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Pension application of Edward Sims S46524     f39VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    2/22/12: rev'd 5/28/21 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
South Carolina Richland district} 
 Before me Langdon Cheves one of the Associate Judges of the State aforesaid, personally 
appeared Edward Sims and made oath that he served as a private soldier in the regular Army of 
the United States in the revolutionary war in the second Virginia Regiment in Captain Boyer's 
Company, attached to the infantry under Colonels Washington [William Washington] and 
Kirkwood ; that he enlisted sometime in the spring of the year 1780, and was discharged 
sometime in the year 1782, to the best of his recollection, having enlisted during the war; and 
that he was discharged in consequence of a wound which he received in the Service.  That in 
attempting to burn a house near the Fort at the siege of Ninety Six [May 21-June19, 1781],1 in 
the State aforesaid, accompanied by a Sergeant and eight men besides much himself, he received 
a wound in his ankle, of which he has been lame ever since; and with which he has often been 
laid up for a week at a time; that he is now old and infirm, and from his reduced circumstances 
requires the assistance of his country; that he does not at this time receive nor has he received a 
pension from the State nor from the United States for his support; that he received a regular 
discharge at McCord's ferry in this State to pass him through the Country to head quarters, to be 
placed on the list of invalids; but that being unable to travel, he has remained in this state ever 
since, and that he gave the aforesaid discharge to either General Winn [Richard Winn], or a Mr. 
Craig to enable them to receive his pay, and that he has never had it since; that while in the 
hospital, he was under the care of Dr. Brownfield, Surgeon of the United States hospital, as will 
appear by his certificate2 herewith transmitted. 
     S/ Edward Sims, ES his mark 
Sworn to before me this 14th of November 1818 
S/ Langdon Cheves 
 
[p 25] 
I do Certify that Edward Sims was a Soldier in the American Revolutionary War in the Virginia 
line, A detachment was taken from the said line to act as light Infantry to Colonel Washington's 
Regiment of Cavalry, which Detachment I commanded as Lieutenant which was my rank in the 
said Virginia line; at the siege of Ninety Six in 1781 in an unsuccessful attempt to burn the 
Abbittes at the Spring Redoubt, the above named Edward Sims was shot through the Heel, & out 

                                                 
1 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_ninety_six.html  
2 I did not see any such certificate in this file. 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_ninety_six.html


of a Sergeant and twelve men that was sent to accomplish the above attempt only one escaped 
but what was killed or wounded; The above Circumstances (being remarkable) I have ever 
retained to this day & am willing at any time to be qualified to the same. 
 Given under my hand at Stateburg this 18th of November 1818 
      S/ Reuben Long3 

       
 
[p 24] 
State of South Carolina 
 Captain Reuben Long, who has signed the within certificate, being duly sworn made oath 
before me, that all the facts stated therein are true to the best of his knowledge & believe.  And 
he further states that he is perfectly acquainted with the person of the within named Edward Sims 
& saw the wound which he received immediately after he received the same; that the said Sims 
was then under his command as one of a Corps of infantry detached for the purpose of acting as 
light infantry with Colonel Washington's Regiment of Cavalry, & which Corps was, as this 
deponent again asserts, then under the command of Colonel Washington; that he believes the said 
Sims was taken from the company commanded by Captain Bozier [?]4 of Colonel Campbell's 
[Lt. Col. Richard Campbell’s] Regiment of the Virginia line on the Continental establishment, & 
also that he was more than nine months in service; And this deponent further adds, that he 
himself was then a Lieutenant in the Regiment called at that time the 2nd of the Virginia line on 
the Continental establishment, and commanded by Major Sneed [Smith Snead] 
       S/ Reuben Long 
Sworn to & subscribed this 8th of November 1819 before me 
S/ Jno. Waties 
 
[p 9] 
South Carolina Richland District} On this 24th day of October 1820 personally appeared in open 
Court being a Court of record for the said District Edward Sims aged sixty-one years resident in 
the said District who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath declare that he 
served in the Revolutionary War as follows: 
viz. in the second Regiment of the Virginia line under Colonel Bluford [Abraham Buford?] in 
Boyers Company afterwards transferred to the command of Colonel Howard [John Eager 
Howard] in Captain Wallaces Company and was at the Battle of the Cowpens [January 17, 
1781]5 in South Carolina afterwards in a detachment which was taken from the line of Virginia 
Troops to act as Light Infantry to Colonel Washington's Regiment of Cavalry & was at the siege 
of Ninety Six under Lieutenant Reuben Long acting as Captain.  That he has applied for and 
obtained a pension certificate of $8 per month up to the 4th of March 1820 which said certificate 
is registered in the office of the Secretary of War in Book B volume 9 page 163 and I do 
                                                 
3 Reuben Long S46457 

4  
5 https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_cowpens.html  

http://southerncampaign.org/pen/s46457.pdf
https://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_cowpens.html


solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 
and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever disposed of my 
property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the 
provision of an act of Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land 
and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war” passed on the 18th day of March 
1818, and that I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property, or securities, contracts 
or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in the schedule hereto 
annexed and by me subscribed viz. 
 200 Acres of Pine Land valued at     $200 
 1 Mare valued at           10 
 4 Cows valued at           40 
 20 Hogs valued at           20 
 4 Sheep valued at             8 
 Household furniture valued at          50 
 And this declarant further states that he is a farmer by occupation but in consequence of 
his age and infirmities is not able to do much work.  That he has five children living and residing 
with him one of whom a daughter has been married but whose husband is deceased leaving three 
small children who all reside with this declarant and are supported by him. 
       S/ Edward Sims, ES his mark 
 
[p 27] 
State of South Carolina 
For the purpose of obtaining the Benefits of the Act of Congress entitled an act for the Relief of 
certain officers & Soldiers of the Army of the Revolution approved on the 15th day of May, I 
Edward Sims of Richland District in the State of South Carolina do hereby declare that I enlisted 
in the Continental line of the Army of the revolution for & during the war, & continued in its 
service until its termination at which period I was a private in Captain Boyer's Company of the 
2nd Virginia Regiment, & that I was an invalid & unable from wounds to go from South 
Carolina, to the North in due time to report myself for the pension I was entitled to.  I further 
declare that afterwards, I delivered to James Craig Esquire, my certificate, furlough or discharge 
& also a power of attorney to collect whatever might be due to me from the United States by 
virtue of those documents, I suppose & believe, his agent General Richard Winn, a member of 
the House of Representatives United States, from South Carolina, did receive the certificate for 
me of the reward of $80 to which I was entitled under the Resolve of Congress passed the 15th 
May 1778, and which was duly received by me. 
 And I further declare that I was not on the 15th May 1828 on the pension list of the 
United States. 
 Witness my hand this 7th day of July in the year 1828. 
     S/ Edward Sims, SS his mark 
 
[p 12: On July 14, 1853 in Fairfield District South Carolina, John Sims, 64, Duke Sims, 52 and 
Rachel Curlee, 58, filed a claim stating they are the only surviving children of Edward Sims 
deceased who was a private soldier (a drummer they think) in the revolutionary war and 
pensioned at the rate of $96 per year; that he was dropped from the rolls in 1820 on account of 
property; that their father died September 11, 1832 and that their mother, the wife of said 
Edward, died before him and that he did not marry again. 



 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing November 14, 1818 for service 
as a private for 2 years in the Virginia Continental line.] 
 
 
Addendum to Edward Sims S46524 
   Transcribed and annotated by C. Leon Harris. 28 May 2021. 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia. The file also includes a copy of the federal 
pension application.] 
 
His Excellency Gov’r Floyd [John Floyd of Virginia]  Columbia [SC] July 23d 1830 
 Sir  Edward Sims enlisted under Capt Boyer; Frebrecer Leut. or Full Col. [sic: Col. 
Christian Febiger VAS675] of his Regiment, in the Virginia Line of Continentals. he fought at 
[illegible] at the Cowpens at Camden [Battle of Hobkirk Hill, 25 Apr 1781] & at the siege of 
Ninety Six – after his first elistment he was transfered from Company to Company until at the 
Siege of Ninety Six he was attached to a Light Infantry Company commanded by Capt. Reuben 
Long which was sometimes Marched to Col Wm Washingtons Corps of Cavalry. He volunteered 
to go on the forlorn Hope at ninety Six, to fill up the fosse & break down the abbatis [sic: abatis] 
preparatory to a storm intended by Gen’l Green [sic: Nathanael Greene], & was one of three out 
of the whole party who escaped without being made prisoner or were killed – being nevertheless 
badly wounded. I have been instrumental in placing him on the Pension List which from his age 
his large family & his poverty and from his Services & suffering he was well entitled to. 
His discharge was sent on to Philadelphia by Gen’l R. Winn [Richard Winn] then Representative 
in Congress very many years ago in order to try receiving his arrearages of Pay where it is 
supposed to have been lost or after being transfered to the City of Washington to have been 
burned in the War Office – he received his pay at that time procured for him by Gen’l Winn. To 
supply this loss in his late application for a pension he procured the Certificate of Maj’r R Long; 
the Capt under whom he last served who[?] of his serving & of his gallantry in his last action at 
96. also the Certificate of Dr Brownfield [Robert Brownfield BLWt306-300] of his being under 
his care in the Hospital attached to Green’s Army These are now in the Treasury of the United 
States  
A Mr Anthony Evans of Bedford County Virg’a has informed him by Letter that there is a 
Warrant for Land due to him by your State & offers to procure the Warrant for one half. I 
thought the Terms hard upon an old Continental & therefore have advised him not to reply to this 
friendly offer until I can obtain some Information on the subject from you – and I, taking it for 
granted that you (whom I never saw but whom I know perfectly well); would consider it no 
trouble to aid the Worn out Veteran in obtaining what is justly due to him have taken the Liberty 
to make this application for him. I have known Sims for forty years & believe every fact 
concerning him as above stated to be true. The Certificates above alluded to can be obtained or 

https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?query=any,contains,Military%20Records%20Virginia,AND&query=any,contains,Revolutionary%20War%20Bounty%20Warrants,AND&tab=Digital&search_scope=DIGITAL&vid=01LVA_INST:01LVA&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0


Copies of them – will any other Testimony be required to enable him to obtain his Land Warrant 
– any other Information as to right of Location will be thankfully 
received – with great respect I am/ your Excellency’s most/ ob’t Ser’t 
      John Taylor late Gov’r SC (1826-1828] 
[there is a postscript that is mostly undeciphered] 


