to the disbanding of the Army on the 15th of Nov’r. 1783. From the
Payroll kept by John Hamilton, Agent for the Maryland line, and upon which James Ryan appears to
have received pay up to the 15th of Nov’r 1783. I cannot say, whether it is the same James Ryan, that
appears upon the Muster roll to have enlisted in Capt’n. Hamilton’s Company, of the 5th Regiment,
because the pay roll kept by John Hamilton, does not shew the Company or Regiment to which any of the
officers or privates belonged, but by the Bounty land record, James Ryan, of the 5th Regiment appears to
have had granted him by the State of Maryland, fifty acres of land for his Revolutionary services, and I
should therefore infer, that he must have served to the termination of the War, and is the same person of
that name, that appears to have received pay up to the 15th of November 1783. The rolls are very
imperfect, and I can furnish no further information than what I have already given.

Very respectfully/ Yr. Ov’. Serv’t./ G. G. Brewer [Register of Maryland Office]
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State of Maryland
Baltimore County To Wit

On this fourth day of December in the year of our Lord Eighteen hundred and forty four Before
the subscriber one of the justices of the Peace of the State of Maryland in and for the said county –
Personally appeared James Bailey [W9342], a resident of the said county now a pensioner of the United
States, on account of Revolutionary Services who made Oath on the Holy Evangely of Almighty God,
that he was personally acquainted with James Ryan, an Enlisted Soldier of Captain Hambeltons Company
of the fifth Maryland, Regiment, under the command of Colonel [Benjamin] Ford before the said Ryan
entered And during his Revolutionary services and afterwards this deponent declares that his reasons for
recollecting the said James Ryan more particularly is from the fact of living neighbours with him and
now his widow Ellenor Harper in Baltimore County aforesaid before the said Ryan and himself went in
to the Revolutionary service during which time deponent and said James Ryan belonged to the said
Regiment and served under the command of Colonel Ford up to the Spring of the year 1781 at which
time this deponent left the army leaving the said James Ryan in service  And this deponent further
declares that the said James Ryan fought in the battle of Camden which occurred in the year 1780 when
the said Ryan was made prisoner by the British some short time after which the said Ryan with others
returned to his company and continued in active service up to the time aforesaid after which time this
deponent had not seen the said Ryan untill some short time before the battle of York Town in the State of
Virginia [siege of Yorktown, 28 Sep - 19 Oct 1781] where he found him still in service as aforesaid in
which battle they were engaged, afterwards the said Ryan continued in service untill the disbandment of
the continental army
To the best of this deponent recollection he must of served regularly from 1780 in the summer untill the
end of the war  And this deponent further declares that he knows his widow Ellenor Harper and the said
James Ryan aforesaid were lawfully married sometime or about the year 1774 at the Manor Chapel in the
said county for this deponent was with many others present and an Eye witness to the fact of the marriage
ceremony being performed between the said James Ryan, and now his widow Ellenor Harper, who is
applying for a pension for her first husbands James Ryans services aforesaid and who is at this time a
living in the aforesaid County who after the death of her first husband, James Ryan, she was married to
Joseph Harper  And that he knows her to be the same Identical widow of James Ryan aforesaid

James hisXmark Bailey

Baltimore County  April 17 1845
J. L. Edwards Esq/ Commissioner of Pensions

Sir, My first husband, James Ryan was a regular soldier of the Revolution 5th Regiment,
Maryland line; I was married to him prior to his enlistment. after being several years in the service, he
came home to me sick, on Furlough, and died at home with me in Baltimore County prior to the close of
the war. You know that I have recently received a Pension of 80$ per annum, as his Widow, commencing
4 April 1844 (the day of the death of my late Husband Joseph Harper who was a Pensioner).

I now most respectfully apply for arrears of Pension from 4 March 1831 to said 1 April 1844, on
account of my first Husband James Ryan as above mentioned.

I am aware that a rigid construction of the Act of Congress passed last session on the subject of
Widows Pensions, might militate against my claim. But as it is not on account of Joseph Harper who was
receiving a Pension, but on account of James Ryan who never did receive any pension that my claim is
founded; It appears to me that a liberal construction of said Act will not be a bar against my claim.
Respectfully soliciting your most favorable consideration of my case I am, your most ob’t. servant

Elonor herXmark Harper

NOTE: On 6 June 1844 John Green, about 84, certified the marriages of Eleanor Harper to James Ryan
and to Joseph Harper. On 22 August 1844 Nathan Fitzpatrick [S8469] certified that James and Eleanor
Ryan were married before the war. On 27 Nov 1844 Thomas Johnston, 84, stated that James and Eleanor



Ryan had two sons born before the Revolutionary War. A document in the file states that a search was
made for the marriage record at the Manor Chapel of St. James.


