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Pension application of William Erwin S6823     f16NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    12/3/08 rev'd 1/1/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Macon County 
 On this 24th day of December 1832 personally appeared in open court before the Justices 
of the Court of Macon now sitting William Erwin a resident of Buncombe County in State of 
North Carolina who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832, That he 
entered the service under General Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford] to of Rowan County Colonel 
Francis Locke Lieutenant Colonel James Brandon, entered the service in July 1776 (day not 
recollected) and left the service about the first of October 1776, when entering the service 
resided in County of Rowan North Carolina entered as Volunteer, rendezvoused at Pleasant 
Gardens then in Rowan now Burke County -- marched up the Catawba River to the head of 
Swannanoa [River] thence to the Cherokee Nation, thence back to Rowan County. He has no 
documents, but herewith transmits the affidavit of Major Daniel Bryson1 who served in the same 
Regiment, and during the same tour of duty. 
 He again entered the service in 1778 in the month of November (date not recollected) 
under General Rutherford, Colonel Pacely [John Paisley] of Guilford, General Lincoln 
[Benjamin Lincoln] being Commander in Chief, rendezvoused at Charlotte North Carolina under 
Captain Falls [Gilbreath Falls] -- Marched to Charleston South Carolina through Camden & 
Moncks Corner, thence to Dorchester and Jacksonborough thence to Ashepoo, Pocatalico, 
Saltchtcgers [Saltketcher] to Purrysburg and there Stationed until about the first of April, and 
then discharged having served three months in the first and five months in the second tour, whilst 
in Purrysburg -- a detachment was taken from the Army and Regiment to which he belonged to 
join General Ashe [John Ashe] at Briar Creek [March 3, 1779] but he was not in that 
detachment[:] entered the service a third time under Captain Alexander Davidson, in the and of 
Rowan County; Marched to Rocky River in Mecklenburg -- under General Rutherford to 
reinforce Colonel Blufort [Buford?] at Rocky River Meeting house hearing that the Tories were 
embodied at Ramsour's Lincoln County -- General Rutherford ordered Captain Davidson's 
Company to Ramsour's to prevent the Tories from taking the men prisoners longing to his 
company -- was engaged with the Tories at Ramsour's under Colonel Locke of Rowan Major 
James Rutherford -- The last service being for the space of 30 days -- Entered again on the first 
Day of August, 1780 --, under General William Davidson [William Lee Davidson], Colonel 
Locke & George Davidson Captain David Ramsay Samuel Warson Lieutenant -- rendezvoused at 
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Mrs. Tarant [Tarrant’s, Torrence, Tarrance, Torrance Tavern] in Rowan County thence to 
Charlotte -- there joined the Army -- there Stationed and thereabouts for three months entered in 
November 1781 -- under Lieutenant McPhadgins [?] of the Regulars, Maryland line of artillery -- 
to guard field pieces to General Rutherford's camp at Wilmington -- term 30 days -- I hereby 
relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity, except the present and declare that my 
name is not on the pension Roll of any Agency of any State -- 
And the said court do hereby declare their opinion that the above named applicant was a 
revolutionary soldier and served as he states. 
… 
 In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal of office this 25 day of 
December 1832 
S/ John Hall, clerk 
      S/ Wm Erwin 

      
 
Major Daniel Bryson do hereby certify that William Erwin the above applicant, served in the first 
tour of the Cherokee Nation, with him -- and also at Ramsour's mill against the Tories Lincoln 
County North Carolina and that he believes just credit can be given to his statements. Sworn to 
and subscribed in open Court the day and date above. 
     S/ Danl Bryson 

      
[Humphrey Posey, a clergyman, and Thomas Tatham gave these standards supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of North Carolina, Macon County 
 Personally appeared before me the undersigned a Justice of the peace William Erwin a 
resident of Buncombe County who being duly sworn according to law deposeth and saith that the 
reason that he did not make and file the declaration in the County that he lives in was that he 
came to Macon County to try to get Daniel Bryson to get to Buncombe court and filed the 
affidavit to my declaration and the said Bryson was not well and it was cold weather and the said 
Bryson is old and could not conveniently go and I was persuaded that I could do it as well in this 
County has any and the Clergyman and Citizen that signed my declaration have been acquainted 
with me for upwards of thirty years and lived in Buncombe County in the same neighborhood for 
many years 
Sworn to and subscribed this day 28th of August 1833 
S/ John Tatham, JP 
       S/ William Erwin{Seal} 

        
Q 1st  Where and in what year were you born? 



A: To the first Q, I was born in the State of Pennsylvania in Lancaster County in the year 1754 or 
1755 but have no record of my age. 
Q 3rd  Where were you living when called into service:  
A: In Roan [Rowan] County North Carolina 
4th  How were you called into service? 
A: volunteered -- 
Q 5th The names of the regular officers 
General Lincoln, General Branon, Captain Graham 
Q. 6th  Did you ever receive a discharge from the service? 
A. no 
S/ John Tatham, JP 
      S/ William Erwin 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $44.16 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private in both the infantry and cavalry of the North Carolina militia.] 


