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Pension application of Benjamin Williams S40691    f15MD 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/20/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
The State of Ohio Hamilton County SS 
 Came personally before me James Silver one of the Associate Judges of the Court of 
Common Pleas in and for the County aforesaid Benjamin Williams who being duly sworn saith 
that he engaged in the revolutionary war in the Army of the United States as a private soldier (as 
well as this deponent now recollects) sometime in the years of 1780 or '81 in Capt. Winchester's 
[perhaps James Winchester's] Company – at George Town [Georgetown] in the State of 
Maryland & he thinks under Col. Adams [Peter Adams] and in General Gist's [Mordecai Gist's] 
Brigade of the Maryland line – & marched to York Town in the State of Virginia and was at the 
Siege of York Town and assisted in the capturing of Cornwallis' Army [October 19, 1781] – 
Sometime after the capture of Cornwallis this deponent was transferred to Capt. John Revelee's 
[perhaps a mistaken attempt to name Capt. Francis Revelly (Revely, Revelley, etc.)] Company of 
Infantry – belonging to the same Brigade as aforesaid & Remained a soldier in said Capt. 
Revelee's Company to the end of the War – which was about three years that this deponent 
served in the Revolutionary war – 
That this deponent is now old & infirm and possesses but very little property & in indigent 
Circumstances – and stand in need of assistance of his Country. 
Sworn & subscribed before me this 22 day of November 1819 
S/ James Silver     S/ Benjamin Williams, X his mark 
 
State of Ohio Hamilton County: SS 
 On this 1st day of September 1820 personally appeared in open court being a court of 
record for the said County Benjamin Williams aged Sixty-one years resident in said County who, 
being duly sworn according to law doth on his oath declare that he served in the revolutionary 
war as follows that he the said Benjamin Williams enlisted for the term of three years in the year 
1781 in the state of Maryland in the company commanded by Capt. Winchester in the Regiment 
commanded by Col. Adams in the line of the State of Maryland on the Continental 
establishment.  He continued to serve in the said Corps until the end of the War when he was 
discharged from the said service in Annapolis in the state of Maryland that his original 
declaration was dated on the 22nd day of November 1819 that he has received a pension 
certificate, given at the War Office of the United States on the 12th day of June 1820 which said 
certificate is numbered 17478. And in pursuance of the act of the first of May 1820, I do 
solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of March 1818 
and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever disposed of my 
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property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within the 
provision of an act of Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land 
and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war” passed on the 18th day of March 
1818, and that I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property, or securities, contracts 
or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in the schedule hereto 
annexed and by me subscribed.  And I solemnly declare under oath that I am by Occupation a 
Farmer and I have a wife and eight children living the youngest of whom is Eleven years of age 
my children are all capable of earning a living by their labor, four of whom now reside in my 
family Joseph aged 20 years, William aged 17 years, Ezekiel aged 13 years and Eliza aged 22 
years.  My sons labor for me on the farm namely Ezekiel and William: Joseph is for the most part 
acting for himself.  With their assistance I am able to make a living but if that was withdrawn I 
could not support myself by my labor.  I am much afflicted with the Cholic and cannot labor on 
the farm continually and when I do labor I can only do light work and without the assistance of 
my sons I could not carry on the farm that I now occupy under a lease.  My wife is a very sickly 
woman and can do but little tour supporting the family.  I solemnly declare under oath that I need 
the assistance of my Country for support 
Sworn to and subscribed this 1st day of September 1820 in open Court 
S/ Danl. Gaw [?], Clk   S/ Benjamin Williams, X his mark 

 
 



[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing November 22, 1819, for service 
as a private for 3 years in the Maryland Continental line.] 


