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Pension application of Edwin Hickman Sr. S87121    fn38NC 
   Transcribed by Will Graves    rev'd 5/2/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease 
of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by 
adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional 
notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks 
in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a 
guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events 
have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely 
to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been 
omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets 
my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all 
misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are 
not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 
8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Stokes County 
 On the 15th day of December 1832 personally appeared in open court before the Justices of the 
County Court of Pleas & quarter Sessions for said County, now sitting (being a court of record having 
by Law a seal and clerk) Edwin Hickman a resident of Stokes County and State of North Carolina aged 
70 years on the ninth day of August last, who being first duly sworn according to Law, doth on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June the 
seventh 1832, That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated (Viz.) 
 This applicant states he entered in the North Carolina militia as a drafted soldier for three 
months under the command of Captain Absalom Bostick sometime in the month of June 1780 – that he 
rendezvoused at Old Richmond then the County seat of Surry now included in Stokes County from 
thence marched to Salisbury in Roan [sic, Rowan] County N. C. from thence to Phifer's Mill, thence he 
says he marched and joined General Rutherford's [Griffith Rutherford's] brigade, near Beatties Ford on 
the Catawba [River] thence back to Salisbury remained there a few days, that he then marched to the 
trading Ford on the Yadkin [River], returned to Salisbury and there remained for the space of between 
10 and 15 days.  From Salisbury at he marched southwardly and having been taken sick on the route 
was left by permission left in the care of a Mr. Bluman.  He states that he was in actual service about 
seven or eight weeks previous to his illness and was not called upon after his recovery from sickness by 
which he was disabled or five or six weeks.  This term of service was for three months, the 
performance of which he has no other means of proving but by his own oath.  He further states that in 
the spring of 1781 he served a tour of four weeks under Captain Gaines or Captain Cloud and received 
a discharge from Captain Gaines which is enclosed. 
 He also states that he served a tour of six weeks under the above named Captains, this company 
was attached to the command of General Pickens [Andrew Pickens], during this campaign that he was 
in a battle against the British at Alamance in Guilford County North Carolina.  That he was also in an 
engagement at Whitesell's [sic, Wetzel's] mill on the Reedy fork of Haw River also in Guilford County, 
that he received a discharge for the above tour of six weeks which is also enclosed.  He states that in 
the above stated tours Major Joseph Winston was his Major. 
 In the fall of 1781 that he served a tour of three months under Captain Humphreys in General 
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Rutherford's Brigade and in Col. James Martin's Regiment for which term of service a discharge from 
his Captain is enclosed countersigned by Colonel Martin. 
 He also states that he served a tour of two or three weeks under Captain James, whose company 
was attached to the command of Major Smith & Colonel William Shepperd, he has no means by which 
he can prove the last named tour but by his own oath. 
 He swears that he was born in Culpeper County in the State of Virginia on the ninth of August 
1762 and that when he first entered the service he was living in Surry County North Carolina and is 
now living in the County of Stokes & State of North Carolina and has done since the year 1789, that he 
entered the service as above stated, that he has stated the officers, Regiments, service and all the 
circumstances relating thereto as nearly at this time as near as it is in his power to recollect.  
 That he never received any discharge but what is herein stated and enclosed.  That he is known 
to John Venables Esq. and Joshua Cox senior who can and will testify as to my character for veracity 
and their belief of his services as a soldier of [the] revolution. 
        S/ JohnVenables, JP 
        S/ Joshua Cox 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and 
declare that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency of any State. 
Test:  
 S/ Jas B. Frost      S/ Edwin Hickman, Senr. 

         
 Sworn to and subscribed this 14th day of December 1832. 
       S/ J. S. Venables 
       S/ Jas [?] Winston 
       S/ Jas B. Frost 
 
State of North Carolina, Stokes County 
 On this the 20th day of April A.D. 1855, personally appeared before me, a Justice of the Peace, 
with in and for the County and State aforesaid Edwin Hickman and a resident of the County & State 
aforesaid aged 93 years who being duly sworn according to law, declares that he is the identical Edwin 
Hickman who was a private in the Company commanded by Captain Absalom Bostick in the Regiment 
of North Carolina Militia commanded by Colonel James Martin in the Revolutionary War; and that he 
(see old papers) in (the old papers) County & State of (see old Pension papers) on this __ day of __ A. 
D. 17__ for the term of ___ and continued in actual service in said war for the term to of more than 14 
days and was honorably discharged at __  in the State of __ on the __ day of ___ A. D. 17__ all of 
which will more fully appear on reference to a declaration with the evidence of service filed by this 
applicant in the War department upon which a certificate of pension issued on the 19th day of February 
1833. 
 He makes this declaration for the purpose of obtaining the Bounty Land to which he may be 
entitled under the Act passed the 3rd day of March 1855.  He also declares that he has never received or 
applied for County land under this or any act of Congress.  And that J. Mastin Esq. of Winston, Forsyth 
County & State of North Carolina is duly authorized to prosecute this his claim and receive any warrant 
that may issued thereon.     S/ Edwin Hickman {Seal} 
 
[fn p. 16] 
Camp at Baldwin 
Edwin Hickman a Soldier in Capt Humphres Company 



from Surry Colonel James Martins Regiment 
having faithfully served the 3 months tower 
of Duty to Wilmington and is hereby discharged 
by order of Brigadier Genl. Rutherford 
November 15th 1781 D. Humphres Capt 
 Countersigned Ja Martin Col 

 
 
[fn p. 17] 
June[?] the 24th Day 1781 N. Carolina Surry County 
This may Cartify that Edwin Hickman Sarved Six 
Weeks Last spring ? Which was to be Considered in part 
of a tower of Duuty By order of Jenaral Davason 
When the British Mached throw this State Given  
Under my hand   James Gains Capt 

 
[fn p. 20] 
Sept the 23d 1781 N. Carolina 
This may Cartify that Mr Edwin Hickman  
Served for weekes Last Spring in part of  
the ? with ? pickkins against 
the British in this State Given under 
My hand James Gaines Capt 
    55 



 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $29.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 8 months 
and 24 days service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


