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Pension application of Pleasant Sullivan W10265  Milly  f41VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     5/26/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[f p. 13] 
State of Georgia Elbert County: September 19th 1832 
 Personally appeared in open Court before the honorable William H Crawford Judge of 
said Court now sitting for the State & County aforesaid, Pleasant Sullivan of the State & County 
aforesaid aged seventy-five years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 
7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated, my Captain was by the name of Barksdale – or Basdel as called under 
Colonel Gibson – a part of my mess were by the names of Joseph Dobbs, Charles Beazly, a Mr. 
Clark & Jacob Hozby, that I entered as a substitute in the place of John Sutton & served 8 
months & served out my time was stationed at Petersburg a part of the time then at Smithfield & 
then at Portsmouth in the State of Virginia the particular dates I cannot recollect when my time 
was out Colonel Gibson gave me a discharge but it is lost or destroyed, and I then returned home. 
 2nd Tour I was drafted and went in my own place for a three months tour under Captain 
Barksdale & served out my time, except a few days, when I was taken sick and the Doctor 
permitted me to go home – my General in this Tour was by the name of Muhlenberg [Peter 
Muhlenberg].  I did not receive any written discharge for this tour – I have no documentary 
evidence, and I know of no person by whom I can prove my services.  I was well acquainted 
with General Green.  I am well acquainted with William Kelly1 a Revolutionary Pensioner who 
lives a close neighbor and was acquainted with him in the War of the Revolution and am also a 
close neighbor of William Dooly Esquire & Captain Stowers whose testimony is here to the 
Court given for the purpose of strengthening my claim, but they cannot prove my services – I do 
hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declare 
that my name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state.  Sworn to in open Court the 
day & year aforesaid – being the 19th day of September 1832. 
     S/ Pleasant Sullivan 

      
[James Wilson, a clergyman, Thomas Stowers, Wm Dooly & David Dobbs gave the standard 
supporting affidavit.] 
 

                                                 
1 William Kelly (Kelley) W25993 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/w25993.pdf


[f p. 37] 
State of Georgia Elbert County: SS 
 On this 15th day of July in the year of our Lord 1833, personally appeared in Open Court, 
before Dillard Herndon, Isaac Almond, Robert B. Christian and William A. Beck Justices of the 
Inferior Court in and for Elbert County and State of Georgia, now sitting, Pleasant Sullivan, a 
resident of Elbert County and State of Georgia, aged seventy-six years, who being first duly 
sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the 
benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers, and 
served as herein stated. 
 That he entered the service of the United States as a Substitute for John Sutton, as a 
private for eight months, in the year 1780, under Captain Barksdale in the Regiment commanded 
by Colonel Gibson, the day or month he does not recollect, that at the time when he entered the 
service he resided in the County of Charlotte State of Virginia, that he marched from Charlotte 
County to Petersburg, Smithfield and Portsmouth in the State of Virginia, at which last place he 
was discharged after serving 8 months as a private Soldier in the service of the United States 
during the Revolutionary War, that said discharge was given him by Colonel Gibson. 
 That he was drafted into the service of the United States for three months, under Captain 
Gaines in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Reid in the year 1781 the day or month he does 
not recollect; that at the time when he entered into the said Service, he resided in the County of 
Charlotte state of Virginia, that he marched from thence to Petersburg, State of Virginia, where 
he was stationed all under the command of General Muhlenberg, and after serving three months 
as a private soldier was discharged from the service of the United States: making in all eleven 
months that he served in the Army of the United States during the Revolutionary War, that whilst 
in the service he served only with the Virginia Militia, and does not recollect of any Regular 
officer except Baron Steuben, that he has no documentary evidence, and that he knows of no 
person whose testimony he can procure, who can testify to his Service as a Soldier of the 
Revolution. 
 That he was born in the State of Virginia Charlotte County on the __ day of __ 1757 has 
no Record of his age, that he lived in Charlotte County State of Virginia when called into service; 
that he removed from the State of Virginia soon after the Revolutionary War, to South Carolina 
Greenville District where he lived until he removed to Elbert County State of Georgia about 
seven years past, where he has lived ever since and now resides there, that the first time he 
entered into the Service he substituted for one John Sutton, and that the last time he entered the 
service he drafted in the Virginia Militia, that he only recollects Baron Steuben of the Regulars 
who were with the troops, and that he served with the Militia then commanded by General 
Muhlenberg, says that he received for the first Tour of service a written discharge signed and 
given by Colonel Gibson, which has either been lost or destroyed a long time since, and that the 
last time he entered the service he received no written discharge was verbally discharged by 
Colonel Reed, the names of the persons to whom he is known in his present neighborhood, and 
who can testify to his character for veracity, and their belief of his services as a soldier of the 
revolution, he says our William Dooly Esquire, Captain Thomas Stowers, Colonel David Dobbs, 
James Wilson and William Kelly.  He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or 
annuity except the present, and declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the agency of 
any state. 
       S/ Pleasant Sullivan 



[Robert L Edwards, a clergyman, and David Dobbs gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[f p 2: On April 21, 18th 51 in Elbert County Georgia, Milley Sullivan, 75, filed a claim stating 
that she is the widow of Pleasant Sullivan a pensioner of the United States for his service in the 
revolution; that she married him in Greenville District South Carolina in August 1796; that she 
does not remember precisely the day of the month; that they were married by John McElroy, JP; 
that she submits a record2 of the births of her children in support of her claim; that her husband 
died in Elbert County Georgia March 12, 1840 and that she remains his widow.  She signed her 
application with her mark.] 
 
[Facts in file: Veteran was born in 1757 in Charlotte County Virginia where he resided when 
called into service; the veteran married in the 1st week of August 1796 Milly Kelly; the veteran 
and his wife had the following children 
Kelly born July 24, 1797 
Nimrod born January 12, 1799 
Hudson Berry born January 26, 1801 
Sarah Bowman March 27, 1803 
Mary Jones born May 14, 1805 
James born February 16, 1808 
Maria Pennock born July 29, 1810 
Mosily [?] Wharton born March 31, 1813 
? ances Joyce born April 2, 1816] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $36.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 11 months in the Virginia service.  His widow was pensioned in a like 
amount.] 

                                                 
2 the record appears on page 3 of this file but is heavily water damaged and compromised. 


