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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have 
been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 
'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have 
been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity 
and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not 
corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to 
my attention.] 
 
State of Virginia, Russell County 
 On this the 4th day of September, 1832, personally appeared before the County Court of Russell 
County, John Sykes, a resident of the County of Russell in the state of Virginia, aged Eighty two years, 
who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to 
obtain the benefit of the provision made by the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832. 
 That he enlisted in the Army of the United States about four or five years before the taking of 
Lord Cornwallis at Little York in Virginia under the following named officers, Captain Hartwell 
Raines, Lieutenant John Allen, the name of the Ensign not recollected and was placed under the 
command of Col. Benjamin Ruffin at a place called Brandon upon James River in Surry County, 
Virginia, after being marched from Prince George County where he enlisted as aforesaid. That the term 
of service for which he first enlisted was two years, but was discharged at Brandon having served about 
18 months, and that during that time he was attached to, and belonged as he now recollects to the 
Virginia State Line. After he was discharged, as aforesaid, he returned to the County of Prince George 
where he remained about three or four months, and then entered the regular service of the United 
States, under Captain William H. Avery and as he now thinks Lieutenant ___ Eppes, the name of the 
Ensign not recollected, and was marched to a place then called the Groves, near Williamsburg in 
Virginia where he was commanded by Col. Matthews, where they remained some time, and marched 
from thence to old James Town in Virginia, and after remaining there a while marched back through 
Williamsburg in Virginia to an old field called Springfield Camps in Charles City County where they 
remained some time and then marched back through Williamsburg, crossed James River at James 
Town to Prince George County upon a scouting expedition, and to watch the movements of the British 
fleet which then ascended the said James River up as high as about Westover, and continued their 
march up the river within sight of the British fleet. The fleet then sailed down the river and the forces 
under the command of Col. Matthews commenced a return march down the said river and reached a 
cross roads about three quarters of a mile from Peters' Wharf, about which place a part of the fleet 
landed and a battle was fought in the night between the British and the forces under the command of 
Col. Matthews in which the said John Sykes took part, from whence Col. Matthews retreated and 
marched down the South side of James River to Smithfield in Virginia, from thence to a place called 
Pinner's old fields, from thence to a place called Hobbs' Hole lying between Smithfield and Portsmouth 
in Virginia, from thence returned by the same points to what was called the Burnt Mills, from thence 
crossing James River at Hog Island marched down to Gwinns Island [sic, Gwynn Island], from thence 
back to an old field near Williamsburg, from thence crossing James River marched into Surry County 
not far from Swann's Point, and after remaining there a short time his term of service of two years 
expired he was regularly discharged, which discharge in writing has since been lost or mislaid so that 
he cannot now produce it. 
 From that place he returned to his family in Prince George County and removed to 
Southampton County, and during that year in the County of Southampton he entered the service in the 
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State line again for a tour of three months, under Captain John Mitchell, Lieutenant George Sumrian [?] 
the name of the Ensign he did not recollect, and marched first through Williamsburg to Springfield 
Camps lying between the former place and Little York, where they were placed under the command of 
Col. Reddick and marched from thence down upon the lines of Portsmouth, thence marched back to 
said Burnt Mills, thence up to Smithfield, thence to Swann's Point aforesaid, when the three months' 
tour expired. That he returned home to Southampton County in Virginia where he remained a short 
time and entered the service again under Captain Samuel Kelloe, the names of the Lieutenant and 
Ensign not recollected, and marched to Springfield Camp, where they were again placed under the 
command of Col. Reddick, from thence down upon the lines of Little York where they joined the main 
army of General Washington, about which time the second three months' tour expired, and the said 
John Sykes then substituted for one Britton Traverse [?] for another tour of three months under Captain 
William Boykin belonging to the main Army at Little York and remained with the Army of General 
Washington until the surrender of Lord Cornwallis, thence marched in the rear guard with the British 
forces to Williamsburg where he was discharged after having served his country in the whole about 
four years and eight months. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatsoever to a pension or annuity except the present, and 
he declares that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency in any State. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
        S/ John Sykes 

         
[Attested by James P. Carrell, Clerk of the County Court of Russell County] 
 S/ James P. Carrell 
  September 6, 1832 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 2 years in the Virginia service.] 


