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Pension application of Thomas Holland S32327    f31SC 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves 1/6/11 rev'd 4/3/13 & 9/4/22 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' or ‘undeciphered’ 
appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials 
pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information 
on these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to 
the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software 
to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention. Researchers should not rely solely on the transcripts but should review the originals for themselves. These transcripts are intended as an 
aid to research, not to be used in lieu thereof.] 
 
State of Alabama Limestone County} SS 

On this 22nd day of October 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the County 
Court in & for the County of Limestone State of Alabama now sitting, Thomas Holland a 
resident in the County of Limestone aforesaid aged sixty-nine years, who being first sworn 
according to law, doth on his oath make the following Declaration, in order to obtain the benefit 
of the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States 
under the following named officers, and served as herein stated.  That in the winter of 1777 – '78, 
he cannot recollect the month but knows that he was then in the fifteenth year of his age, he 
joined the militia of the State of South Carolina as a volunteer & entered the company of militia 
commanded by Thomas Weemes [Thomas Weems] as Captain & Joseph Pickens as Lieutenant.  
That said company belonged to the Regiment commanded by Andrew Pickens as Colonel.  That 
at the time of joining said Regiment Samuel Taylor, Robert Anderson, William Strain & Samuel 
McCall & Robert Maxwell severally commanded companies in said Regiment, said Robert 
Anderson afterwards became the Colonel & said Samuel Taylor the Major of said Regiment, that 
immediately after joining said Regiment as aforesaid he was marched from 96 District to the 
Savannah River in Georgia & stationed at Fort Charlotte, which was one mile below the mouth 
of Broad River on the South Carolina side of the River & that he was stationed at said Fort about 
three months & from thence being dismissed went to his place of residence, the district of Ninety 
Six afterwards called Abbeville District.  That not long after his return home, he was drafted into 
said company then commanded by said Joseph Pickens as Captain & William Strane [William 
Strain] as Lieutenant & that said company was marched to Fort Independence on Rocky River in 
South Carolina which said Fort was under the command of Captain Tutt [Benjamin Tutt] a 
regular officer, & that he served at said Fort & in marching to [indecipherable word or words] 
thence, three months which was the full time for which he was drafted.  That after his return 
home from Fort Independence said Company was organized as a company of minute men under 
said Joseph Pickens as Captain & said Strain as Lieutenant; That while he was attached to said 
Company he was called into frequent service against the Tories & marched at different times to 
Edisto & Black Swamp in South Carolina & was present at Kettle Creek [February 14, 1779] in 
Georgia when said Colonel Andrew Pickens defeated the Tories, which was in 1779.  That he 
believes he was in actual service whilst engaged in said service as a minute man, at least twelve 
months.  That after the time was out as a minute man, he was marched in the same company 
commanded by said Joseph Pickens, as a volunteer to the siege [May 22-June 19, 1781] of 
Ninety Six (afterwards called Cambridge).  That his Captain said Joseph Pickens was killed at 
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said siege.  That General Greene [Nathanael Greene] was commander in chief at said siege is the 
only officer in the regular service whose name he now recollects.  That he thinks he was about 
two months in service in this campaign.  After his return home, sometimes afterwards he was 
drafted for three months and the said company commanded by said William Strain as Captain & 
said Anderson was the Colonel & said Taylor the Major of the Regiment to which said Company 
belonged & was marched under said Andrew Pickens as Brigadier General through the upper 
part of Georgia against the Cherokee Indians whose towns they broke up & killed many of the 
Indians.  That he served 3 months on this campaign.  That he was born in the State of Maryland 
near the Pennsylvania line & that his father removed from thence to the said District of Ninety 
Six, That he was born 17th December 1763, & that it was so entered in his father's family Bible, 
that after the revolutionary war he continued a short time in said Abbeville District & removed 
thence to Wilkes County State of Georgia & from thence removed to Pendleton District South 
Carolina & thence removed to Madison County State of Alabama in the year 1812 & from thence 
removed into Limestone County State of Alabama about 1815 – where he has ever since & still 
resides.  That he can prove his services by William Eddins Senior & Joseph McClusky & has no 
documentary evidence of his services having never received any written discharge. 

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 

Sworn to and subscribed the day & year aforesaid 
S/ Robert Austin, Jr. Clk   S/ Thomas Holland 

       
[William Eddins, a clergyman, and Reuben Tillman gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[p 18] 
The State of Alabama Limestone County 
 On this 22nd day of October 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the County 
Court in & for the County of Limestone State of Alabama, now sitting, William Eddins1 & 
Joseph McClusky who being first duly sworn according to law – That said Eddins saith that he 
was personally acquainted with Thomas Holland from the year 1777 – that he knows of his 
having served most of the times & places as stated by him this day in his Declaration in open 
Court & is fully satisfied that the declaration subscribed & sworn to by him is strictly true, That 
he was in the same Brigade with said Holland & knew of his serving as he states when he was 
marched to Black Swamp & Edisto & to the siege of Ninety Six afterwards called Cambridge & 
he also knew of his marching on his campaign against the Cherokee Indians in the State of 
Georgia, that he was with said Holland in said campaign & is satisfied from his recollection & 
knowledge of his said services that said Holland served in the said South Carolina militia during 
the revolutionary war more than two years – 
      S/ William Eddins, Senior 

       
Said Joseph McCluskey2 maketh oath that he was personally acquainted with the said Thomas 
Holland before the revolutionary war having lived in the same neighborhood with him, That he 

                                                 
1 William Eddings S3326 
2 Joseph McClaskey (McCloskey, McCleskey) W1449 
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served with the said Thomas Holland in the marches of the South Carolina Militia to Edisto & 
Black Swamp & Ninety Six & against the Cherokee Indians through the upper parts of Georgia, 
that he personally knows that said Thomas Holland belonged to the company of said militia 
mentioned in his said Declaration & that he served with him in the same Brigade at the times & 
places above specified & is fully satisfied from his own knowledge that said Holland served in 
said militia more than 2 years during the revolutionary war. 
     S/ Joseph McCluskey, X his mark 
 
[p 16] 
The State of Alabama Limestone County: SS 
 Personally appeared before me Archibald Harris the undersigned, a Justice of the Peace in 
& for the County of Limestone & State aforesaid Thomas Holland, who being duly sworn 
deposeth & saith that by reason of old age, and the consequent loss of memory, he cannot swear 
positively as to the precise length of his service, but according to the best of his recollection he 
served not less than the periods mentioned below and in the following grades – 
 For six months, I served as a private in the drafted militia of the State of South Carolina.  
For five months I served as a private in the Volunteer Militia of said State & for twelve months I 
served as a private in the volunteer minute men of said State; and for such service I claim a 
pension. 
 Said Thomas Holland further swears in addition to the Declaration of date the 22nd of 
October 1832 to which this is an amendment – That he entered said service as a minute man 
under said Joseph Pickens as Captain in the month of October 1778 – & that it was in the month 
of March 1781 he joined the troops as a volunteer when he marched to the battle or siege of 
Ninety Six so mentioned in his said declaration. 
 Subscribed & sworn to before me this 8th day of April 1833 
S/ A. Harris, JP    S/ Thomas Holland 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $76.66 commencing March 4th, 1831, for one-year and 11 
months service as a private in the South Carolina militia.] 
______________________________ 
 
South Carolina Audited Accounts3 relating to Thomas Holland  pp 6 
Audited Account No. 3692 
  Transcribed and annotated by Will Graves   9/4/22 
 
[p 2] 
[Book] O  No. 28   April 25, 1785 
[No.] 499 
Mr. Thomas Holland his account of Militia Duty as Private per Captain Strain’s Pay Bill from the 
15th September to 24th of October 1780 to say 40 Days at 20/ [20 shillings old South Carolina 
currency per day] 
  [Currency] £40 

                                                 
3 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AAs) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for 
a specific person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” 
box followed by a comma and the person’s Christian name.  The number behind the ‘pp’ indicates the number of pages in the file 
and the ‘Audited Account No.’ is the actual Account Number assigned by the South Carolina Archives. 

http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/


  Stg. [Sterling] £5.14.3 ¼  
Exd. W.R. [Examined by W. R. [identity unknown]] 
J. Mc. A.G. [approved by] John McCall, Adjutant General] 
 
[p 3:  Restatement of the veteran’s services as set forth above except in a slightly different 
format.] 
 
Received 25 April 1785 from the Commissioners of the Treasury and Indent No. 499, Book O for 
the above in full Satisfaction for the Same 
  By Virtue of an Order 
   S/ Jacob holland 

    
 
[p 4] 
State of South Carolina Ninety Six District}  
To the Publick treasurers 
of said State     Gentlemen/ Please to Deliver to Mr. Jacob Holland the 
indents Due to me for my Services to the Publick; included in Returns made by Col. Robert 
Anderson into the auditor’s office as I have entrusted the said Jacob Holland to Receive the same 
for me as witness my hand this 27 day of May 1785 
     S/ Thomas Holland 

      
This is to Sertify that Thomas Holland Did Sign the above order in my Presence this 27 Day of 
May 1785 
   S/ Willm Luckie, JP 
 
[p 5:  Printed form of Indent No. 499 Book O] 
 
[p 6:  Reverse of the above Indent bearing endorsements by Jacob Holland and John Walker.] 


