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Pension application of John Thomas S42040    f12NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 3/7/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
United States – North Carolina District 
 John Thomas, of the County of Craven & District aforesaid, declare on oath; -- That on or 
about the third day of March 1777, he was enlisted as a Drummer by Major Levi Dawson & put 
under the command of Captain Charles Stuart [Charles Stewart], of the fifth Regiment of the 
North Carolina line, on the Continental establishment, in the war of the Revolution.  He enlisted 
in the County of Craven aforesaid, marched to Halifax, in the District aforesaid, joined the troops 
there as they came from Charleston & marched with them northwardly, through Petersburg, 
Georgetown (where he was stationed a short time), Baltimore & Philadelphia, to the Valley 
Forge, where he went into winter quarters. 
 In the Spring following he marched to the North River, where he remained some 
considerable time; sometimes marching & sometimes stationed – thence he was marched to the 
White Plains – back again to the North River & thence to Paramus in New Jersey, where he took 
winter quarters – He afterwards marched to Charleston (South Carolina) and was there taken 
prisoner at the capture of that city by the enemy [Charleston South Carolina fell to the British on 
May 12, 1780].  While stationed at Charleston & before its captured by the British, Deponent 
obtained his regular discharge, from Colonel John Patton, the Colonel of the second Regiment 
and then volunteered his services for three months in the Militia.  He obtained a parole of honor 
from the British commander & returned home.  Deponent served the full term of three years as 
Drummer in the regular Army, against the common enemy as aforesaid, under the same Captain, 
but were shifted to the second Regiment.  His discharge, obtained as aforesaid, was destroyed in 
a storm, by getting wet, and was dated on or about the end of three years after his said 
enlistment.  Deponent was in the battles of Brandywine [September 11, 1777], Germantown 
[October 4, 1777], Stony Point [July 16, 1779] & Monmouth [June 28, 1778]; & at the Siege & 
fall of Charleston.  He is very needy & from his reduced circumstances he needs the assistance of 
his Country for Support. 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me the 29th day of April 1818. 
 S/ H. Potter, DJUSNC 
     S/ John Thomas, X his mark 
 
 United States – North Carolina District 
 James Jones,1 of the County of Carteret & District aforesaid, maketh oath – That he is 
well acquainted with John Thomas, the Applicant for pension now present.  He first became 
acquainted with him in the regular Army of the United States in the year 1777, while they were 
                                                 
1 Very probably the James Jones who filed in US District Court for his pension on April 29, 1818.  James Jones 
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both marching from North Carolina to the northward.  The said John Thomas was then serving as 
a Drummer in the fifth Regiment under Captain Stuart, of the North Carolina lines in the 
Continental establishment, in the war of the Revolution.  Deponent & said Thomas served in said 
line together, from the time of their first acquaintance aforesaid, till deponent was discharged, in 
1780.  The said Thomas was in the battles of Brandywine, Stony Point & Monmouth, to the 
knowledge of this deponent, & served faithfully as he believes, against the common enemy in the 
line aforesaid, as Drummer aforesaid. 
 Sworn to & subscribed before me this 29th day of April 1818. 
 S/ H. Potter, DJUSNC 
      S/ James Jones, /= his mark 
 
2nd Regiment  
 John Thomas private 3 March 1777 War 
5th Regiment 
 John Thomas muster 1777 War private December 1777 
10th Regiment 
 John Thomas private 10th November 78, 9 months 
 The above are true abstracts taken from the muster roll of the North Carolina Continental 
line in the revolutionary War. 
 Given under my hand this 22nd of June 1818. 
    S/ Wm Hill, Secretary of State 
 
State of North Carolina, Craven County 
 Before me John F. Smith one of the Justices of the Peace of Craven County, Personally 
appeared Isaac Perkins2 and James Jones and made oath that they were soldiers of the second 
North Carolina Regiment in the Continental line in the War of the Revolution, that John Thomas, 
now of Craven County and citizen of the United States, was a private Soldier in the Company of 
Captain Charles Stewart, and the Second North Carolina Regiment of the Continental line and 
said John Thomas to the knowledge of these deponents served in said Regiment, more than three 
years, was with deponents at the battles of Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth and was taken 
prisoner at Charleston – deponents also say that John Thomas is now near 60 years of age, feeble 
in body, and in very reduced circumstances and greatly needs the assistance of his Country. 
S/ Jno. F. Smith, JP     S/ Isaac Perkins, X his mark 
       S/ James Jones, /= his mark 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing April 29, 1818, for service as a 
private for 3 years in the North Carolina Continental line.] 

                                                 
2 Isaac Perkins S41953 
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