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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.  Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as 
an aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 2] 
S. C. 
C. District [Chester District?; Camden District?; Colleton District?] 
 These are to certify that I have been personally acquainted with Edward McDonald the 
bearer hereof, for several years past, & know him to be an honest, industrious, & good citizen, 
who, without the utmost industry & frugality, never could, with the small pittance derived from a 
poor farm, have supported his numerous family in any degree of decency, but all his 
acquaintances are filled with respect & veneration for the man, more especially, when they know 
that with the blessing of Providence he has atchieved [achieved] the above, under the 
incumbrance of a useless arm, which has often been expensive to him, on account of its breaking 
out & running often since it received the wound. 
 Last spring he called on me for my advice & assistance having received a severe 
conclusion on said Shoulder, after a fall off his own feet, occasioned by one of his horses, while 
putting them into a stable – it inflamed to a considerable degree, but suppuration was prevented 
by much care & attention. 
 He informs me that since, he has been more unable to attend to the duties of his farm than 
formally, which renders him more especially the object of compassion, then at any former period 
– His shoulder was wounded at Rocky Mount,2 in our late glorious struggle for independence, & 
being one of the yet surviving many, who lost their blood for their country & rights – those very 
rights & privileges which we, as a nation of freemen, at this time enjoy; he claims the most 
indubitable right to compassion & support from Americans now in helpless old age – And 
Should the representatives of S. Carolina see proper to make any addition to his former pension, 
they cannot bestow it on any person who merits it better than Edw’d McDonald. 
Nov. 26, 1810    John Curry, M. D. 

      
                                                 
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The “SC” file number, if any, shown on this transcript has been 
assigned by the administrator of this website for indexing purposes only and is not an officially recognized file number. The 
number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number 
assigned by the South Carolina Archives. 
2 July 30, 1780 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_rocky_mount.html  
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[p 3] 
The Committee to whom was referred the petition3 of Edward McDonald Respectfully report 
 That they have considered the Same and have examined the Several Depositions and 
Certificates accompanying the Same and recommend that the prayer of the Petitioner be granted, 
and that the Sum of one hundred and fifty Dollars (which is the Least Actual Sum that he must 
have expended the Several different times that his wounds have broken out) the Allowed Him. 
 Your Committee further recommend one Hundred & fifty Dollars be Allowed the 
Petitioner for the Great Length of time which he Lost while unable to do anything for himself or 
family and that the same be provided for in the properation [appropriation] bill 
 
[p 4] 
    11 Dec. 1810 
The Report of the Committee on Edward McDonald petition 
In the House of representatives 
  Dec. 1718 10 
Resolved that this Ho. do agree to the Report 
Rod. [?] that the Same be Sent to Senate for their Concurrence – By order of the Ho. 
    R. Gantt, C. H. R. 
   to morrow 

                                                 
3 Unfortunately, neither the petitioner's petition nor the supporting certificates other than that given by Doctor Curry 
are still in this file. 


