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Virginia  to wit
At a Court Continued and held for the County of Hampshire the 18 day of August 1818: George

Eskridge Sr resident in the said county came into court and declared upon Oath in order to obtain the
provisions made by the late act of Congress entitled “An act to provide for certain persons engaged in the
land and naval service of the  United States in the revolutionary War that he the said George Eskridge
was commissioned an Ensign some time in the year 1776 in the 15 Virginia regiment on the continental
establishment commanded by Colonel David Mason at that time & afterwards by Colonel [James] Innes 
that he was attached to Captain Edward Hulls [sic: Edwin Hull’s, pension application W14316] Company 
that at the time he entered the service he resided in the County of Northumberland Virginia  that he
continued in said service after said regiment was reduced untill September or October 1777 [sic: 1778]
when he resigned his commission to General George Washington at the white plains  that he is 61 years
of age & now resides in Hampshire County Virginia  also that he has sundry notes & certificates shewing
that he was in said service. that he is now in reduced circumstances and stands in need of the assisstance
of his country for support and that he has no other evidence now in his power of said Service.

Ordered that it be certified that it appears to the satisfaction of the Court that the said George
Eskridge did serve in the revolutionary war as stated in the preceeding declaration against the common
enemy for upwards of nine months and that he is in reduced circumstances & stands in need of the
assisstance of his Country for support & that the proceedings & testimony aforesaid be transmitted to the
office of the Secretary of War pursuant to the directions of said act of Congress.

At a Court continued & held for Hampshire County the 22d Nov’r 1820
Present

William Fox  George Sharfe  John McDonell  David Gibson & Frederick Shutz  Gent[leme]n Justices
On the 22d day of November 1820 personally appeared in open Court it being a Court of  Record George
Eskridge aged Sixty four years in February next resident in Hampshire County Va who being first duly
sworn acording to Law doth on his oath declare that he served in the Revolutionary war as follows. That
in the year 1776 he was commissioned as an Ensign and served in the 15th Virginia Regiment on the
continental establishment Commanded by Colo David Mason and afterwards by Colo Innes  that he was
attached to a company under the command of Captain Edward Hull  Capt George L Turberville [sic:
George Lee Turbeville BLWt2153-300]  & others  that at the time he entered the Service he was a
resident in the County of Northumberland Virginia  that he continued in said Service after the said
Regiment was reduced [14 Sep 1778] untill September or October 1777 or 1778 when he resigned his
Commission to Genl G Washington at the white plains which will more fully appear by his original
decleration filed in the war office dated the 15th day of September 1819 upon which he has obtained a
certificate of pension numbered 14725 and he did solemnly swear that he was a resident Citizen of the
United States on the 18th day of March 1818 and that he has not since that time by gift sale or in any
manner disposed of his property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring
himself within the provisions of an act of Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons
engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the Revolutionary War” passed on the 18th

day of March 1818 and that he has not nor has any person in trust for him any property or securities
contracts or debts due to him nor has he any income other than what is contained in the Schedule hereto
annexed and by him subscribed  viz  One Horse Saddle & Bridle worth about one hundred Dollars. That
the debts he ows and for which he is Bound as Security will amount to between two & three thousand
Dollars. That he has no family and that in consequence of his age is unable to Support himself. And it is
ordered to be Certified that the total amount in value of the property exhibited in the
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Mr. Eskridge informed me that he had bought a Negro fellow, and intended to pay for him in March out
of his pension money. He is not included in the schedule. For this reason the case was directed by the
Sec’y. [probably Secretary of War] to be suspended. J. L. E. [James L. Edwards, Chief Pension Clerk] 24
feb. 1821

State of Virginia }
Clarke County }  S.S.
On this 26th day of Feb’y 1838 personally appeared before the Court of said County, George Eskridge a
resident of said in the said State of Virginia, age 80 years and upwards, who being first duly sworn
according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain the benefit of the
provision made by the Act of Congress, passed June 7th 1832. He states that when the affair of Dunmore
about the magazine broke out at Williamsburg [Lord Dunmore’s ordering the seizure of gunpowder, 21
Apr 1775] he volunteered as a Lt. Dragoon under Cap. P. P. Thornton [Peter Presley Thornton; Presley
Thornton BLWt553-300] of Northumberland County Va and entered service – that was in 1775 – after
the expiration of that service he volunteered under Cap. Thomas Jones of same Co. as a minuteman and
whilst engaged in that service was commissioned an Ensign, in the 15th Reg’t Virginia Troops, on or
about the formation of the regular Army. This was in 1776. After serving in that Capacity for a
considerable period he was promoted to a Lieutenancy in the same Regiment which was commanded by
Col. David Mason and he belonged to the company commanded by Cap. Edwin Hull. That his said
service as Lieutenant commenced 1st Jan’y. 1777 and continued until his appointment as a captain in the
militia of said county. During this period he was actively engaged in the Northen service till the fall of
1778 when he was sent to Virg’a. on the recruiting service for the regular Army. And in this service
continued actively engaged till coms’d. as a Captain as aforsaid. The recruiting service at the period
refered to, when this declarant was engaged in it was a laborious, difficult, expensive, and in some
instances a hazardous business. This declarant avers that he never received a cent from Government for
his services after his return from the Northern Army – and in many instances he advanced recruiting
money to a large amount which was never re-imbursed to him. He further states that whilst he was
engaged in said service Cap. Edwin Hull was killed at Northumberland Court House by a rioter, who
with many others had rebelled againt the raising of soldiers by draft from the Militia to supply the regular
regiments. He declares that he was commissioned as a Captain of Militia immediately after the 9th August
1779 and continued to serve as Lieut up to the time when he qualified as Captain, and then entered on his
active duties in that Station. That the frequency of the visits of portions of the enemies fleet in the waters
bordering on the country where declarant then was, made it necessary to keep up a continual militia force
for the safety of the country – and this declarant when prevailed on to accept of a commission in the
militia, was governed in so doing by the necessity under which the country labored for immediate and
active defence by experienced officers. He avers that the acceptance of a militia Commission was to
enable him to be more immediately useful in the defence of that Section of his Country. All of which he
could without difficulty prove by documents which were once in his possession, if he now had them –
but he, trusting to an agent employed by him some years since to obtain his pay from Virginia (one Abel
Westfall) and of more recent date to another agent of the name of John B. White, to procure an increase
of his pension he delivered to them all the papers considered of any importance, such as his Col’s. orders
– & rolls of the army – or lists of the troops, and many others not now recollected, and they are lost, and
this declarant has been thus far entirely baffled in regaining possession of any of them. That exhibition of
actual & positive proof under the circumstances would therefor be impracticable – and he is conscious of
not being able to prove the full extent of his services. He visited the section of country where he
performed his recruiting, and his militia service some time since and found nearly all his old acquatances
dead or removed to distant places, and but one who could give any account of his services – but he was
not with declarant in the militia except at the Seige of York. But this declarant has found amongst the
remnant of his old papers the receipt of Abel Westfall, for this declarant’s account for his last services,
and this is the only voucher which he exhibit for the duration of his militia service as Captain. That



receipt shews the balance due this declarant on the score of services to have been £115.13.4, which of
itself proves actual service of 10 months or thereabouts, but his services as Captain was more that 10
months, and if this declarant had his lost papers he could prove that fact. He further states that for his
services in the regular army he has recently been allowed the Virginia land bounty of 2666b acres for a
service of 3 years according to the laws and customs of that stated. He herewith exhibits proof of such
allowance also a certified copy of the evidence which he presented to the Executive of Virg’a. And on
the Documents now filed, and his statement, which he has made as full, and at the same time as particular
as he could considering the nature of the subject, and the great lapse of time & loss of memory, he founds
his present application for a pension under the Act of 1832 – and most respectfully begs leave to say that
he feels consciencious in praying, that the the amount of pension now asked for, may be ascertained,
first, as for a Captain’s services in the militia for 10 months – and that the remainder of the 2 years may
be estimated as for a Lt’s. services, to with 14 months. This declarant never had knowledge of the fact
that he could claim for his services in the militia till lately. He herewith surrenders his old pension
certificate.
He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or an annuity, except the present, and he
declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of any Agency in any State, except the agency in the
State of Virginia.

[The following are from bounty-warrant records in the Library of Virginia.]

Know all men by these presents that we George Eskridge and William Eskridge of the County of
Northumberland and St. Stephen’s Parish are  held and firmly bound unto Edwin Hull of the County and
Parish aforesaid in the full and just sum of Four Hundred and Twenty Six Dollars and Two Thirds of one
Dollar to be paid to the said Edwin Hull his Heirs &c. or to his [illegible word] Attorney To the which
paiment will and truly to be made we do bind ourselves our Heirs &c. Sealed with our Seals and dated
this Seventeenth Day of December One Thousan Seven Hundred and Seventy Six.
The condition of the Above Obligation is such that whereas the above bound George Eskridge hath
received of the s’d Edwin Hull Two Hundred and Thirteen Dollars and one Third of one Dollar in order
to recruit and enlist Ten men to serve as Soldiers in the Continental Army agreable to an Act of the
general Assembly of the commonwealth of Virginia – Now if the above bound George Eskridge or his
Heirs &c do well and truly return the money that remains provided he does not Enlist the s’d. Ten men
that is to say the s’d. Eskridge is to be allowed Twent Dollars for enlisting each Man and One Dollar and
one Third of a Dollar also for each Man he enlists for recruiting money and return the overpluss to the
s’d. Hull or to his Heirs &c, provided he the said above bound George Eskridge should not enlist the
aforesaid number of Ten Men that then and in such case the Above Obligation be void except to remain
in full force and virty Geo Eskridge Ensign
Sealed and Delivered in presence of
Thomas Watson/ George Rogers

January 4, 1777. Then Receiv’d of Geo Eskridge Ensign the [enlistment] Bounty of 20 Dollars I say
Receiv’d by me Martin hisXmark Sebastin [Martin Sebastion; Martin Sebastine]

signed William Clark

January 23rd 1777 Then Receivd of Geo Eskridge Ensign the [enlistment] Bounty of 20 Dollars I say
Receivd by me Thos. hisXmark Francis [Thomas Francis]

Witness William James
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October 18th 1777. Then Receivd of Lieut Geo Eskridge the bounty of 20 Dollars as a Soldier to serve in
one of the 9 Batt[alions] I say Receivd by me John Hendrick
Teste John George

[The right part of the following online image is missing at the places marked *]
Octob 17th 1777 Then Receiv’d of Lieut. G[*] Eskridge the sum of 20 Dollars in full [*] taking up a
Deserter I say recev[*] [illegible word] Jo smith Stevens [signed] John Stev[*]
attest
George Lee Turbeville/ CVB-15

21 Octob’r 1777 Then Reciv’d of Lieut. Geo Eskridge the sum of 20 Dollars I say Recivd by me for a
deserter Adam Runnels[?]
[George Glascock Jun’r]

Test/ Holland Haynie

June 13th 1778 Then Received of Lieutenant Geo. Eskridge the sum of Six pounds B.C.[?] for taken up a
Deserter William [last name illegible]  I say Received by me
[Robert Clark Jun’r]

June 15th 1778 Then Receivd of Lieutenant Geo. Eskridge the sum of Six pounds [one or two illegible
words]  I say Receivd by me for taken up a Deserter by name Henry [last name illegible]
William Lewis

June 13th 1778 Then Receivd of Lieutenant Geo. Eskridge the sum of Six pounds [illegible abbreviation]
for taken up a Deserter by name Thos. Franke [?] I say Receivd by me
[John Christopher Jun]

June 13th 1778 Then Receivd by me for taken up William Askins Eskridge Deserter [illegible
abbreviation] The sum of Six pounds I say Receivd by me
James Harrison

June 13th 1778 Then Receivd by me for taken up Hugh E[illegible] a Deserter [one or two illegible
words] of Lieut Geo Eskridge I say Receivd by me
John Harrison[?]



Northumberland Cty Sct
This day came before me John George and took the oath of a Soldier to serve in the Continallel Army
under Lieut George Eskridge for three years  given under my hand a Justice of the peace for said county
this 24th of december 1778 William Helms

Receiving a note from Mr. George Eskridge by the hand of Hugh Thomas to Qualify the said Thomas as
a soldier to serve as directed by an act made for that Purpose – 
I hereby Certify that the said Hugh Thomas is Qualified this 2nd Day of January 1778  Given under my
hand the Day and Date above John Lalle[?] Jun’r.

[page torn] Eskridge will Proceed to Recruit the Men wanting by Lieut. Muse to compleat his Quota,
[one or two illegible words] he lease[?] not to Inlist any but able Bodied Free from Deafness, Sore Legs
or any other Infirmity’s which may Render them unfit for service, when He gets his Number of Men He
is to Acquaint the [rest missing]

Hampshire County, Virginia, Sct
I William Welch a Justice of the peace in and for the County aforesaid in the state of Virginia do hereby
certify, that John Cundiff [S8272] aged about Seventy nine of Eighty years and of good Charracter
personally appeared before me some time in the year 1834 and made oath on the holy Evangelist of
Almighty god that he knew George Eskridge to be an officer in the Continantle Army of the Revolution
and a Recruiting officer as well as I Recolect in Northumberland County in Virginia  the said John
Cundiff has since departed this life the particular year in which the services were rendered by the s’d.
Geo. Eskridge I cannot Remember. But I do Remember distinctly that there was an affidavit taken before
me of the above import  given under my hand this 24th day of november 1837 Wm. Welch J.P.

To His Excellency the Governor and Council of Virginia.
Your memorialist George Eskridge, a citizen of Clarke Co. Virginia, at this time, but originally a

citizen of the County of Northumberland in the state of Virg’a. having in the meantime resided in
Frederick & Hampshire Counties Va. respectfully represents that he is now upwards of 80 years of age.
That when the affair of Lord Dunmore at the City of Wmsburg took place, in relation to the magazine, at
the commencement of the War of the Revolution, he volunteered as a Light Draggoon under Cap. Peter
Presley Thornton of Northumberland County, and entered the service of his country. That was in 1775 as
well as he remembers. After the expiration of that service he volunteered under Cap. Thomas Jones of the
same County, as a minute man, and whilst in that service was coms’d. as an Ensign, on or about the
period of the formation of the Continental Army; in the 15th Reg’t. of Va Troops. This he thinks was in
1776. That after being & serving in that capacity for a considerable period he was promoted to a
Lieutenancy in the same Reg’t. The above Reg’t. was commanded by Col. David Mason and Cap. Edwin
Hull was the Captain of the Company to which your memorialist belonged. Your memorialist was with
the Northern Army till the fall of 1778 as near as he can recollect at this time, when he was sent to
Virg’a. on recruiting service for the Army – and in this service continued actively engaged, and with
more than usual success, till he consented to receive the Commission of a Cap. in the Virg’a. Militia in
the same county – which took place in the latter part of the summer of 1779. Your memorialist states that
whilst engaged in the recruiting service he recruited as many or more men for the Continental army than
any other officer of his grade; and that with the exception of a sum of money which he received from his
Captain, Edwin Hull, for that purpose, he believes that he furnished all the other funds for recruiting out
of his own pocket; and that he was never been reimbursed by the Government one cent of it. Your
memorialist was then possessed of considerable property, & the means of commanding the requisite
funds. He further states that he should have applied some time since, but at an early date, say about the
time of the settlement of Kentucky, he parted with his main vouchers to two agents (Thomas Carnall and
Abel Westfall) in order to receive the am’t. of his account for certain money charges on account of the



services of himself & his brother Sam’l. F. Eskridge [Samuel F. Eskridge; Samuel Eskridge VAS1285]
who died in the Service, a Midshipman in the Navy – and that he has never since seen s’d. markers, nor a
cent of the money. He further states that some few years since he placed in the hands of one Jus. B.
White as agent, some other vouchers for the purpose of prosecuting his revolutionary claims & has, as he
is now informed by said White, also lost them so that your memorialist has now the remnants only of his
Revolutionary papers, which were not considered as of any, at least not of as much importance as those
above referred to. but he hopes that they together with such evidence as the records may afford and the
evidence of others, if any should be now living, who can speak as to his services, may be sufficient to
establish his claim for Virg’a. land bounty. That the whole of his service from the volunteer service in the
first instance, the minute service in the second, and the regular Army as Ensign & Lieutenant he thinks
amt. to more than four years. He has been drawing a pension from the U. States of $240 annually since
1818. He prays that he may now be allowed the land bounty of a Lieutenant for a service of three years,
and the Register of the land office may be authorized to issue warrants for the same, and he ever pray &c.
[9 Jan 1838]

This is to Certify, That it appears from a List in this Office of such Officers and Soldiers of the
Virginia Continental Line, during the Revolutionary War, as settled their Accounts, and received
Certificates for the balance of their Full Pay, according to an Act of Assembly, passed the November
Session, 1781, that a Certificate issued on the 10th day of April 1787 in the name of George Eskridge as
Lieut of Infantry for £131.5.6 which Certificate appears to have been delivered to Thos. Carnal and was
given for services prior to the 1st Jan’y 1777 to 14 Sept’r. 1778.

Given under my hand at the Auditor’s Office, Richmond, this 18th day of January 1838.
Jas. E Heath AUDITOR.

NOTES: 
On 17 Aug 1821 Thomas Van Swearingen wrote to the Secretary of War that he had been told

that George Eskridge, his constituent, “was exceedingly poor and depended entirely upon his son for a
support,” and that “many years ago he resided near Winchester… then in affluent circumstances.” He
added, “I am convinced, from information, that his character did not suffer by his loss of fortune.”

Correspondence in the federal file between 1851 and 1855 indicates that Hector Bell of
Winchester was the son of Rebecca Bell, the only daughter of George Eskridge, and was probably then
the sole heir of George Eskridge.


