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Pension application of Willis Whitfield W1013 Rhoda (Rhody) fn31NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/9/10 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
 
State of Tennessee Rutherford County: County Court August Term 1832 
 On this 23rd day of August 1832 personally appeared in open Court before Henry Trott, 
James C. Mitchell and V. D. Cowen Justices holding the said [sic] aforesaid, Willis Whitfield 
aged seventy-one or two years who being first duly sworn according to law, doth, on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed 7th of 
June 1832 -- That in North Carolina Nash County, he was drafted in the service of the United 
States, under Captain Carter he thinks -- He was marched from Nash County -- to Hillsboro -- 
then to Salisbury, and thence to Charlotte -- at this place Colonel Sowell commanded and we 
were immediately marched back to Salisbury -- He is an illiterate man and does not recollect the 
year that he was in this service -- Here he was taken sick and was detained there some time at a 
Mr. Bell and was afterwards discharged at Salisbury, He served during this Campaign three 
months, and was discharged by Lieutenant Gola Nash [?], and after he got so that he could travel 
he returned home. In this year or the year afterwards, in the County of Nash, he volunteered his 
service to the light horse, under Captain William Avan [?], -- and rendezvoused at Nash Court 
house, under Colonel Hardy Griffin -- & he was marched up into the upper part of North 
Carolina, under Colonel Griffin in pursuit of the Tories, and took a man by the name of 
Waterman a Tory and hung him -- and then returned home -- after a service of two months -- He 
was discharged by his Captain Avin [?] -- Afterwards, but he thinks it was in 1782, he again 
joined the service as a substitute in the Continental service for one James Thompson, under 
Captain Peter Becoats [sic, Peter Bacot] -- and was rendezvoused at Warrenton Court house 
North Carolina -- At this place Major Hogg took command of the Corps -- He was marched from 
Warren Court house to Hillsboro, -- and from there to Salisbury -- and then to Ashley Hill where 
we joined General Green's [sic, Nathanael Greene's] Army -- At this place he was detached from 
the company of Captain Becoats, and attached to that of Captain Raiford -- Lieutenant William 
Ford, and Thomas Pastors [sic, Thomas Pasteur], -- Archibald Lytle was the Colonel and Major 
Redding Blount -- commanding the Regiment -- Here he remained some time, and was marched 
to Charlestown under Captain Ranford [sic, probably either Peter or Robert Raiford], of the 
Continental service, in company of a Troop of Light Horse -- This was immediately after the 
British had evacuated the City of Charlestown -- Here he remained some time, and was marched 
under Captain Ranford to James Island, by water -- distance three miles from Charlestown -- 
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Colonel Lytle and Major Blount was the commanding officers of the Regiment -- Then was 
under the command of General Greene who was stationed at Charlestown, at the same place the 
Pensylvian [sic, Pennsylvania] and Maryland Troops, but he does not know what field officers 
commanded them -- After a service of [indecipherable word, probably intended to be "twelve"] 
months he was furloughed and went home -- He was not again called into service -- He got a 
discharge from his Captain Ranford, but he has lost it, and his other discharges. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension except the present, and 
declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid 
S/ J. R. Laughlin, Clk     S/ Willis Whitfield, X his mark 
[John Harris, a clergyman, and Elijah Smith gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
Interrogatories 
 Where and in what year were you born? 
Answer He was born in Nash County North Carolina -- but he does not know what year 
Question 2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
Answer I have none 
Question 3rd Where were you living when called into service, where have you lived since the 
revolutionary war and where do you now live? 
Answer -- In Nash County North Carolina and since in North Carolina and Tennessee 
Question 4th Hal were you called into service, did you volunteer, were you drafted, or were you 
age Substitute, and if a substitute for whom? 
Answer -- drafted and then volunteered and was a substitute for James Thompson 
Question 5th State the names of some of the regular officers, who were with the Troops where 
you served; such Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect, and the general 
circumstances of your service? 
Answer In Nash County North Carolina he was drafted -- and was marched to Hillsboro, then to 
Salisbury and then to Charlotte -- and their Colonel Sowell commanded -- He afterwards 
volunteered and joined the light horse, under Captain William Avan -- and Colonel Hardy Griffin 
commanded -- He was after in service under Captain Becoats and rendezvoused at Warren Court 
house -- and was afterwards placed under the command of Captain Raford -- He was marched 
from there to Hillsboro -- and to Salisbury -- and then to Ashley Hill -- Colonel Lytle and Major 
Blount were the commanding officers. 
Questioned 6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service and if so by whom was it given 
and what has become of it? 
Answer, he received a discharge from Lieutenant Nash -- and from Captain Avin -- and from 
Captain Raford -- they are lost 
Questions 7th State the name of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood; 
and who can testify to your character for veracity, and their belief of your services as a soldier of 
the revolution? 
Answer -- Jesse Stovall, Hugh Robeson, David Patten, Benton L. McFerrin, John Ballard -- 
James Porter, John Wright Humphrey Benson 
 
[fn p. 6] 
State of Tennessee Rutherford County 
 Personally appeared in open Court George Avery,1

                                                 
1 

 a citizen of Wilson County, and made 

George Avery W8335   
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oath, that he joined the service of the United States, he thinks in the year 1782 or 1783, he thinks 
in the latter part of the summer of one of those years, and was at Ashley Hill under the command 
of General Greene -- and he was in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Lytle and Major 
Redding Blount -- it was in the Continental service -- and affiant was in Charleston -- and was 
afterwards transported [indecipherable word] the [indecipherable word] to James Island, -- 
Affiant knows that Willis Whitfield who has sworn to and subscribed the within declaration was 
in the Service, -- in the Continental line of the same Regiment with Affiant, under Captain 
Raford, and served twelve months as he has thus declared -- 
 Subscribed and sworn to this 21st day of August 1832 
S/ J. R. Laughlin, Clk    S/ George Avery, X his mark 
  
[fn p. 8: on January 10, 1840 in Cannon County Tennessee, Rhody Whitfield, 72, filed for a 
widow's pension under the 1838 act stating that she is the widow of Willis Whitfield, a pensioner 
of the United States; that she married him November first 1788; that her husband died September 
3rd 1836; that she has no documentary evidence to support her claim except her family record 
showing her age and the ages of her children.] 
 
[fn p. 10: on January 10, 1840 in Cannon County Tennessee, Levina Whitfield, 67, gave a 
supporting affidavit as to the marriage of the widow to the veteran; that she knows that the 
veteran and his widow lived together as husband and wife having been married when they 
resided in Nash County North Carolina.] 
 
[fn p. 11: family record] 
Ansil Whitfield the son of Willis Whitfield and Rhody his wife was born August 25 day 1789 
Wright Whitfield the son of Willis Whitfield was born March the 20th day 1791 
Christina Whitfield was born November 1st day 1793 
Salley Whitfield was born May the 5th 1795 
Temperance Whitfield was born 26th day of February 1797 
Rhoday Whitfield was born December 27th day 1798 
Thomas Young Whitfield was born February 5th day 1801 
Arthur Allen Whitfield was born January the 30th day 1803 
Willis Whitfield was born January 30th day 1805 
Eli Whitfield was born July 2nd day 1807 
Elizabeth Eason Whitfield was born February 26 day 1810 
Alfred which fear was born the 19 of July 1812 
[entry too faint to read] 
[fn p. 13] 
Rhody Allen the Daughter of Arthur Allen and Elizabeth his wife was born December the first 
day 1767 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $58.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 15 
months service as a private in the infantry and 2 months service as a private in the cavalry during 
the revolution.] 


