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Pension application of Francis Alexander Hughs S38059    f16VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves      5/14/14 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
Virginia, SS 
 On this 30th day of June 1818, before me the subscriber one of the Judges of the General 
Court of Virginia personally appeared Francis Hughs aged 72 years; resident in Orange County 
in the said State who being by me first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the provision made by the late act of Congress entitled 
"An act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the United States 
in the revolutionary war:" That he the said Francis Hughs enlisted in Orange County in the State 
of Virginia September 1777 in the company commanded by Captain John Francis Mercer of the 
3rd Regiment Continental line; that he continued to serve in the said Corps, or in the service of 
the United States until June 1779 when he was discharged from the service in Petersburg State of 
Virginia, that he was in the battles of Monmouth [June 28, 1778] & some skirmishes and that he 
is in reduced circumstances and stands in need of the assistance of his country for support; and 
that he has no other evidence now in his power of his said services except that enclosed. 
Sworn to and declared before me the day and year first aforesaid 
     S/ Hh. Holmes [Hugh Holmes] 
 
I am well acquainted with General Morgan's & Colonel William Heth's handwriting & am 
satisfied that the signatures to the enclosed papers are genuine. 
     S/ Hugh Holmes 
 
I do hereby Certify that Francis Hughes sometime in the Month of September in the year 1777 
was Hired by William Pannill and myself both of the County of Orange & State of Virginia for 
the term of three years and that I delivered the said Hughes to a Mr. Montjoy [Mountjoy] an 
officer authorized to receive him and that he entered into the service of his Country for that time. 
Given under my hand this 23rd of June 1818 
    S/ Uriah Mallory 

      
 
Sergeant Hughes of my Regiment has a Family.  There are a sufficient number of sergeants in the 
company to which he belongs to spare him and has therefore my approbation for a leave of 
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absence on furlough.   
To Colonel Morgan 
 November 25, 1778    S/ Wm Heth 
        3rd Reg. 

 
 
I do hereby Certify that Francis Hughes Soldier in the Virginia Regiment has leave of absence 
while he gets well of the Small Pox and then to join his Regiment. 
    S/ Alvin Mountjoy 
    Lieutenant 3rd Regiment 

 
 
Permit the Bearer hereof, Francis Alexander Hughs Sergeant in Colonel Heath's Regiment of the 
State of Virginia to pass and repass from his present quarters at Middle Brook [Middlebrook] to 
Orange County in Virginia he having leave of absence for one hundred & fifteen days; at the 
expiration of which he is to return to the quarters of the Regiment he belongs to, wherever it may 
happen to be, (sickness only excepted, of which a proper certificate must be produced,) on pain 
of being treated as a deserter, should he not punctually comply with the terms of this Furlough. 
 Given under my hand at Middle Brooke this 22nd day of December 1778 
      S/ Danl Morgan 



       Colo. Comdt 

 
 
A mutilated muster roll of Captain Robert Powell's company, Colonel William Heth's 3rd and 7th 
Virginia regiments of foot for the month of September dated Newark October 28, '78, has been 
removed from this case to be forwarded to the War Department. 
   J. H. Nov. 11, 1910 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing June 30, 1818, for service as a 
private for 21 months in the Virginia Continental line.] 


