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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.  Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as 
an aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 3] 
    State of South Carolina 
To the Honorable the President and Members of the Senate of said State 
 The humble petition of George Sawyer Sheweth 
that he is now tottering under the weight of Seventy years, is poor, & in his old age has to bear 
the infirmities of weakness & pain of a wound he received in the Revolutionary war; Your 
Petitioner, because he is unable to labor & provide for himself, a wife & one Child, asks of your 
body the Annual allowance, granted by the legislature to old revolutionists, if the following 
Services, entitle him to it, – 
 Your Petitioner in this State, enlisted under General Moultrie [William Moultrie], was 
stationed at Fort Moultrie, was in the fort when the British Fleet attacked it, and remained in the 
Fort until after Charleston fell [Charleston South Carolina fell to the British on May 12, 1780].2 
The bravery displayed by the Americans at this time is known to all, during the whole time of the 
Conflict from the duties of a soldier I never Shrunk. When Charleston fell I was taken prisoner, 
& kept in confinement for fourteen Months – during which time I got no other fair than other 
prisoners, which was such as to teach me, that the British are Cruel to their Prisoners – At their 
hand I suffered disease, hunger & thirst, – I however at last effected [sic] my escape, and again 
Joined in the ranks of my Country, & continued to do those duties which I thought were 
incumbent on me as a Soldier; after I joined the Americans the Second time I was shot in the 
Head, behind the right ear & since the wound I have lost all feeling in that part of my head – I 
was at York Town when Cornwallis was captured [October 19, 1781]3 and much other service 
did I do out of this State, Though I say it myself & Should not boast, yet not many fought more 
bravely & constantly than myself – I was wounded only one time – were I not miserably poor I 
would not ask a pension nor would I in poverty had I heart and Strength to labor. I have refrained 

                                                
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The “SC” file number shown on this transcript has been assigned by 
the administrator of this website for indexing purposes only and is not an officially recognized file number. The number behind 
the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the 
South Carolina Archives. 
2 Battle of Charleston http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/800401-charleston/ 
3 This is highly doubtful given that no SC units were at the taking of Yorktown.  
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asking it until now as now is the time I most need it. My time here is but short and it will be but a 
few years at most that I will live on your bounty, if I am placed on the pension roll 
October 25, 1825    S/ George Sawyer, X his mark 
 
[p 5] 
So. Car. 
Lancaster district} 
 I drew the petition of George Sawyer & he left with me a voucher & I think it stated he 
was wounded but I lost it some how & [undeciphered words] he should [undeciphered words] by 
wound, & there was a piece of Silver [?] fixed in it—I have no doubt but he received the wound 
as Stated in his petition. 
Sworn to before me 
this 25 Nov. 1825 
S/ Jno. McKenzie, Q U [John McKenzie] S/ C U Clinton [?] 

       
 
[p 7] 
The Committee on Pensions to whom was referred the Petition of George Sawyer praying to be 
placed on the Pension List, 
   Respectfully Report 
 That the same has been taken into consideration, and your Committee recommend that 
the prayer thereof be granted, and George Sawyer be placed on the Pension List from after the 
Session of this legislature December 1825 
    S/ Wm Douse C of C [Chairman of Committee] 
See Senate Report here with 
 
[p 9] 
The Committee on pensions to whom was referred the petition of George Sawyer praying for a 
pension 
 Report that they have had his petition under their consideration and recommend that the 
prayer thereof be Granted and that he be placed on the pension list  
    S/ ? Benbow, Chairman 
   
[pp 10-11:  Receipts of the $60 per annum annuity granted to George Sawyer, the 1st of which is 
dated June 14, 1828 and the last of which is dated January 10, 1831. The last 2 receipts are 
signed by George Sawyer with his mark.] 


