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  Transcribed by Will Graves    10/9/06 rev'd 7/8/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of 
the database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  
Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the 
original. A bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 
'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in 
question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that 
provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits 
and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been 
omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals 
rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 
1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[p 4] 
State of North Carolina, Lincoln County 
 On the 15th day of September, 1832 personally appeared before us Jno. J. Shufford & 
Nathaniel Edwards Justices of the court of said County Robert Abernathy, a resident of the 
County of Lincoln & State aforesaid, aged about eighty years who being first duly sworn, 
according to Law, doth on his oath make the following declaration, in order to obtain the 
benefit of the act of Congress adopted 7th June 1832 - That he entered the service of the 
United States about the year 1776 in the State of Virginia, then a resident of the County of 
Brunswick, was drafted, three different times for three months each and under the following 
officers; the first under John Macklin, Capt. in Regt. Comd'd by Col. Harrison and was 
stationed at Portsmouth, Virginia, the second under Capt. Hicks [perhaps Captain Benjamin 
Hicks] in Regt. comd'd by Col. Elliott [perhaps Lt. Col. Richard Elliott of the Brunswick 
militia] & was stationed part of the time at Williamsburg; the third tour, his place was 
supplied by a substitute. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a Pension or annuity, except the 
present, and declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll if the agency of any State or on 
the rolls of any State. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the day & year above. 
   S/ Robert Abernathy 

   
S/ J. J. Sherford, Justice of Court 
S/ Nath. Edwards of Court 
 
Mr. Jacob Hill, a clergyman residing in th County of Lincoln and Francis Harwell residing 
also in the same county hereby certify that we are well acquainted with Robert Abernathy, 
who has subscribed & sworn to the above declaration; that we believe him to be about eighty 
years of age; that he is reputed and believed, in the neighborhood where he resides, to have 
been a soldier of the Revolution & that we concur in that opinion. 
      S/ Francis Harwell 
      S/ Jacob Hill 
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The questions required by the Department being propounded, were answered substantially in 
accordance with the declaration. The discharge he thinks no written one was given, if any. 
     S/ J. J. Shuford, Justice of Court 
     S/ Nath. Edwards, Justice of Court 
 
Personally appeared before us Jno. J. Shufford & Nathaniel Edwards, Justices of the Court, 
Francis Harwell, Resident of the county of Lincoln & State of No. Ca. who after being duly 
Sworn according to Law deposeth and saith; that he has been acquainted with Robert 
Abernathy from his youth, and knows that he went two tours in the service and the third, 
Robert Abernathy hired a substitute in the Revolutionary War; that he has known him up to 
the present and the last forty years has lived a neighbor to him in No. Ca. 
 Sworn to the day & date above. 
     S/ Francis Harwell 
 
We Frederick Abernathy & Francis Harwell, certify that we are well acquainted with Robert 
Abernathy above & from his age & infirmities, as we believe, that he could not get to the 
court house, being about eighteen miles distant, without great inconvenience & trouble. 
      S/ Frederick Abernathy 
      S/ Francis Harwell 
 
[Note: Through this file contains 52 pages, almost all of those are either requests for 
information regarding the veteran or replies to such requests.  The documents transcribed 
above are the only documents of substance in the file.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 6 months in the Virginia militia.] 


