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Pension application of John Henderson W10103 Jemima Henderson  f42VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      3/13/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Indiana County of Lawrence Sct. 
Lawrence Circuit Court September Term 1832 
 On this 14th day of September 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the 
Honorable George F Ross President Judge of the Court aforesaid now sitting John Henderson a 
resident of the County & State aforesaid aged sixty-nine years who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of 
the act of Congress passed June 7, 1832.  – That he was born in the County of Louisa in the State 
of Virginia on the 20th day of July 1763, the time of his birth he learns from a Register kept by 
his father and delivered to him.  That he was raised in Goochland County in the same state, & 
there continued till he was first called into the service of his country: In the month of September 
1779 he was called into service in the militia under the command of Captain Thomas Hatcher 
and David Rutherford Lieutenant, that the company of which he was a member went to 
Richmond where Major McGill a Continental officer took the command – that from Richmond 
the party to which he was attached crossed James River to Smithfield in pursuit of the British 
who had been ravaging the country = when arrived at Smithfield no enemy appeared – they had 
decamped – after serving three months on this tour of duty he was discharged (verbally) the way 
militia men generally in those times were discharged.  – Subsequent to this in the month of __ 
the militia were called out in mass and this declarant served with them another tour of three 
months upon the invasion of a British general who afterwards died at Petersburg [General 
William Phillips], this declarant does not recollect his name but thinks it was Phillips, his 
Captain was Humphrey Parish [Humphrey Parrish] and his Lieutenant David Rutherford = one 
company went down to a town called Cabin Point – After a short time part word discharged, but 
this declarant was retained for a three months tour, which he served out.  The name of his 
Colonel was Fleming [probably Charles Fleming] & that of his Major McLuman [Major 
Christian Charles De Klauman], a Frenchman. 
 In the month of __ 1780 this Declarant was again called into service in the militia: his 
Captain was sick and did not go.  Richard Allen was his Lieutenant and under him he marched.  
The name of our Colonel was Taylor, that our Major was Campbell: The party in which this 
Declarant served joined General Lafayette.  After joining Lafayette we were ordered to cross 
York River & moved near the lines of the British in Gloucester County.  This Declarant served 
on this time upwards of three months and near the termination of the siege of Yorktown received 
a verbal discharge.  This Declarant further states that he has no documentary evidence by which 
he can substantiate the fact of his having served the three tours of duty above named nor either of 
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them, and that he knows of no person within this state whose testimony he can procure who can 
testify to his service – 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state in the United 
States. 
 Sworn to and subscribed in open Court the day and year above written. 
     S/ John Henderson 

      
[David S Lewis and John Brown gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 13: March 13th, 1845 in Lawrence County Indiana, Jemima Henderson, aged 80 one years 
past, filed for a widow's pension under the 1843 act stating that she is the widow of John 
Henderson, a revolutionary war pensioner; that her maiden name was Henderson; that she 
married John Henderson on August 3, 1787 in Hanover County Virginia by license; that they 
were married by a Mr. Todd; that she has no family record of her marriage it now being in the 
possession of one of her daughters living in Missouri; that her husband died January 11, 1844 in 
Lawrence County Indiana; and that she remains his widow.  She signed her application with her 
mark.] 
 
[p 11: copy of a marriage bond dated August 2nd, 1787 issued in Hanover County Virginia to 
John Henderson and Thomas Henderson conditioned upon the marriage of John Henderson, 
Bachelor, to Jemima Henderson spinster] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $30 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 9 months in the Virginia militia.  His widow was pensioned in a like amount.] 


