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Pension application of William Rawls S47905     f27SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 11/22/09 & 1/14/22 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ appearing in brackets indicates that at 
the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran 
and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical 
information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century 
research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my 
southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software 
treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 
1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for 
themselves. These transcripts are intended as an aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
[p 6] 
Territory of Florida, County of Gadsden 
 On this 9th day of November 1832 personally appeared in open Court before Thomas Randall 
Judge of the Superior Court of the Charlotte District of Florida now sitting William Rawls a resident of 
the County and Territory aforesaid aged about 73 years who being first duly sworn according to law 
doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress 
passed June the seventh 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and served 
as herein stated. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following officers and served as 
herein stated [sic, sentence repeated in original].  That he entered the service of the United States in the 
year 1776 or 1777 in the summer of one of those years but which year he does not distinctly recollect 
he entered the service under the command of Captain John Garvin and was attached to the Regiment of 
Colonel Garden [Benjamin Garden] and served under them three months General Bull [Stephen Bull] 
was the General in command during those three months he was stationed on Beaufort Island South 
Carolina he was then released from service for a short time but was called out again in the same year 
and under the same officers and performed another tour of duty of three months when he was stationed 
on the seaboard near Beaufort Island at a place called Scotch Neck that after the expiration of said last 
mentioned three months he was not called again into service until the latter part of the year 1778 or the 
first of the year 1779 shortly before the British forces took possession of Savannah – he remained in 
service during that tour only one month and was under the command of the same [officers] before 
specified that he was not called into service again until the latter part of 1779 and was stationed at 
Purisburg [Purrysburg] on South Carolina under the command of the same Captain and Colonel as 
aforesaid and under the command of General Linkhorn [sic, Benjamin Lincoln] the length of time he 
served during that tour he does not distinctly recollect but it was until the arrival of the French Fleet at 
Savannah that he was then released from service for a short time but was again called in this service 
about four weeks afterwards and was marched down the Savannah [River] and arrived there two days 
after the attack was made on Savannah by the French and Americans.1  He was marched from 
Savannah to Purrysburg under the command of Colonel Garden and Captain Garvin and remained at 
Purrysburg about one month when he was released from further duty at that time he was called into 
service again in about two months under the same officers and acted on the Savannah River and 
continued to perform duty occasionally on said River until Charleston fell into the possession of the 
British [Charleston South Carolina fell to the British on May 12, 1780] he then moved into North 
Carolina and joined General Sumpter's [sic, Thomas Sumter's] Army in the year 1780 he joined 
                                                 
1 Siege of Savannah September 16-October 9, 1779 http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/790916-savannah/ 
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Captain Fennel's [sic, Ambrose Finnel?] Company and remained in General Sumter's Army up to the 
time of his defeat on the Catawba River that after Sumter's defeat2 he was not again in service until he 
joined Captain Fennel's company before the battle of King's Mountain [October 7, 1780]3 and that he 
was in Captain Fennel's company at the battle of King's Mountain at which battle Colonel Williams 
[James Williams] and Colonel Shelby [Isaac Shelby] and Colonel Campbell [William Campbell] were 
the principle officers that he was not again in service until the siege of Augusta4 when he was under the 
command of Captain McCoy and Colonel Hammond [either Samuel or LeRoy Hammond] and that 
after the Americans took possession of Augusta he was not again in service that when he first entered 
the service he resided in Beaufort District South Carolina that he first entered the service of the United 
States as a private and Substitute for his father John Rawls that he performed the first tour of duty as a 
substitute and in the other tours as a drafted militia [man] up to the fall of Charleston and from that 
time as a volunteer that he was at the battle on the Catawba in which General Sumter was defeated and 
was at the battle of King's Mountain that he marched through the country from Beaufort District South 
Carolina to Savannah in Georgia and from Savannah to Purrysburg in said State and from that place to 
King's Mountain that performed service with the Continental officers before named but does not 
recollect the names of the Regiments that he knew Major Horry and General Lincoln and General 
Sumter and that he has no documentary evidence by which he can substantiate his claim and that he 
knows of no person whose testimony he can at this time procure to substantiate his claim that there are 
some persons who are acquainted with his service and who were living at the last accounts but they 
reside in distant parts of the United States and he does not know that they would make the necessary 
proof. 
       S/ Wm Rawls 

       
Sworn & subscribed in open Court 
S/ R. W. Lester, Clk G. S. C. 
 By S/ J. M. Harris, D. C. 
And the said William Rawls being further interrogated in the Interrogatories prescribed by the War 
department5 answers & say as being first duly sworn 
 That he was born in North Carolina near the Virginia line, that he does not recollect the year in 
which he was born that he had a record of his age and it was burnt or lost during the revolutionary war.  
                                                 
2 Battle of Fishing Creek, August 18, 1780  
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_fishing_creek.html  
3 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_kings_mountain.html  
4 Siege of Augusta (second/Clarke) [May 22-June 6, 1781] http://www.myrevolutionarywar.com/battles/810522-augusta/ 
5 The War Department promulgated regulations governing pension application format and requiring the following 7 
interrogatories to be put to each applicant for a pension: 
1st Where and in what year were you born? 
2nd Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
3rd Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the Revolutionary War and where do you 
now live? 
4th How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a substitute, and if a substitute, for 
whom? 
5th State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you served, such Continental and militia 
regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service. 
6th Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what has become of it? 
7th State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who can testify as to your 
character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the revolution. 

https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_fishing_creek.html
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_kings_mountain.html
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That he was living in Beaufort District of South Carolina when called into service; that shortly after the 
revolutionary War, he removed into Georgia into what was then Effingham & is now Screven County; 
where he lived until his removal into this County of Gadsden Territory of Florida in the year 18[last 
two digits are illegible] where he now lives. 
 That in his first military service he was a Substitute for his Father John Rawls a soldier in the 
Militia. 
 That of the regular officers with whom he served he recollects at the latter period of his services 
Major Horry, Col. Marion & General Lincoln.  That he cannot recollect the names of any Continental 
or militia regiments -- though he served principally with the latter & has stated all he recollects of the 
general circumstances of his service. 
That he never received a written discharge from the service. 
That he refers to the Reverend Gospers Sweet, Joseph McBride Esquire & Sharrod McCall as persons 
to whom he is known in his present neighborhood & who can testify to his character for veracity & to 
their belief of his services as a soldier of the Revolution. 
[Gospers Sweet, a clergyman, and Joseph McBride gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
And at the same time & place Personally appeared Sherrod McCall a resident of Gadsden County 
aforesaid, who being first duly sworn made & subscribed the following declaration 
I Sherrod McCall do hereby witnessth, swear & certify, that he first knew the applicant William Rawls 
about 40 years ago soon after the British left Charleston, that both Deponent & applicant were then 
living on Savannah River in South Carolina.  That Deponent is in his Seventieth year, & that he 
believes from his first knowledge of applicant that he was 4 years older than Deponent, that at the 
above period of his acquaintance it was reputed & believed in that neighborhood that applicant that 
applicant had served as a soldier in the Revolutionary war.  That he was so informed by a Colonel 
Thompson who stated to Deponent that applicant had served under him, and further says not. 
Sworn in open Court 
     S/ Sharrod McCall 

     
 
[p 16: On October 16, 1833, Elizabeth Slade of Gadsden County Florida gave testimony that she has 
been well acquainted with William Rawls since 1773 or 74 and that he served as a soldier in the 
revolution. 

] 
 
[p 24] 
Territory of Florida Gadsden County Supreme Court November Term 1833 
 On this day (6th day of November 1833) personally appeared in open Court the above 
mentioned William Rawls, who being first duly sworn according to law on his oath makes the 
following statement in explanation & amendment of the above declaration.  That he distinctly 
recollects having taken the "States oath or oath of allegiance to the United States in 1776 in which year 
he entered the military service of the United States, as he believes & served not less than three months -
- that in 1777 -- 78 he served about an equal length of time with the duration of his service in 76 & in 
nearly the same manner -- being occasionally released from service but soon again called into service.  
That during nearly the whole of the year 1779 he continued on duty -- And that during the years 1780, 
81 & 82 he served regularly & without intermission.  That he was a private only -- sometimes a 
volunteer -- at other times a militia man. 



 That for the names of the officers under whom he served he refers to the above more full & 
explicit declaration of his services -- That on account of old age & consequent loss of memory he 
cannot state with any more precision & definiteness then is above set forth the length of time during 
which he served.  That for that service he now renews [?] his claim for a pension & every claim 
whatever to a pension or annuity except the present he hereby relinquishes and declares that his name is 
not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State or, if any, only of that of the State of South 
Carolina. 
 Sworn & subscribed to in open Court 6th November 1833 
S/ JR Harris, Clerk 
     S/ William Rawls 
 
[p 5] 
Middle Florida Gadsden County: Personally came before me McKeen Greene6 who being duly sworn 
saith that he was intimately acquainted with William Rawls of the County aforesaid & territory ever 
since 1778 & do know that the whole of that family were ever friends of their Country through the 
American Revolutionary War & said were Rawls & his two eldest brother's John [John Rawls] & 
Cotter [Cotter Rawls] were generally esteemed active & brave soldiers through all of the Southern 
Struggles Viz. from the fall of Savannah of Georgia till the evacuation of Savannah aforesaid & 
Charleston of South Carolina soon after said William moved into the State of Georgia & after many 
years moved to Middle Florida where he now resides. 
 Sworn to before made this 24th of October 1832 
S/ John Little, JP 
     S/ McKeen Greene 

     
 
[Veteran was pension at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as a 
private for 2 years in the South Carolina militia.] 
 
________________________________________________________ 
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South Carolina Audited Accounts7 relating to William Rawls   pp10 
Audited Account No. 6271 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/15/22 
[p 6] 
    No. 57 
[No.] 1583 
[Book] X 
William Rawles [sic] for 192 Days duty in Militia from the 20 August 1779 to 5 June 1781 
   Amount £27.8.6 ½ Stg [Sterling] 
                                                 
6 McKeen Greene (Green) W7561 
7 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for a 
specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” box followed 
by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file and the ‘Audited 
Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the South Carolina Archives. 
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“John Garvin’s name as Captain is Counterfeited for 110 days” 
See over – for remark above 
   S/ E D 
Exd. J. Mc. A. G. [Examined by John McCall, Adjutant General] 
Certified since the above by Captain Garvin himself, therefore Passed £27.8.6 
   S/ T J 
 
Received Columbia 4th of January 1791 from Commissioner’s [of the] Treasury an Indent No. 1583 
Book X4 27 pounds 8/6 ½ in full for 192 Days duty in Militia 
£27.8.6 ½     S/  Joshua Loper 

      
 
[p 7] 
Gentlemen 
Please to Deliver to Mr. Joshua Loper and Indent for all my Public Accounts as I have Sold the same to 
him as witness my hand this 13th day of December 1790 and you will much oblige 
     Your humble Servant 
     S/ Wm Rawls 

      
To the treasurers of South Carolina 
Witness Curtis Loper 
 
[p 8] 
    No. 86 
[No.] 499 [Book] Y   21 November 1785 
William Rawls for 44 days duty performed and Captain Garvin’s company of the Granville County 
Regiment from June 19th to August 1st 1779 inclusive at 1/5 per day £3.2.4 [Sterling 
Not attested 
Exd. J. Mc. A. G. [Examined by John McCall, Adjutant General] 
 
Gentlemen/ 
You’ll please me p. John Fenwick Esquire my Indents in your Office & oblige Your humble Servant 
14th July 1787     S/  William Rawls 

       
 
[p 9:  Printed form of Indent No. 499 Book Y] 
 
[p 10: Reverse of the above Indent] 


