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Pension application of William Storke Jett S5614     f32VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      12/26/13 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
 I William Stork Jett was born on the 27th [?]1 day of Sept. 1763, as stated by my Father's 
family Bible, in the County of King George, now Westmoreland, near the Town of Leeds 
[Leedstown?] in the State of Virginia, where I have resided ever since.  – In September 1779 I 
was enrolled in the Militia of said County and did the duty of a private, until the 31st day of 
January 1781 when I was recommended by the Court of Westmoreland (now of record in the 
Clerk's Office of said County) to the Governor of Virginia as a first Lieutenant in the Company 
commanded by Captain Harper [perhaps Robert Harper] – In which capacity I served to the end 
of the War of the revolution.  – The year 1781 being the most active period of the War, in this 
part of Virginia, the Militia of those Counties bordering on the Potomac River were almost 
constantly in service, particularly as the British Ships of War, resorted to Blackstone's Island 
(lying off the center of the said County of Westmoreland) from whence they landed there troops 
& committed depredations on the Maryland and Virginia Shores, – At all times, when called out, 
we were without Tents, or pay and compelled to find our own rations.  – During one of the Tours, 
I perfectly recollect that while stationed at Chantilly, General Weedon [George Weedon] of the 
regular Army visited our camp and reviewed the Troops.  – This state of things continued until 
Cornwallis took possession of York and Gloucester; when a detachment of the Militia of this 
County, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Lane [perhaps Joseph Lane], were ordered to 
join the Troops collecting on the Gloucester side, under the command of Colonel John Taylor.  – 
With this detachment I marched early in September 1781 and joined the Troops thus assembling.  
– The day after I got to, the commanding Officer finding that there were too many Officers of my 
rank among the Troops, I was with others returned as supernumeraries – With respect to the time, 
I was in actual service, it is impossible for me at the end of fifty years not having any inducement 
for keeping a memorandum of the time, to be perfectly accurate – but taking everything into 
consideration, I am under the belief that the period was not short of from nine to twelve months. 
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[p 5] 
I John P Hungerford of the County of Westmoreland and State of Virginia being called on by W. 
S. Jett Esquire to examine the Declaration of the said Jett, do hereby certify – That he & myself 
have always resided within three miles of each other, that we have frequently been on tours of 
duty, as officers, together, during the Revolutionary War, and that I have a perfect recollection of 
all of the material facts, stated in the annexed declaration. 

      
 
[p 18] 
Virginia Westmoreland County to wit: 
 This day William S Jett personally appeared before me a justice of the peace for the 
aforesaid County and made oath that he cannot recollect with precision how long he was in 
actual Service, but he is positive that he was so engaged, at different times, for a term of 
amounting to at least twelve months, as a Lieutenant; and for which service he claims a pension. 
 Given under my hand and seal this 27th day of October 1832 
     S/ Lew Washington, JP 
 
[p 12: Power of attorney dated September 1844 in the town of Oak Grove Westmoreland County 
by James C Jett as executor of the last will and testament of his father William Storke Jett 

     ] 
 
[facts in file:  The veteran died about the year 1844 leaving a son, Charles C Jett of Oak Growth, 
Westmoreland County Virginia; the veteran was the son of Colonel Thomas Jett, the name of his 
mother is not stated in the file.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $160 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service 
as a Lieutenant for one year in the Virginia militia.] 


