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Pension application of James Langham1 W11070 Elizabeth Goldsby2  f89VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      8/29/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 14] 
District of Georgia SS 
 On the 6th day of January 1823 personally appeared in open Court being a court of record 
in said District of Georgia – County of Jasper James Langham aged 60 years who being first 
duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain 
the provisions made by the acts of Congress of the 18th March 1818 and the act supplementary 
thereto passed on the 1st May 1820 that he the said James Langham enlisted for the term of 
Eighteen months in the month of April 1779 in the State of Virginia in the Company commanded 
by Captain Thomas Howard the Regiment commanded by Colonel Parker in the line of the State 
of Virginia on the Continental establishment.  That he continued to serve in said Corps until the 
12th May 1780, when Charleston in the State of South Carolina surrendered to the British, where 
he was taken prisoner, that he remained a prisoner with the British about 6 months, then made his 
escape from them; and was retaken by the Tories and delivered to Colonel Brown [Thomas 
"Burntfoot" Brown] in Augusta, where he remained a prisoner 6 or 8 months more, he again 
made his escape from Brown in Augusta, and joined Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Hammond3 in 
the month of August 1781 under whose command he fought as a Sergeant at the battle of the 
Eutaw Springs on the 8th September 1781 – where he received a wound by a ball in his left side.  
That he enlisted under Colonel Samuel Hammond for 10 months, and was honorably discharged 
as will appear by his discharge from Colonel Hammond dated 12th September 1782 
[indecipherable word] 
 And in pursuance of the act of the first of May 1820, I do solemnly swear that I was a 
resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 and that I have not since that 
time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever disposed of my property or any part thereof with 
intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the provision of an act of Congress 
entitled “an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United 
States in the revolutionary war” passed on the 18th day of March 1818, and that I have not nor 
has any person in trust for me any property, or securities, contracts or debts due to me nor have I 
any income other than what is contained in the schedule hereto annexed and by me subscribed, 
viz. one lot of land in the Piney woods, Irwin County 11th district believed generally to be worth 
nothing, four head of cattle, two grown & two small ones, two sows and 9 pigs, and household 
                                                 
1 BLWt84041-160-55 
2 Former Widow 
3 Samuel Hammond S21807 
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property reasonably sufficient.  That he is a farmer and unable to pursue or attend to any hard 
labor, that he is and has been afflicted with a severe cough for a number of years, which as he 
grows older gets worse, that he has a wife about 30 years of age who has been quite sickly for 2 
or 3 years – that he has six children, to wit James Washington 12 years old, John Madison 8 
years old, Mary Ann 6 years old, Marshall Jackson 4 years old, Samuel Hammond 2 years old, 
and Jane 8 months & that none except the oldest could earn his living. 
Sworn to and subscribed in open Court 6 January 1823 
S/ John C Gibson, CCO    S/ James Langham 

        
[the court valued the property listed on the schedule and $34] 
 
[p 86: On April 15, 1825 in Upson County Georgia, the veteran filed another application 
substantially identical to his earlier application in terms of his description of his service, his 
property and his family except that he states that he has an infant daughter named Martha Ann 
added to the 6 children named in his earlier application.] 
 
[p 18: On March 21, 1856 in Conecuh County Alabama Elizabeth Goldsby, 62, filed for a 
widow's pension under the 1853 act stating that she is the widow of James Langham, a 
revolutionary war pensioner at the rate of $96 per annum; that she married him July 24, 1808 in 
Jasper County Georgia; that they were married by Robert Richards, JP; that her name prior to her 
marriage was Elizabeth Martin; that her husband died in Upson County Georgia October 28 
1829; that she afterwards married Elijah Goldsby who died in June 1842 [last digit unclear could 
be 1844]; that she remains a widow; that she had the following children by the veteran: James W 
Langham, Samuel H Langham, John M Langham, Thomas T Langham, Mary Ann Langham, 
Jane Langham, Martha Ann Langham.  She signed her application with her mark.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing April 20, 1826 [last number 
written over could be 1825], for service as a private for 18 months in the Virginia Continental 
line.  His former widow was pensioned in a like amount.] 


