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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 

ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 

scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 

original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 

wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 

non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 

of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 

resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 

all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 

regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 

encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 

 

State of North Carolina Burke County: This day Personally appeared before me the undersigned 

an acting Justice of the Peace in and for the County & State aforesaid Shearwood Bowman who 

after being duly sworn according to law doth on his Corporal oath make the following 

Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of and Act of Congress passed June the 7th 1832 for the 

Relief of Certain Surviving officers and Soldiers of the Army of the Revolution, that he entered 

the service of the United States under the following named officers and served as herein stated 

that he was drafted as a private from the County of Burke & State aforesaid in the latter end of 

the year 1779 & served a tower [tour] of three months and was discharged in Charlestown South 

Carolina that when he was drafted he marched immediately to Charlestown where he served the 

time above said until the time of his discharge which was on the 24th of March in the year 1780 

said Bowman further swears & declares that the officers under whom he served was as follows 

Captain Peter Ford Lieutenant Thomas Littlejohn, mustering Sergeant name forgotten & Ensign 

Benjamin White in Colonel Holmes's Regiment number forgotten of the Regiment forgotten 

General Lincoln Commander in Chief said Bowman further swears & declares that he again 

entered the service of the United States as a drafted private in the year 1781 for a three months 

tower under the following named officers Captain James Mac Farlan [James McFarland] 

Lieutenant & Ensign forgotten and Colonel Charles Mc Dowels [sic, Charles McDowell's] 

Regiment General Rutherford Commander in Chief and that he was marched near Wilmington 

NC where he continued his services until the expiration of his term of service which took place 

sometime in the month of December 1781 But that he has lost both of his Discharges he 

believing that they would never be of any service to him.  Said Bowman further swears that he 

knows of but one man living by whom he can prove his services namely Nicholas Fry said 

Bowen being entirely deprived of his eyesight has had no intercourse beyond his immediate 

neighborhood since he was blind which has been about 11 years.  Said Bowman further swears 

that his name is not nor never has been on any pension roll of the United States or any of the 

States Governments and that he hereby relinquishes all & every other annuity except the present.  

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 9th February 1833 

S/ Philip Warbet, ??     S/ Shearwood Bowman, X his mark 

After which the following Interrogatories were expounded 

1
st
  Where were you born?  Answer in the State of Virginia in the year 1758 I think Amherst 

http://www.southerncampaign.org/pen/


County 

2
nd

  Have you any record of your age?  Answer I have not but I have seen it 

3
rd

  Where were you living when called into service?  Answer I was then living in Burke County 

North Carolina 

4th Where have you lived since your services – Answer in the same County 

5th Where were you called into Service were you drafted or a volunteer – Answer I was drafted 

6th State the names of your officers 

Answer I was in Peter Ford's Company in my 1st tower to Charleston South Carolina Thomas 

Littlejohn was Lieutenant & Benjamin White was the Ensign in Colonel Holmes's Regiment 

General Lincoln was Commander in Chief on my 2nd tower to Wilmington North Carolina I was 

in James McFarland's company I do not recollect the names of his subordinate officers I was in 

Colonel Charles McDowell's Regiment General Rutherford was Commander in Chief 

7th Did you ever receive a discharge and if so by whom were they given?  Answer I did received 

2 discharges but I cannot recollect by whom they was given 

8th what has become of your Discharges – Answer I do not know what I have lost or mislaid 

them 

9th States such men as you can prove your character by and who can testify to your services by – 

Answer I am known by the Reverend Mr. Alexander Abernathy & Joshua Bellew and Mr. 

William F Cannon and I can prove my tower to Wilmington North Carolina by Mr. William Fry.  

Sworn to and subscribed this 9th February 1833 

S/ Philip Warbet, ???     S/ Shearwood Bowman, X his mark 

[Joshua Ballew and William F. Cannon and Alexander Abernathy, clergyman, gave the standard 

supporting affidavit.] 

 

[fn p. 13] 

State of North Carolina Burke County: SS: This day came personally before me the undersigned 

an acting Justice of the peace in and for the County and State aforesaid Nicholas Fry
1
 who after 

being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath certify that he was intimately acquainted 

with Sherwood Bowman in the Camps near Wilmington North Carolina which was in the year 

1781 or 1782 if I mistake not and I believe that he has served a tour of 3 months as he stated in 

his declaration. 

Sworn to and subscribed this might February 1833 

       S/ Nicholas Fry, X his mark 

 

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831 for 6 months 

service in the North Carolina militia as a private.] 

                                                 
1
 Nicholas Fry (Frye) S6859 
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