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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 2] 
Petition of Nancy Chapman for a pension 
 
[p 3] 
To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina – 
 Your petitioner most respectfully represents that she is the Widow of Thomas Chapman 
deceased a soldier in the revolutionary War under the command of Colonel Manning [sic, 
probably Captain Lawrence Manning] – that her deceased husband was honorably discharged at 
the close of the War – that he afterwards placed in the hands of his gallant Commander the 
necessary papers to procure for him a pension at the hands of the Federal government – that his 
said Commander departed this life before the object was obtained and in consequence thereof he 
the said Thomas Chapman never could regain the possession of his papers – 
 Your petitioner further represents that she is now over Eighty years of age and in 
destitute circumstances and must respectfully ask that such pecuniary aid as your honorable body 
may be pleased to grant, be extended to her for the few remaining days of her stay on earth – 
 Your petitioner further represents that she was married to the said Thomas Chapman 
during the progress of the Revolutionary war but at what particular period she does not now 
exact I remember. 
 That your honorable body may grant the relief sought for in the humble prayer of your 
petitioner. 
Sworn to before me 
November 16, 1846 
S/ Moses M. Benbow    S/ Nancy Chapman, X her mark 
 
South Carolina 
Sumter District} Personally appeared before me Ja. Richbourg who made oath that she has 
been personally acquainted with Nancy Chapman for about sixty years – that the said Nancy 
Chapman has been an inmate of her house for more than twenty years and that from her 
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knowledge of her character and of many of the circumstances set forth in the within petition she 
verily believes them all to be strictly true. 
Sworn to before me 
November 17, 1846 
S/ M. M. Benbow, Mag.    S/ Ja Richbourg, X her mark 
 
Mary Wise concurs generally in the facts set forth 
S/ M. M. Benbow, Mag. 
 
[p 6] 
The Committee on the military and pensions to which was referred the Petition of Nancy 
Chapman praying a Pension, begs leave to Report that the committee has had the same under 
consideration, and recommends that the prayer of petitioner be not granted. 
  Respectfully submitted 
   S/ John Buchanan, Chairman 
 
[p 10] 
The Committee on Pensions to whom was referred the Petition of Nancy Chapman praying for a 
Pension, have had the same under consideration & beg leave to report 
 That the evidence of the facts set forth in the Petition is insufficient & unsatisfactory. It is 
stated by the Petitioner that she was married to Thomas Chapman her deceased husband & a 
soldier of the revolution, during the progress of the Revolutionary war, but at what particular 
period she does not remember, Your Committee were not satisfied that the marriage took place 
during the service of the deceased soldier and recommend that the prayer of the Petitioner be not 
granted 
    S/ G. W. Williams, Chairman 


