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State of South Carolina 
York District     
      on this 16th day of October 1832 personally 
appeared in open court before Court of Common Pleas & Sessions now sitting James Martin, a resident 
of York District and State of South Carolina aged in his seventy eighth year who being first duly sworn 
according to law doth make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress 
passed the 7th June 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States as a volunteer  in the year 
1775 under Col. Neal [Thomas Neel] and Genl. Richardson against the tories on Reedy River who were 
commanded by Col. Cunningham which body of tories were taken prisoners without any battle being 
fought, that in this tour he served according to the best of his knowledge three months.  He again 
volunteered in the month of June or July 1776 under Captain Francis Ross and Col. Thos. Neal on an 
expedition against the Cherokee tribe of Indians and served under them the whole of the campaign which 
lasted until October during which time he was in the battle fought with the Cherokees at black hole in the 
Cherokee Nation.  He received a captain’s commission in the same Regt . dated about 1st. of Feby 1779 
and served until the end of the war as a captain; and in 1808 he had his house burnt, and his commission 
together with a number of other papers.  He raised a company and went out under Major Ross and Col. 
Neal in an expedition to the State of Georgia during this campaign he was in the Battle of Briar Creek 
when Genl. Ash [ John Ashe] was defeated by the British Genl.Provost [Prevost]  and served in this tour 
three months.  The battle of Briar Creek was fought the 3d. of March 1779.  After the battle of Briar Creek 
before returning to South Carolina he again volunteered in an expedition under Col. Hammonds [prob. 
Col. Leroy Hammond] and Major Ross against the Indians and Tories, came on the Indians at Oconee 
River & fought & defeated them; this battle was fought on the first day of April.1    In June[?], 1780, he left 
the State for N. Carolina with thirteen men when he joined Col. Lock [Col. Francis Locke] of N. Carolina, 
and then proceeded with him to attack the tories at Ramsour’s Mills in the said state when they defeated 
them, this engagement was about the 20th of June 1780.    After this battle he returned to S. Carolina and 
joined Genl. Sumpter at Haglar’s Branch, crossed the Catawba and defeated the British under Captain 
Hook [Christian Huck] at Williamsons __ this was in the month of July2.  Marched to Rocky Mount, and 
attacked the British under Col. Turnbull [Lt. Col. George Turnbull] , and drove them into their garrison3.  
He then crossed the Catawba River and one week after the battle of Rocky Mount defeated the tories and 
the British at the battle of the Hanging Rock4;  he still continued with Genl. Sumpter , and under his 
command, and fought the battle at the Fishdam Ford on Broad River when the Americans were 
successful.  This battle was fought about the 15 th of Decr 5 and about the 22d   of the same month6 he 
fought at the battle of Blackstocks, on Tiger [Tyger] River, where Tarleton was defeated by the Americans 
1780 [sic].  He then joined Col Bratton [William Bratton], who became Col. of the said Regt . and 
continued to discharge his duties as an officer.  He joined Genl. Sumpter near Winnsboro and marched 
with him and attacked the British at their Fort Friday on the Congaree River and  continued to fight the 
enemy for some days.  He then marched down the river until he arrived near Nelson’s Ferry on the 
Santee River when the battle of the big Savannah was fought and still continued in the service until the 
Spring of 1782.  

                                                 
1 Major Francis Ross was mortally wounded in this battle.  See Howell Sellers, FPA 31357 
2 Williamson’s Plantation or “Huck’s Defeat”  July 12, 1780.  
3 Rocky Mount,  Aug. 1, 1780 
4 Aug. 6, 1780 
5 Fish Dam Ford was Nov. 9, 1780 
6 Blackstocks was Nov. 15, 1780  
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 That according [to] the family record made by his father, he was born the 26th day of August 1755 and in 
the State of Virginia 15 miles West of Watkins Ferry on the Potomac River.  That when he entered the 
service of the United States he resided in the District of York S. Ca and that he now lives in the said Dist . 
That he never received any written discharge from service.   
He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present _ and declares 
that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency of any state 
 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and date aforesaid  
   in open court  
 
                                                                                                                       his 
                                                                                                         James     χ    Martin 
                                                                                                                       Mark 
 
A Mc Whorter 
       CCC/QC (?) 
 
[p 10] 
 
    Comptroller General’s Office 
       Columbia August 19th  1846 
 
Book L 
Indent 260 
 
Issued the 9th of October 1874 to Mr. James Martin for 86 Pounds 7s. 1 ½ d sterling for sundries for 
continental and militia use in 1778 – ‘9 –’80 & ’82 as pr. account audited Prinl £86:7:1½ d Annuity Prinl 
£6:0:10 d 
 
Book L 
Account 260 
 
Mr. James Martin  
 His account of sundries & Militia 1778 – ‘9 –’80 & ’82 (viz. 3500 lbs. of Beef amounting to 
currency £312:16:3d  Also the state of South Carolina Dr. to Lieut. James Martin in Maj. Ross’ Regt. 
militia on Duty 60 days by order of Genl. Wilson @45s per day in 1779.  The same Dr. to Capt. James 
Martin for 72 Days duty under the Command of Col. Andw Neal  and Col. Wm. Bratton by order of Genl. 
Thomas Sumter in 1780 @ £3 per day The same Dr. to Captain James Martin for 47 days under the 
command of the Honrable Genl. Henderson at Edisto in Orangeburg District  in 1782 @ £3 per day The 
same Dr. to Lieut. James Martin in Capt. Andw. Lewis’ Company belonging to Col. Neel’s Regt. militia on 
duty in Georgia State, by order of Genl. Williamson 40 days in 1778 @ 45 s per day the whole amounting 
to Currency £911:6:3d Sterling £86:7:1½ d 
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South Carolina 
York District 
                 Personally appeared before one of the undersigned a justice of the Quorum [?] for the District 
of York and State aforesaid James Martin who being duly sworn deposeth and saith that by reason of old 
age and the consequent loss of memory he cannot swear positively as to the precise length of his service 
but according to the best of his recollection he served not less than the periods mentioned below and in 
the following grades.  In the year 1775 he served in Capt Andrew Loves Company, Col. Neals  [Thomas 
Neel] Regt of State militia three months as a private soldier.  In 1776 he served under Capt Francis Ross 
Col. Neal’s Regt. of militia four months as a sergeant in an expedition against the Cherokee tribe of 
Indians during which time he was in the battle fought with the Cherokees at black hole in the Cherokee 



Nation.  In 1778 he received a Lieutenants commission in Capt  Loves Company Col. Neel’s  Regt . of 
State militia and was ordered on to guard the frontiers of Georgia against the Indians in which tour he 
served three months.  On the first of Feby 1779. he received a captain’s commission in the militia service 
of South Carolina in  Col. Neel’s  Regt . signed by John Rutledge the then Governor of South Carolina, 
and served in that capacity until the end of the war, and in 1808 his house was burnt together with his 
commission and other papers.  On the first of Feby 1779. he raised a company and went out under Major 
Ross [Francis Ross] and Col. Neel, militia officers in an expedition to the State of Georgia during this 
campaign he was in the battle of Briar Creek where Genl. Ash [Ashe] was defeated by the British Genl. 
Prevost, and served in this tour three months, this battle was fought the third of March, 1779.  After the 
battle of Briar Creek and before returning to South Carolina he again volunteered as a captain with his 
company under Col. Hammond [Leroy Hammond] and Major Ross militia officers of South Carolina 
against the Indians and tories came on the Indians at Oconee River in the State of Georgia, and fought 
and defeated them this battle was fought on the first day of April 1779. On the tenth of June 1780 he left 
this State for North Carolina (with 30 men).  Joined Col. Lock [Francis Locke]  of the North Carolina militia 
and then proceeded with him to attack the tories at Ramsours Mills in the said state when they defeated 
them.  This engagement was fought the 20th of June 1780.  After the battle he returned to S. Ca and 
joined General Sumpter of S. Ca. militia at Haglars Branch crossed the Catawba and defeated the British 
under Capt. Hook  [Christian Huck] at Williamson’s.  This was in the month of July;  he then marched to 
Rocky Mount S. Ca and attacked the British under Col. Turnbull and drove them into their garrison; he 
then crossed the Catawba and one week after the battle of Rocky Mt. fought and defeated the British and 
tories at the battle of the Hanging Rock in S. ca. he still continued with Sumpter of the S. Ca militia and 
under his command and fought the battle of he Fishdam Ford, on Broad River where the Americans were 
successful, this battle was fought about the 15 th of Decr. 1780 and about the 22d of the same month he 
fought at the battle of Blackstock’s on Tiger River S. Ca. when Tarleton was defeated by the Americans. 
1780[sic]. He was then sent by Genl. Sumpter to conduct Col. Washington & his Regt. of horse to 
Grindley [Grindal] Shoals S.C. when he was joined by Gen. Morgan and continued with them until after 
the battle of the Cowpens, this battle was fought on the 17th or 18th of Jany 1781.  He then joined Col. 
Bratton who became Col. of the Regt. to which the said declarant was attached, and continued to 
discharge his duties as a captain of a company, he joined Genl. Sumpter  of the S.C. Militia near 
Winnsboro, and marched with him and attacked the British at their Fort Friday on the Congaree River, 
and continued to fight the enemy for some days; he then marched down the river until he arrived near  
Nelson’s Ferry on the Santee River when the battle of the big Savannah was fought and still continued in 
the service until May 1782;  he then continued in the service under the command of Genl. Henderson of 
S.C. militia until the first day of Aug  1782.  During the time he served in different grades. He served in 
1775 as a private solder three months & in 1776 four months – in 1778 he served as a Lieutenant three 
months; he served as a captain two years one month and about twenty days; and for such services he 
claims a pension.  He proves by Capt. Robt. Hannah7 who was a Revolutionary soldier and William 
McCarter8 who was one of the soldiers belonging to his Company,  his services during the Revolutionary 
War9  
                                                                                                       his 
                                                                                           James   X    Martin 
                                                                                                      mark 
 
Sworn & subscribed  
before me the 8th day of 
March 1833   {  } 
 
J. M. Martin Q.J.[?] 
 
[There are supporting statements from Robert Hanna and William McCarter but they provide no detail on 
his (or their) service] 
                                                 
7 Robert Hanna  FPA S22290 
8 William McCarter FPA  W4736  
9 For information from late 1780 onward, see James Martin’s statement supporting the pension application of 
George Ross   FPA S1717 
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[There is a statement by James Kuykendal, Clerk of the Court of Sessions and General Pleas for York 
District, South Carolina,  that Capt. James Martin died at his home in York District, South Carolina, on 
February 10, 1836 and that Margaret T. Campbell, his daughter, is his only surviving child and is of lawful 
age]  


