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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 
ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 
scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 
original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 
wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 
non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 
of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 
resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 
all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 
regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 
encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina Iredell County: August Session A.D. 1832 

On the 25th day of August 1832 personally appeared in open Court before a Court of 
Pleas and Quarter Sessions of said County now sitting James Wilson a resident of Iredell County 
State of North Carolina aged seventy-two years who being first duly sworn according to law doth 
on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress, 
passed June 7th 1832. 

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated. 

That he entered as a volunteer under Captain Caldwell Colonel Locke and General 
Rutherford for three months in Rowan County now out Iredell County, was marched to Charlotte 
and returned and marched back to Charlotte, thence to Ramsour's Mills where we arrived the day 
of [indecipherable word] after the battle, returned home and marched to Colson's2 where we had 
a skirmish with the Tories, was sometime in the forks of the Yadkin [River] and from thence to 
Deep River and to Fayetteville, thence to Salisbury and was discharged at Mr. Coys [sic, ? 
Cox's?] Mill. 

He volunteered for two months service under Captain Caldwell in the cavalry under 
Colonel Davie [William Richardson Davie], and performed this tour in Mecklenburg & Lincoln 
County, scouring the Country from Tories, that according to the terms proposed at the time these 
two months in the horse was to be reckoned as three months.  That he has lost his discharges and 
has no documentary evidence and knows of no person by whose testimony he can prove his 
services except such as are set forth.  He states that in addition to those two tours he was 
frequently out for a few days at a time in scouting parties, and does believe that altogether he 
was 6 months or more and actual service.  He was born in Rowan now Iredell County in the year 
1760, and has always lived in this County.  He has no record of his age.  He was called into 
service as stated above, and served under the officers named above and part of the command of 

                                                 
1 At the time this file was viewed on Footnote.com, the page numbers assigned by Footnote.com to the digital 
images of each of the pages in the file were nonsensical.  Footnote.com indicates that it is working on trying to 
resolve this issue with its software.        
2 July 21, 1780 http://gaz.jrshelby.com/colson.htm and 
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General Davidson [William Lee Davidson] who fell at the Catawba [River].  He refers to David 
Hair and Robert Hair. 

He relinquishes every claim to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that 
his name is not on the pension roll or agency of any State. 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year above written. 
      S/ James Wilson 

    
S/ A. Simonton, Clk. 
[David Hair and Robert Air gave the standard supporting affidavit.  In addition: "David Hair3 
further saith that he saw James Wilson in the Service of the Country at Charlotte, Robert Hair4 
says he saw James Wilson in the service at Torrence's and several other places during the 
Revolutionary War."  Both witnesses signed with their mark.] 
 
State of North Carolina Iredell County 

On this 1st day of June 1833 personally appeared James Wilson before me the 
subscribing Justice of the peace in and for said County and 1st being duly sworn doth on his oath 
make the following additional declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions of the 
act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 

That by reason of old age and consequent loss of memory he is not able to swear 
positively to the length of his service but according to the best of his recollection he served not 
less than the periods mentioned below and in the following grades. 
His first tour was performed a private in the foot commencing in the year 1780 and was 
performed as set forth in his declaration  -- 3 [months]. 
His second tour was a private in the cavalry commencing in October 1780 and performed as 
before stated -- 2 [months] 
In the year 1781 in the early part of the year he was a volunteer under Captain Caldwell a private 
on foot and Colonel Locke rendezvoused at Salisbury, marched to the neighborhood of the 
Catawba at the time Cornwallis crossed it and was at Torrences5 at the time of the skirmish there 
-- 15 [days] 
That in 1781 he was again a volunteer a private in Captain Allison's company of foot in Colonel 
Paisley's [John Paisley's] Regiment.  He rendezvoused at Salisbury thence he marched to Deep 
River and thence to Fayetteville and returned to Salisbury -- 1 [month] 
       6 [months] 15 [days] 
Sworn & subscribed this 1st day of June 1833 before me 
S. J. Campbell, JP    S/ James Wilson 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 6 months 
service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 
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