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  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/25/08 rev'd 7/6/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky, County of McCracken 
 On this 16th day of October 1832 personally appeared in open court before Rezin Davidge [?] 
Judge of the Circuit Court of McCracken County now sitting Joshua Gamblin a resident of the County 
& state aforesaid aged about Seventy years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his 
oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefits of an act of Congress passed June 
7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States as a substitute in place of Benjamin Harris for 
six months and served the whole term in the fall of 1777 or 1778, under Captain Kendrick [James 
Kendrick] in Chatham County North Carolina, Lieutenant's name not recollected, Ensign's name he 
believes to be Hodge, he proceeded thence to Hillsboro and joined a Regiment belonging to a brigade 
under command of General Sanders thence to Salisbury, thence to a town called the Pine Tree, thence 
to Savannah and after remaining there a short time in view of the Enemy he marched to a place called 
the Two Sisters [ferry] on the Savannah River near that place he had a smart engagement with the 
enemy and was compelled to retreat across the River under General Clarke [Elijah Clark], he there 
remained in sight of the Enemy until his term of service expired. 
 He then immediately enlisted in the Continental Army under Colonel Skurlock and continued 
watching the enemy along the Savannah River from the Two Sisters to Savannah for the whole term of 
his service which was nine months.  The Captain who commanded the company in which he served 
was named Ramsey, Lieutenant & Ensign's names not recollected, he had no engagement with the 
British during this term of service – when his term of service expired he received a discharge which has 
been since lost.  He then returned to Chatham County North Carolina and remained there about twelve 
months and in consequence of some threats from the Tories of the neighborhood he deemed it safer to 
be fighting the Battles of his Country, than to remain at home, he then joined the Army again as a 
volunteer for six months and served the whole term in a company commanded by Captain Minter and 
joined the brigade commanded by General Davis [sic, William Richardson Davie?] at Salisbury – 
events marched to the Catawba River, where he had an engagement with the British under Generals 
Cornwallis & Tarleton, at a place a few miles below Beatties Ford – on said River – He thence marched 
towards the Yadkin River and joined General Greene's Army on that River.  Thence he marched to 
Guilford Court House, where he had a severe engagement [March 15, 1781] with the British – From 
Guilford he marched through Chatham County in pursuit of the enemy under Lord Cornwallis, who 
was overtaken at York town in Virginia, he was there during the whole of that Siege, and had the great 
pleasure of seeing his Lordship surrender [October 19, 1781] his Army to the Americans under 
Generals Washington & Lafayette at that place he was in the Army twenty-one months in all.  In 
returning home from Yorktown he did not march with his company – and at a subsequent period (the 
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exact time not recollected) he was directed to go to Hillsboro for the purpose of receiving his pay and 
getting his discharge, but was prevented by a severe spell of sickness from going.  He further states he 
never received anything for his services except the bounty of $25 when he entered the service as a 
Substitute. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and 
declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
       S/ Joshua Gamblin 

      
 Sworn to & subscribed in open Court the 16th of October 1832 
Attest: S/ Braxton Small, CMCC 
[Samuel M. Johnson, a clergyman, and Benjamin Bourland gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 15: On April 27, 1854 and Graves County Kentucky, Mary Gamblin, 70, filed for a widow's pension 
under the 1853 act as the widow of a revolutionary war pensioner; that she married Joshua Gamblin in 
1817 in Hopkins County Kentucky by Jesse Ford a minister of the gospel; that her name prior to her 
marriage was Mary OBrian; that her husband died in Graves County Kentucky December 17, 1844. 

] 
 
[p 11:  On September 4, 1855, in Graves County, Ky., Mary Gamblin, 72, filed for bounty land as the 
widow of Joshua Gamblin; that she married (date not stated) Joshua in Hopkins County Kentucky by 
one Jesse Ford, a minister of the gospel; that her maiden name was Mary Obrian and that her husband 
died in Graves County in 1845.] 
 
[p 19:  Orlean Bishop, Clerk of Hopkins County, states that there is record of a marriage bond being 
issued for the marriage of Joshua Gamblin to Polly O'Bryant [spelled in the same document, “OBryan, 
Obryant, OBryant, Obriyant] on December 3, 1817 in that County; Reddick O'Bryant co-bondsman 
with Joshua Gamblin.] 
 
[pp 42-45: Meredith Sisk and Pendleton Sisk gave testimony that they were present at the marriage of 
Joshua Gamblin and "Polly O'Bryan (sometimes called Mary O'Bryan") in 1817.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $70 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 21 months in the North Carolina militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like amount.] 


