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Pension application of John Allen S6481      f31NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      4/13/07 rev'd 7/20/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
[p 3] 
State of North Carolina County of Yancey: SS 
 On this 13th day of October one thousand eight hundred and fifty one personally appeared 
before the court of Pleas and Quarters sessions in and for said county and state John Allen aged ninety 
five years a resident of said County of Yancey and State of North Carolina, who having first duly 
sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit 
of the provision made by the act of Congress, approved the 7th day of June 1832: (That he is an 
uneducated man, and never had or kept any Record or memorandum of his services, and that he is now 
very old and memory very deficient, and for that reason cannot state dates and occurrences in positive 
terms, and that his reason for not making application for a pension before this, was that he had lost his 
discharges many years ago, and thought he could not get one unless he could produce it which was a 
thing impossible, as he took but little care of it believing it to be of no use to him whatever at that time, 
and that he did not know of a person living who served with him, by whom he could prove his service.) 
That he served his first tour in the Revolutionary War in the Militia Service of North Carolina under 
one Captain Hutson who he thinks was from Guilford County, N. Carolina, but cannot recollect the 
name of the Colonel who commanded the Regiment, but is of opinion that a great portion of this Tower 
(sic, tour) Capt. Hutson was not under the immediate command of anyone, being principally engaged in 
short excursions after the Tories, and that he volunteered for the term of four months, and that as well 
as he can recollect he entered said service in the month of January or February 1778 and that he was at 
this date a citizen of Wake County and State of N. Carolina.  Deponent further states that he was at 
home but a short time until he enlisted in the Regular service of N. Ca. which was about the last of May 
or first of June 1778, and that believes that he enlisted for during the war, and was under the following 
officers; viz: Captains Smith, Truman and Pope, and Colonels Butler [John Butler] and Williamson, 
and he thinks they were awhile under Col. Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter], but cannot state how long, 
and that he was with Gen. Gates [Horatio Gates] and Gen. Green [sic, Nathanael Greene], for some 
time, but as they were being changed about a great deal he can [not?] state the length of time or the 
service performed. That he was in several battles or "fights", but the greatest Battle he was in was the 
one fought at Guilford Court House [March 15, 1781] in Guilford County N. Carolina, and that shortly 
after this he was taken sick and after lying for some time he was discharged from the service, and 
continuing sick for a long time, he on that account was never again in service. Declarant states that he 
cannot tell the date when he left the service for the reasons already given, but believes that he served in 
all something like three years and a half or four years, four months as a Militia man, and the balance in 
the regular service. He states if there was any difference between a State Troop and a Continental he 
did not know it, and for that reason cannot tell precisely which of the two he belonged to, but was 
always of the impression that he was in the State Service of N. Carolina. Sworn to and subscribed in 
open court on the day and year above written. 
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      S/ John Allen, A his mark 
We Jno Wheeler-- a Clergyman residing in the county of Yancey, and State of N. Carolina and W. J. 
Lewis--residing in the same, do hereby certify that we are well acquainted with John Allen who has 
sworn to and subscribed the forgoing declaration, that we believe him to be ninety five years of age, 
and that he is reputed and believed in the neighborhood where he resides to have been a soldier of the 
Revolution, that, that opinion is general & uncontradicted, and we concur in that opinion. Sworn to and 
subscribed in open court day and year last written. 
     S/ John Wheeler, Clergyman 
     S/ Wm J. Lewis 
 
[p 14] 
    State of North Carolina Comptroller's Office October 18th 1851 
I, William J Clarke, Comptroller of public accounts in and for the State aforesaid, do hereby certify, 
that it appears of record in my office among the payments made by said State to sundry persons for 
Military services in the Revolutionary War, as follows, to wit: 
John Allen 
Vol. 3 Journal of Commissioners of Army Accounts final Settlements, account 595 Statement C 
John Allen private $115.38 pay from 1st June 1778 to 1st of August 1779 – 
Also 
Book C, No. 17 page 52 £27 specie 
"   57 £9 " 
"   78 £9 " 
 No. 23  41 £12S10 " 
 In testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my hand and affixed my seal of Office 
    S/ Wm J. Clarke, Comptroller 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $46.66 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 14 months in the North Carolina service.] 


