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Pension application of John Robertson S38331    f15VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/12/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
Statement of facts relative to the consideration proper to be exhibited by John Robertson of the 
County of Henrico in order that he may receive the benefit of an Act of Congress passed on the 
18th of March 1818 for the relief of the Officers and Soldiers of the Revolution so far as from his 
present unhappy condition can be recollected and explained – viz.: 
 The said John Robertson, now confined to his bed by a paralytic stroke with which by the 
[one or more indecipherable words] of God he was struck sometime in the month of February 
last; and which has rendered it impossible for him to have gone out to avail himself of the 
provisions of the Law aforesaid, since he was informed of the passage thereof, by his friend D. 
M. Randolph; and to which he is ready to make oath – The said Robertson enlisted as a private 
soldier in the year 1776 with John Pleasants his Captain belonging to the 5th Virginia Regiment 
then Commanded as he believes by Colonel Charles Scott (afterwards General Scott) and 
afterwards by Colonel Josiah Parker; that the said John Robertson was in the battles of 
Brandywine [September 11, 1777], Germantown [October 11, 1777] and Trenton [December 26, 
1776], and at a skirmish at the White Plains: that he served two years at the least and afterwards 
received his regular Discharge from the hand of General Muhlenberg at the Camp of Valley 
Forge; which said Discharge he the said Robertson offered at the Land Office at Richmond, to 
know if he was entitled to any bounty lands, in which said Document, or discharge, as far as he 
recollects and believes was not returned to him by the Clerks in the said office one of whom 
however delivered him a written memorandum on the [indecipherable word] of his inquiry at the 
same time, which is the only paper he has or recollects ever to have received (& which is hereto 
delivered) besides the discharge aforesaid; in confirmation of all the premises, as far as my 
memory ever served by the advice of my friend D. M. R. I do hereby affixed my name this 20th 
day of May 1818 
Test:  
S/ D. M. Randolph    S/ John Robertson, X his mark 
 
State of Virginia 
 In Henrico County Court March 6th 1821 on motion it is proven to the Satisfaction of this 
Court that John Robertson a Revolutionary Pensioner who is described in the following Schedule 
and now a resident of the County aforesaid is helpless and infirm that he cannot appear in person 
before this Court – Ordered the following Schedule an affidavit be received and a copy certified 
by the Clerk of Court agreeable to an act of Congress of 1st May 1820 – 
      Schedule 
District of Virginia SS Henrico County to wit 
 On this 15 day of February 1821 before us the Magistrates of the County aforesaid John 
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Robertson aged 71 years, a resident in the County of Henrico in said district, who being first duly 
sworn, according to law, doth, on his oath, and declare that he served in the revolutionary war as 
follows: that he enlisted in February 1776 in a Company commanded by Captain John Pleasants, 
and served with him six months, Also under Captain William Mosby for the space of eighteen 
months in the fifth Virginia Regiment in the line that he was in many battles, that his original 
declaration was made on the 20th May 1818 and the No. of his Pension Certificate 3843 
and I do solemnly swear that I was a resident Citizen of the United States on the 18th day of 
March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift, sale or in any manner whatever disposed 
of my property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it as to bring myself within 
the provision of an act of Congress entitled “an act to provide for certain persons engaged in the 
land and naval service of the United States in the revolutionary war” passed on the 18th day of 
March 1818, and that I have not nor has any person in trust for me any property, or securities, 
contracts or debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in the schedule 
hereto annexed and by me subscribed: viz.: 50 acres of land valued at $2 per acre, and no other 
property of any kind whatever, of occupation being been written and helpless for 3 years, having 
2 daughters Jane and Drucilla [?]1 not competent to support themselves, that he stands in need of 
Assistance of his Country for support 
Sworn to and declared on the 15th day of February 1821 before 
S/ W. Dandridge, JP    S/ John Robertson, X his mark 
S/ Jno. G. Mosby, JP 
 
[f p. 11: undated and unsigned document which reads: 
"John Robinson, the eldest 
Thomas Robertson, next –   three brothers 
George Robertson – youngest 
 
John enlisted and served 2 years as a private in the Continental line – he says he has drawn his 
pay – he is not entitled to any land bounty. 
 
Thomas enlisted for 2 years as a private on the Continental line – 'tis said that he died in the 
service and had not drawn all his pay – he was not entitled to any land bounty – he never 
married & John, his eldest brother, is his heir at law. 
 
George, enlisted and served 3 years as a private in the Continental line – in 1783 received a 
warrant for his Land bounty of 100 acres – he is now dead, and 'tis not known whether he 
received all his pay – he has children living who are entitled to the balance of his pay if any is 
you." ] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing May 20th, 1818, for service as a 
private in the Virginia Continental line.] 
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