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Pension application of Thomas Pemberton1 S46403    f15VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     10/9/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
Received of the Secretary of War, a Land warrant No.  1751, issued in my name as a Captain of 
light Dragoons, for three hundred acres, for my services in the Continental Army & which was 
lodged in the hands of William Alexander Esquire for location.  – Washington one August 1805 
    S/ Thomas Pemberton 

     
 
 For the purpose of obtaining the benefits of an act entitled "An act for the relief of certain 
surviving Officers & Soldiers of the Army of the Revolution" approved on the 15th of May 1828, 
I Thomas Pemberton of the County of Goochland in the State of Virginia, do hereby declare that 
I was an officer in the Continental Line of the Army of the Revolution, and as such served to the 
end of the War; at which period I was a Captain in the First Regiment of Cavalry of the 
Continental Line. 
 I also declare, that I afterwards received certificates (commonly called commutation 
certificates) for a sum equal to the amount of five years full pay; which some was offered by the 
resolve of Congress of the 22nd of March 1783, instead of the half pay for life, to which I was 
entitled under the resolve of the 21st of October 1780. 
 Witness my hand this 26 day of June 1828. 
     S/ Thomas Pemberton 

      
[Archelaus Perkins and Edwin Turpin gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
   Revolutionary Claims 
    Treasury Department, 
     July 30, 1828 
 Thomas Pemberton of __ in the County of Goochland in the State of Virginia has applied 
to the Secretary of the Treasury for the benefits of the act, entitled "An act for the relief of certain 
surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolution," approved the 15th of May, 1828.  He states 
that was an officer in the Continental line, and served as such to the end of the War, 
at which period he was a Captain in the First regiment of the Cavalry line; and that he received 

                                                 
1 BLWt1751-300 Capt. Issued Aug. 24, 1789 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


commutation certificates for the five years full pay granted by the resolve of 22 March, 1783; 
and, further, that he has received as a pensioner since the 3rd of March 1826, nothing dollars, 
paid to him by the agent in the State of __ 
 The Third Auditor is requested to report how far the several statements are corroborated 
by the records in his Office. 
     By order of the Secretary 
      S/ F. A. Dickins 
 
   Treasury Department, 
    Third Auditor's Office, 
    August 2nd, 1828 
 It appears by the records of this office, that final settlement certificates had been issued 
for the commutation of five years full pay to Captain Thomas Pemberton of Dragoons in the 
Virginia line, amounting to three thousand dollars. 
 It further appears that Thomas Pemberton is not now on the pension list of any agency, 
and has not been so since the 3rd March 1826 at the rate of __ per month. 
       S/ Peter Hagner, Aud. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
[From bounty land records in the Library of Virginia] 
 
I do hereby Certify that Captain Thomas Pemberton joined my Troop of Cavalry in the month of 
June 1776, as a Volunteer, he afterwards obtained a Commission in the Regiment commanded by 
Colonel Bland and I trust, he is entitled to the same emoluments allowed to others. 
 Given under my hand this 13th of November 1793 [could be 1795] 
     S/ Benjamin Temple, Late 
     Lieut. Col.  

     
 Captain Pemberton was never Deranged but considered upon the last Arrangement made 
of the Virginia Line in February 1783 as a redundant Officer liable to be called into Service and 
is entitled by resolution of Congress to all the emoluments of an officer serving to the end of the 
War. 
    S/ James Wood, late B. G.  

     
[There is another file relating to this officer but the contents of that file are largely illegible due 
to the poor quality of the images of the documents as posted online.] 
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