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Pension application of Thomas Payne S7290     f37VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     9/26/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina Buncombe County: Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions January Term 
1833 
 On this 10th day of January 1833 personally appeared in open court before a Court of 
Pleas and Quarter Sessions of Buncombe County State of North Carolina now sitting Thomas 
Pain a resident of said County and state his age seventy years as he believes who being first duly 
sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the 
Benefit of the act of Congress passed June the 7th 1832, to wit, that he was born in the State of 
Virginia in Spotsylvania County in the year 1763 as he believes, his parents lived there until he 
was about 12 years old then moved in to Orange County lived there until advancing on his 17th 
year of his age & in the winter of that year of his age was drafted for what length of time not now 
recollected was marched to Fredericksburg remained there about three weeks on the command of 
Captain Graves commanded by General Weden [George Weedon] & Major Bradford & was 
discharged there by General Weden after a term of service of one month as near as he can 
recollect, 
 2nd Term he went as substitute in place of Jesse Robertson under the command of Captain 
Yancey of Louisa County in the State of Virginia marched to headquarters near Richmond was 
placed under the command of General DeMarcus [Lafayette] & Colonel Dabney was in 
Richmond when the British entered a little town on the South side of James River called at that 
time, Rocky Ridge after that I was discharged at Shock hill near Richmond having served two 
months the full term for which he engaged as a substitute his discharge was handed to him by his 
Captain but does not know by whom it was signed.  In about two weeks after into the service 
again as a substitute in the place of George Pain at Brooks Bridge on Pamunkey River under the 
command of Captain Harris commanded as before by General DeMarcus & Colonel Dabney 
served a tower [tour] of six weeks during which time we were joined by General Wayne & his 
Army marched to Jamestown there had an engagement with the British after the Battle of 
Jamestown was discharged near that place having served a term of six weeks.  Fourth tower were 
that he was drafted for two months & put under the command of Captain George Waw [George 
Waugh] & marched down from Orange County to a place called Gloster [Gloucester] opposite 
Little York remained there under the command of General Weden during the Siege of Corn 
Wallace [Cornwallis] and until the surrender of his army [October 19, 1781] to the Americans 
forces his term of two months for which he was drafted being out on the same day that the 
surrender of Wallaces' Army but that he refused to be discharged but remained three days longer 
in order to cross the River & see the prisoners having been kept on the Gloucester side of the 
River during the whole of the Siege was again discharged and went to my home in Orange 
County Virginia remain there a few months and moved to Rowan County North Carolina lived 
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there about 12 years then moved to Burke County North Carolina lived there 7 years and moved 
to Buncombe County North Carolina where I have lived ever since. 
 States that he served 6 months and a half in all – 
 He hereby declares that he has long since lost his discharges and further states that he 
never received any Commission but served as a private and further states that he has no 
documentary evidence to prove his service nor of any person in this State by whom he could 
prove his Services. 
 I hereby relinquish every claim to a pension or annuity except the present and declare that 
my name is not on the pension Roll of the State or agency of any State.  I appeal to the 
Honorable Justice of the Court now sitting to testify as to my veracity and standing as a 
Revolutionary soldier & to my neighbors Moses Freeman clergyman & James Gudger citizens in 
my neighborhood. 
     S/ Thomas Payne 

      
[Moses Freeman, a clergyman, and James Gudger gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[f p. 3: On June 5, 1846 in Laurel County Kentucky, the veteran applied for the transfer of his 
pension benefit to the agency of Kentucky giving as his reason for moving to Kentucky to gratify 
his family who had removed to said state.] 
 
[f p. 27: On October 20, 1849 in Buncombe County North Carolina, the veteran applied for the 
return of his pension benefit to the North Carolina agency saying that he had moved back to 
Buncombe County where he intends to remain.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $21.33 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for 6 months & 12 days in the Virginia militia.] 


