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Pension application of Mathew Vandiver S95001      fn39NC 
   Transcribed by Will Graves      rev'd 7/10/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have 
been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 
'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have 
been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity 
and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not 
corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to 
my attention.] 
 
North Carolina, Iredell County 
 On this 22nd day of February 1833 personally appeared in open Court, being a Court of Record, 
and opened and held as such this day for the County and State aforesaid, Matthew Vandiver of said 
County and State, aged 80 years since the 7th day of March last, who being first duly sworn according 
to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of 
Congress passed on the 7th June 1832; that he the said Matthew Vandiver entered the service of the 
United States as a volunteer militia soldier for the period of five months in the winter and spring of the 
year 1776; in the company commanded by Captain William Knox, of the then County of Rowan, now 
County of Iredell, North Carolina; That they marched from home to the Town of Salisbury in said 
County of Rowan; from thence across the Yadkin River under the command of General Rutherford 
[Griffith Rutherford] whom they had joined at Salisbury.  The troops remained at the Yadkin River for 
some time, and then took up the line of March for Fayetteville in North Carolina, but did not arrive at 
that place till after the Scotch were defeated by General Caswell in the battle at Moore's Creek Bridge; 
The company in which he was under Captain Knox were then ordered to remain at Fayetteville for the 
purpose of guarding the Scotch prisoners and continued in this service till the expiration of this tour: 
that he obtained a written discharge from his Captain but it has been lost or mislaid so that he has not 
been able to recover it. 
 The said Matthew Vandiver further states that he again entered the public service in the 
company commanded by Hugh Hall for the term of three months, in the County and State aforesaid in 
the Spring of the year 1780; That they marched from home to the Town of Salisbury, from thence they 
marched to join General Rutherford on the Road to Charlotte in North Carolina; from Charlotte they 
crossed the Catawba River and proceeded on to the place called Ramsour's where the battle was fought 
the morning of their arrival, but the Troops under General Rutherford did not come up in time to be 
engaged in the battle; after remaining at Ramsour's a few days he the said Vandiver hired a substitute 
who performed the residue of the service, he having been engaged in it six weeks. 
 The said Matthew Vandiver further states that he again entered the public service for three 
months in the year he thinks, of 1780, in the winter of that year as a drafted militia soldier; in the 
company commanded by Captain Hugh Hall; that they marched from home on towards Hillsboro in 
North Carolina; in the County of Guilford they joined other troops under the command of Colonel 
Paisley of that County; they proceeded on towards Hillsboro where the British Army was stationed 
under the command of Lord Cornwallis; Before they reached Hillsboro the enemy's cavalry under 
Tarleton  [Banastre Tarleton] had command of that place; The American Troops being composed of the 
militia, Lee's Horse and the Catawba Indians went in pursuit of Tarleton's horses; They were engaged in 
this pursuit when they met a band of Tories at a place called the Race paths under the command of 
Colonel Piles [sic, Col. John Pyle, M. D.].  These were attacked by the forces under Colonel Lee and 
cut to pieces.  Tarleton's corps at the time of this affair were stationed at O'Neal's about 3 miles from 
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the Race Paths, and on hearing of Pyle's defeat, they pushed off to join Cornwallis in Hillsborough – 
The Troops under Lee pursued as far as they thought prudent and finding they could not overtake the 
enemy, were ordered to stop the pursuit about eight or 10 miles from Hillsboro.  The American Troops 
were stationed in the neighborhood of the enemy for about three weeks, and then Captain Hall's 
company was discharged, having been engaged in this service about six weeks from the time they had 
entered it.  This discharge from this service at the end of six weeks when he had been called out for 
three months, the said Vandiver believes was owing to the fact that he had furnished his own horses.  
He obtained a written discharge which has been lost or mislaid. 
 The said Matthew Vandiver further states that he again entered the service of the United States 
as a drafted militia soldier for the period of three months under Captain James Stevenson of the County 
of Iredell aforesaid; in the fall of the year 1781; that they marched to Salisbury; from thence to 
Randolph County, where they joined Colonel Isaacs; after the Junction with Colonel Isaacs they 
proceeded in different directions through the Country and were engaged in pursuing the noted Tory 
Leader Fannin [sic, David Fanning] or Fanning – they were unable to take this Tory Chief, but did 
capture many of the Tories, with 27 of whom he and others of Captain Stevenson's company, were 
ordered to guard to the Town of Salisbury and to lodge them in Jail.  At the time when he the said  
Vandiver was ordered away to guard the Tories as aforesaid, he obtained a written discharge from 
Captain Stevenson, but not more than two months of his term had probably then expired.  This 
discharge was also lost or mislaid. 
 And the said Matthew Vandiver further states that he again entered the service for the period of 
two weeks under Hugh Hall acting as the Captain or Lieutenant.  In this service they were engaged in 
the pursuit of a Leading Tory called Aldridge, and the party confederated with him.  Also a further term 
of 10 days under the command of Captain David Caldwell when the British had taken Charleston and it 
was reported that they were about to march through North Carolina.  In this service they marched 40 or 
50 miles, on towards South Carolina and the report of the approach of the enemy not being confirmed, 
Captain Caldwell and his company returned home.  From these to last periods of service he does not 
now remember that he obtained any discharges. 
 And the said Matthew Vandiver further says that he was resident in the County of Iredell 
(formerly Rowan) ever since he was about 20 years [of] age; that he thinks he can prove the facts set 
forth in this declaration by sundry persons of his acquaintance; that the depositions of these persons 
when obtained will be hereto annexed. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and 
declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State.  Sworn to and subscribed 
the year and day aforesaid. 
        S/ Mathew Vandiver 

        
 
William Woodside certifies that he is acquainted with Matthew Vandiver, and Served in the 
Revolutionary War with him a tour of duty on Deep River after Col. Fannon [sic, Fanning] & the 
Tories.  Vandiver was at that time under Captain James Stevenson. 
Sworn & subscribed February 22, 1832 [sic, 1833]  S/ Wm Woodside2 
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We, William Stevenson and Henry Steel residing in the County of Iredell State of North Carolina do 
hereby certify that we are well acquainted with Matthew Vandiver who has Subscribed and Sworn to 
the above declaration that we believe him to be about 80 years of Age that he is reputed and believed in 
the neighborhood where he resides to have been a Soldier of the Revolution and that we concur in this 
opinion.       S/ Henry Steel 
William Stevenson3 further says that he served one tour of duty of three months or thereabouts with the 
Said Matthew Vandiver in a Company Commanded by Captain Hugh Hall and he thinks it was in the 
winter or Spring of 1780 [could be 1781].  And has reason to believe that he was at other times in the 
Service of his Country but was not personally in Camp with him except the one tour. 
        S/ William Stevenson, X his mark 
 
[fn p. 13: On April 9th, 1855 in Iredell County North Carolina, Matthew Vandiver, 103, filed a claim 
for his bounty land entitlement as a soldier of the revolution.  This document he signed with his mark.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $35.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 10 months 
& 18 days service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 
                                                 
3 I did not find a veteran by this name who claimed a federal pension for service in the NC militia or Line.  This MAY be the 
only record of this veteran's service. 


