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  Transcribed by Will Graves     11/13/21 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.  Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as 
an aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 6] 
   No. 63 
James Thurston’s Account of a Horse lost in Militia at Stono [Stono Ferry] in 1779, Amounting 
to 
 [old South Carolina] Currency £11.2.1 
    Stg. [Sterling] £2.11.8 ½  
No Certificate 
Exd. J. Mc. A. G. [Examined by John McCall, Adjutant General] 
 
[p 7] 
State of South Carolina Dr. [Debtor] to James Thustin [sic] 
for a Horse lost in April 1779      £175 per Dn [???] 
      In Currency  £18.2.1 
       Stg.  £2.11.8 ½  
 
[p 8] 
April 20, 1779 
State of South Carolina Dr. [debtor] 
    To James Thuston [sic] 
to one Black horse Lost In the publick Service in the Expedition to Stono appraised to £175 by 
Captain Joseph Hays [Joseph Hayes]2 & James Waldrop  
 
Personally Appeared before me one of the State Justices James Thuston and Made Oath that the 
Above Account is Just and True and that he has Never received any Thing for the Same. Sworn 
to before me this 6th Day of June 1783 

                                                 
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The “SC” file number shown on this transcript has been assigned by 
the administrator of this website for indexing purposes only and is not an officially recognized file number. The number behind 
the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the 
South Carolina Archives. 
2 At the time of the Stono Ferry expedition, Capt. Joseph Hayes was under the command of Col. James Williams of 
the Little River Militia Regiment. 
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S/  John Williams, JP     S/ James Thuston, X his mark 
 
[p 9] 
Petition 
James Thurston 
Senate 
1791 
December 7  Committee 
   Mr. Wadsworth 
   Mr. Simkins 
   Col. Brandon 
 
[p 10] 
To the Honorable the President & Senate of the State of South Carolina 
  May it Please your Honors 
    The Petition of James Thurston Humbly Sheweth – 
That your petitioner in the Course of the last war with Great Britain served his country in the 
character of a private Soldier in a Regiment commanded by Colonel James Williams, with 
unblemished reputation. After the fall of Charleston [Charleston South Carolina fell to the British 
on May 12, 1780] he unfortunately became a prisoner in the hands of the Enemy, and was 
immediately committed to close prison in Ninety Six (now Cambridge) where his punishment 
was much greater than he had reason to expect from a Civilized people; he was while a prisoner 
& in Jail taken with the small Pox, and for the want of such attendance as a human in his 
condition required; and likewise destitute of the common necessities of life, he was entirely 
deprived of the use of both his Eyes. In this unhappy situation, with a wife and two helpless 
babes does your petitioner reside in Laurens County on no other dependence than the Charity of 
his good neighbors for a subsistence, which in process of time must and will prove irksome – 
Your petitioner therefore prays that this Honorable Body will take his most truly lamentable and 
deplorable situation into their most serious consideration, and grant him such relief as may 
enable him to stop the cries of his children, which frequently happens for the want of bread; And 
your Petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray 
Laurens County 
December 1, 1791    Signed for 
      James Thurston 

      
 
[p 12] 
The Committee on the Petition of James Thurston, 
    Report that the facts set forth in the Petition appear true, Your 
Committee therefore recommend that the said James Thurston shall be entitled to receive out of 
the public Treasury of this State the Sum allowed by a Resolution of the 15th of March 1786 for 



freeman having families who have been maimed or disabled in the Service of this State together 
with the arrearages of such Annuity from the said 15th March 1786 
 
[p 14] 
The Committee to whom were referred the Petition of James Thurston 
   Report 
    That they have considered the same and do recommend that said 
Petitioner be put on the same footing as the invalids of the late States Troops, and that the 
treasurers be ordered to pay the same together with such arrearages as would have been due your 
petitioner had he been first put on that Establishment. 


