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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.  Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as 
an aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 10] 
     Philadelphia January 18th 1796 
Sir having been Informed by a member of Congress that you are a Friend to the widow & 
fatherless I write in behalf of the widow and Daughter of the Late Joshua Faning Lieutenant of 
the Frigate Randolp [sic, Randolph]2 that was blown up the Last war having Account of Money 
loaned3 by him to the State of South Carolina I beg you will transmit a Statement from your 
book in what Provision the State has made for the payment of her debts: and Please to Let me 
know In what Manner I must proceed to recover this money for the widow and the Daughter 
Molly Faning. 
 I am Sir your Very Humble Servant 
   S/ James Swain in behalf of the 
    widow and child 

     
Mr. John Lewis Jervays [John Lewis Gervais] 
Loan Officer of the 
State of South Carolina 
                                                 
1 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The “SC” file number shown on this transcript has been assigned by 
the administrator of this website for indexing purposes only and is not an officially recognized file number. The number behind 
the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the 
South Carolina Archives. 
2 Randolph. 32 guns, 1777-78. GWA:701, ND3:90, ND4:164, 497, ND5:497, ND6:1200, ND7:1269, ND8:702, 
ND9:76, 920, ND10:789, Buel:87, SchV:56, C24, Fowler:119, American frigate, Capt Nicholas Biddle, blown up 
on first cruise from Charleston, 7 Mar 1778, in an engagement in the West Indies with a British warship, the 
Yarmouth, Capt Vincent. ND11:1177, Capt Biddle had instructions for William Bingham on Martinique and other 
persons in the clandestine aid business at St. Eustatius, Curacao, Cape François, and Mole St. 
Nicholas.DaviesXIII:1073, XV:44.Volo:89, 90, 91, 112, 132, Capt Samuel Nicholson.Silverstone:4.Paullin:517, 
served 1777-1778.Chapelle:57, many.Coggins:203. https://www.awiatsea.com/Hough/Hough%20List%20Q-R.html  
3 Documents in the file show that Joshua Faning loaned SC £6000 Sterling and £2000 Sterling for which indents 
were issued to him. Those indents indicate that Simeon Faning acted as Administrator of the estate of Joshua 
Faning. 
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