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Pension application of James Johnston S36633    f16GA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/8/09: rev'd 2/23/16 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 5] 
State of Kentucky 
Be it remembered that on this 20th July 1818 James Johnston a Citizen of the County of Logan 
& State aforesaid & made oath that on the 15th May 1776, he enlisted as a private soldier in 
Captain Thomas Chisolm's [Thomas Chisholm's] Company Regiment first commanded by Jos. 
Habersham [Joseph Habersham] Georgia Continental Troops -- that he continued in the service 
of the United States fighting against the British &c from the time aforesaid till the 15th May 
1777 -- and was duly discharged on the 20th May 1777, which now accompanies this application 
-- That by reason of his reduced circumstances he stands in need of the aid of his Government for 
support -- and therefore prays the benefit of a law passed last session of Congress allowing 
support to persons in his situation.  He also relinquishes to the Government his claim to any 
pension heretofore allowed him, war that was allowed by the Government of the United States. 
       S/ Jas. Johnston 

       
State of Kentucky Logan Circuit 
This day James Johnston appeared before me B. Shackelford the Judge of the aforesaid circuit 
and subscribed and swore to the foregoing statement of facts and produced a certificate signed by 
Thomas Chisolm that said James served twelve months in the first Regiment of Georgia 
Continental troops commencing 15th May 1776 and ending 15th May 1777 certificate dated May 
20th 1777.  I am satisfied from the testimony of John Rotrammel [? sic, John Ro. Trammel?]1 
that the said James Johnston is in very low and needy circumstances and requires the assistance 
of his country for support.  Given under my hand this 20th of July 1818. 
     S/ B. Shackelford 
 
[p 13] 
This is to Certify that the bearer hereof James Johnston hath Served Honestly and faithfully as a 
private Soldier in the first Regiment of Georgia Continental Troops for the Space of Twelve 
months the full time for which he Enlisted -- Commencing the 15th of May 1776 and Ending the 
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15th of May 1777.  Certified by me the 20th May 1777  S/ Thos Chisolm 

 
 
This is to Certify that the bearer hereof James Johnston hath this Day Enlisted himself in the 
Georgia Battalion of Captain Thos. Chisholm's Company and hath leave until the first day of 
June.  Certified by me the 18th Day of May 1776 
      S/ Rich'd Cook [Richard Cook] 

 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $8 per month commencing July 20, 1818, for service as a 
private for 12 months in the Georgia Continental line.] 


