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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 2] 
The petition of John Barksdale praying payment for services done during the Revolutionary War 
by his [words obliterated] of Thomas Barksdale 
   S/ Henry Johnson 
Rejected for want of merit & vouchers 
 
[p 3] 
To the Honorable the Speaker and other Members of the House of Representatives 
 The humble Petition of John Barksdale of the District of Abbeville in this State Sheweth 
unto your Honorable body – That his father Thomas Barksdale served as a soldier in the 
Revolutionary War until the Siege of Augusta, where he was killed by the enemy.  That he left 
your petitioner and four other small children orphans and that by reason of our minority we have 
never obtained any pay for his services, or such remuneration as was allowed by law to such 
orphans as were under the age of twelve years old – 
 Your Petitioner therefore prays your Honorable body to compensate him and the other 
heirs of the said Thomas Barksdale in such a manner as will do justice to the State as well as to 
your petitioner and the other Heirs of the said Thomas Barksdale and they as in duty [paper 
damaged and text missing, but the missing text would likely read as follows “bound will ever 
pray &c…”] 
 
[p 4] 
State of South Carolina Abbeville District 
Personally came Major Mel Hill and being duly sworn saith that he was acquainted with Thomas 
Barksdale and did see him in the Americans service in the Revolutionary War, shortly before the 
siege of Augusta the said Thomas Barksdale and that he did hear and does verily believe that 
said Barksdale was killed at the siege alluded to and that he was there killed in defense of 
America, and that he did leave a number of Orphans. 
Sworn and subscribed to this 11th day of September 1821 before me 
S/ Edward Collier Q. U.   S/ Mel Hill 

                                                 
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts are available on microfilm at the South Carolina Department of Archives & History in 
Columbia, SC.  They will eventually be available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  The “SC” file number has been 
assigned by the administrator of this website for indexing purposes only and is not an officially recognized file number. 
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State of South Carolina Abbeville District 
 Personally came William Pettigrew and being duly sworn saith that he knew the within 
named Thomas Barksdale to be in the American Service in the Revolutionary War, and does 
verily believe that said Thomas Barksdale was killed at the siege of Augusta while in the service 
of his country. 
 Sworn and subscribed to this 11th day of September 1821 before me 
S/ Edward Collier, q. U  S/ W. Pettegreu2 

      

                                                 
2 Sic, William Pettigrew (Petigru) S21421 
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