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Pension application of John Sprigg Belt S34644 1    f19MD 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     1/17/15 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Maryland Anne Arundel County April 19th 1818 
 John Sprigg Belt of the County and State aforesaid appeared before me the Subscriber 
Associate Judge of the third Judicial District of Maryland and being duly sworn on the Holy 
Evangels of Almighty God deposes, said and declared that he was appointed and commissioned 
as a Lieut. in the fourth Maryland Regiment on the Tenth day of December 1776, and was 
appointed Captain of the said Regiment on the Fifteenth day of December 1777, and served in 
the War of the Revolution against the Common Enemy from the time first mentioned till the 
conclusion of the War, the said John Sprigg Belt further deposes, said and declared as aforesaid 
that from his reduced Circumstances he needs the assistance of his Country for support. 
 The above Deposition sworn to before me the day and year aforesaid 
      S/ Rich'd Ridgely 
 
I certify that it appears by the Musters of Maryland Troops that John Sprigg Belt entered the 
Service as a Lieut. on 10th December 1776 & was appointed Captain on the 15th of December 
1777 And by the Pay Roll it appears that Captain John Sprigg Belt received Arrears of Pay from 
the 1st August 1780 to the 15th of November 1783. 
    S/ R. Loockerman, Audr. Genl. 
 Auditors Office Annapolis 22nd April 1818 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per month commencing April 19, 1818, for service as a 
Capt. for 6 years in the Maryland Continental line.] 
 
[Note: John Sprigg Belt is listed as having served as a Capt. in the 1st Maryland Regiment under 
John Eager Howard at the battle of Eutaw Springs on September 8, 1781.  
See http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_battle_of_eutaw_springs.html ] 
 
[Note:  John Sprigg Belt gave testimony in support of the pension application of Philip Savoy 
S35057 a 'man of colour' as follows:  
I John Sprigg Belt of Anne Arundel County and State of Maryland, do hereby certify that the 
bearer hereof, Philip Sevoy [sic], "a man of Collour" enlisted as a private in the 4th Maryland 
Regiment in the Revolutionary War, that to the best of my recollection he continued therein for 
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several Years – & that he did part of the time serve as a private in my company. 
Given under my hand this 5th day of February 1818. 
    S/ JS Belt 

] 


