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Pension application of Nehemiah Tolar (Toler) S3822   f17NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 7/26/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 6] 
State of North Carolina, County of Wayne} Superior Court of Law Fall Term 1832 
 On this 3rd day of October 1832 personally appeared in open Court before J. J. Daniel 
Judge of the Superior Court of Law now sitting Nehemiah Tolar aged about 93 years a resident 
of the County of Wayne who being first duly sworn according to Law, doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 7, 1832. 
 That he was drafted in the service of the United States in the war of the Revolution and 
served under Captain Lazarus Crawford until Gates defeat [Battle of Camden, August 15-16, 
1780] – when he came home and was sick – he served five or six months -- 
 After that he volunteered in a company of Light Horse under Captain John Grantham and 
Captain David Jernigan [David Jernigan Jr.] and served three months more and was discharged 
regularly.  He has no documentary evidence of his service – but Colonel Ezekiel Slocumb1 was 
with him and knows all about it. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
     S/ Nehemiah Toler [sic], X his mark 
 
[p 6] 
I, Ezekiel Slocumb, of the County of Wayne and State of North Carolina, do hereby certify on 
oath that in April 1780, Nehemiah Tolar was drafted in company with this Affiant, in the service 
of the United States, in Wayne County N. C., under Captain Lazarus Crawford, Lieutenant 
Dudley [perhaps Samuel Dudley of Dobbs County], Ensign Willoughby Williams in the Second 
Regiment of N. C. Line commanded by Colonel Benjamin Exum, that said tour was marched to 
Fayetteville N.C. and remained there two or three weeks – thence was stationed Cape Fear 
[River] at Alex Aavers's [?]2 above Fayetteville for a few days – thence in Randolph County N. 
C. where he remained a week or thereabouts, thence to Cheraw Hill S. C. and was stationed there 
for a few days – from Cheraw following the British Army to Camden SC.  At the Battle of 
Camden affiant believes said Tolar was present – remembering to have seen him in the evening 
before, and having supped with him after the defeat, when the scattered forces were gathering in 
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Wayne to meet the Army at Hillsboro NC.  Applicant remembers that there was a report that said 
Tolar was sick and could not join them.  Said Tolar was at least five months in this Term of 
service. 
 This affiant remembers also that Tolar was at one time a member of a Troop of horse in 
the County of Wayne – and believes he served as he states – and believes that he was engaged in 
a skirmish or two with the Tories.  Affiant knows that said Tolar was in those times reputed to be 
a true & staunch Whig – and never heard an insinuation to the contrary. 
 Sworn to and subscribed the day and date aforesaid 
       S/ Ezekiel Slocumb 

      
[Samson Lane, Esqr., and Micajah Cox gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 9] 
Questions prescribed by the War Department &c 
Nehemiah Tolar 
Question 1st  Where and in what year were you born? 
 Ans: In North Carolina, Wayne County I believe in the year 1744 
2nd  Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
 Ans:  I know of none 
3rd  Where were you living when called into service: where have you lived since the 
Revolutionary War and where do you now live? 
 Ans:  I have always lived and now live in North Carolina 
4th  How were you called into service; were you drafted; did you volunteer or were you a 
substitute, and if in substitute, for whom? 
 Ans: I was drafted in my first term and volunteered in my second as stated in my 
Declaration above 
5th  State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops when you served, 
such Continental and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of 
your service. 
 Ans: I have forgotten almost everything at ever knew.  I remember General Gates was 
one General – and was defeated at Camden I remember Colonel McKinan [?]3 in my second 
Tour of service I have named the rest in my declaration above 
6th  Did you ever receive a discharge from the service, and if so, by whom was it given and what 
has become of it? 
 Ans: I received no discharge – from my first Tour in SC.  I received a discharge I believe 
when I left the Troop of horse, but if so have lost it. 
7th  State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood and who 
can testify as to your character for veracity and their belief in your services as a soldier in the 
revolution. 
 Ans:  Col. Ezekiel Slocumb, Joseph Everitt, Sampson Lane Esq., Richard Washington & 
Micajah Cox 
                                                 

3   M. Kinan? M. Kinne, McKinney?  Lt. Col. Kenneth McKenzie of Wayne County is 
known to have served under Col. Benjamin Exum.  Perhaps the veteran is referring to that officer. 



 Sworn to in subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
        S/ Nehemiah Tolar, X his mark 
 
[p 11] 
State of North Carolina, County of Wayne} Superior Court of Law Spring Term 1833 
 Personally appeared in open Court before John R. Donnell Judge of the Superior Court of 
Law for the County of Wayne is Ezekiel Slocumb who being first duly sworn according to law 
deposeth and saith, That the date of the first Term of service as stated in the Declaration &c of 
Nehemiah Tolar bearing date 3rd day of October 1832 made before J. J. Daniel Judge of said 
Court was in April 1780 and thereafter five months at least serving in the capacity of a private. 
 That the date of his second Tour as therein stated was in the fall or winter of 1781 or 
spring of 1782 and thereafter at least three months – in capacity of a private under Colonel __ –  
 This affiant further swears that the intellect of Nehemiah – never strong – is now so 
enfeebled by age and misfortunes that he cannot, in the opinion of this affiant, recall to his 
memory the particulars of his said Services – said Nehemiah is in his dotage – and must depend 
on the memory of others in his application for a pension. 
 Sworn to and subscribed in open court. 
      S/ E. Slocumb 
 
[p 3:  On December 16, 1851 in Wayne County North Carolina, Benjamin Strickland, aged 63 
years, a resident of Wayne County North Carolina filed a power of attorney by which he 
authorized his attorney to pursue the arrearages or any increase in pension due Nehemiah Tolar.  
He signed the document with his mark.  In a separate document the clerk of court found that 
Strickland was the son in law of the veteran and that the veteran died sometime in October 1839] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $29.16 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private in both the infantry & cavalry of the North Carolina militia.] 


