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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  
Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes 
have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed question mark indicates that 
the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in brackets indicates that at the time I made 
the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and genealogical information is 
abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research 
requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern 
accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as 
numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  
Please call material errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
Territory of Arkansas, County of Hempstead 
 On the fourth day of October in the year of our Lord 1832 personally appeared in open court 
before the Honorable Thomas P. Eskridge one of the Judges of the Superior Court of the Territory of 
Arkansas aforesaid, and sole Judge now sitting and presiding in the Circuit Court holden in and for the 
County of Hempstead aforesaid William Canaway [sic] a resident of the County of Hempstead and 
Territory of Arkansas aged about 69 years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath 
make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June the 
seventh 1832, to wit: That from the best information in his possession he was born on or about the 
second day of November 1761 in the State of South Carolina near Broad River, whence his parents 
removed when he was about two years old he was removed to Packet [sic, Pacolet] River in the State of 
South Carolina where he was raised and lived during the American Revolution, where he married and 
had three children, that in the year of 1787 he removed to the State of Georgia, Washington County, 
where he resided about three years, thence he removed back into South Carolina Abbeville County 
Rocky River where he remained about one year, then he removed to Columbia Richland County State 
of South Carolina where he resided about three years.  In the year 1800 he removed west of the river 
Mississippi to a French village about thirty miles below New Madison [?], that he lived there until the 
year 1810 when he removed to Spring River, where he lived several years, thence he removed to 
Hempstead County Arkansas Territory where he now resides.  That from lapse of time he finds himself 
unable to state the particular terms and dates of service performed by him during the war of the 
Revolution.  That he entered the service of the United States as a militia man in the year of 1778 or 
1779 in the State of South Carolina he was at that time commanded by Col. John Anderson, that his 
Captain was named Dennis Trammell [Dennis Tramell].  The company was designated as mounted 
Rangers and served six months they were all volunteers, that he was at the battle of the Cowpens 
[January 17, 1781] and that the company he belonged to attack a Tory Fort called Mud Lick 
[Mudlick1], but failed in taking it.  He further states that he received a severe wound in the left arm at 
the battle of the Cowpens that shattered the joints which has never got entirely well.  That he served as 
a volunteer and belonged to the mounted Rangers from the year 1779 until the termination of the war, 
and was commanded by the different officers and amongst others the following officers, Captain 
Lawson [John Lawson] was commanded by Colonel Roebuck [Benjamin Roebuck], Captain Dixon 
[Jeremiah Dickson] who was commanded by Colonel White, Captain John Nap [John Napp, maybe 
same man as Capt. John Mapp] , that during said period he was in several engagements & skirmishes 
with the enemy and particularly at the battle of the black stocks [sic, Blackstock's Plantation, 
November 20, 1780]] on Tiger River where General Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter] commanded and at 
the battle of Mud Lick Fort where Colonel Brannon [sic, Thomas Brandon] commanded at a battle on 
                                                 
1 a/k/a Fort Williams December 31, 1780 or Williams' Plantation 
http://www.carolana.com/SC/Revolution/revolution_williams_plantation.html  
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fair forest [sic, Fairforest Creek] where Colonel Brandon commanded that he served as a mounted 
Ranger under Colonel Anderson for upwards of six months. 
 The following interrogatories were propounded to the said William Conway by the court, to wit: 
Where and in what year were you born? 
Answer: I was born in the state of South Carolina in the year of 1761. 
Have you any record of you age and if so where is it? 
Answer: I had my age recorded in a Bible but it was burnt up in my house on Spring River. 
Where were you living when called into service and where have you lived since the Revolutionary 
War, and where do you now live? 
Answer: When I entered the service I resided in South Carolina.  I lived in South Carolina and Georgia 
until 1800 when I removed west of the Mississippi, I now reside in Hempstead County Arkansas 
Territory. 
How were you called into the service, were you drafted, did you volunteer or were you a substitute and 
if a substitute, for whom? 
Answer: Volunteers were called for and I always entered the Army as a volunteer and served as such.  I 
never served as a substitute. 
State the names of the general officers who were with the troops where you served, such Continental 
and militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your service. 
Answer: The general officers were Morgan [Daniel Morgan], Sumter, Greene [Nathanael Greene], 
Marion [Francis Marion], Gates [Horatio Gates] &c. I served as a mounted Ranger all the time I was in 
the service. 
Did you ever receive a discharge from the service: if so, by whom was it given and what has become of 
it? 
Answer: I never received any discharge. 
Did you ever receive a commission, if so by whom was it signed and what has become of it? 
Answer: I never did receive a commission but I served as a second Lieutenant in Captain Lawson's 
company of mounted Rangers for six months.  Said deponent further states that to the best of his 
recollection he served under the following Captains, to wit: under Captain Trammell six months; under 
John Lawson, six months; under Captain Jeremiah Dickson six months; under John Nap, Captain, six 
months; that he served under said officers as a mounted Ranger between the years of 1779 and 1783 
but he is unable to state the particular dates that he served under said officers, that he has no 
documentary evidence that will prove his services in the revolutionary war, that he knows of no person 
whose testimony he can procure who can testify to his service except old Mrs. Mary Dickson whose 
testimony he cannot procure who now resides in Clark County Arkansas Territory about 35 miles from 
this place, but on account of her age and infirmity it is impossible for him to procure her testimony. 
 Question propounded by the court.  
State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighborhood who can testify as to 
your character for veracity and good behavior, your services as a soldier in the revolution. 
Answer: I am known to and well acquainted with the Reverend John Henry, the Reverend Tilman L. 
Patterson, Matthew Gray a merchant at Hempstead Court House and also Ephraim Merrick [?] also a 
merchant at Hempstead Court House, who can make statements as to my integrity and honesty. 
 Deponent further states that he never received a pension from the United States government or 
any state in the United States.  He further states that he never applied for a pension for his services 
during the Revolutionary War but was informed and believed that he would have received a pension if 
he had applied on account of the wound received at the battle of the Cowpens.  I the said William 
Conway to hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and 
declare that my name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any State. 
        S/ William Conway 



         
[Tilman Patterson, a clergyman, gave a standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 6 months 
service as a private in the South Carolina militia.] 
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[p 2] 
South Carolina 
Ninety Six District} Personally appeared before Andrew Pickens one of the Justices assigned to keep 
the peace in said District – William Conway and on oath that on or about the 1st of April last, he lost a 
Certain bay horse which he believes was Stole by the Indians, when he was in the Service of the State 
as a light horseman, and that he hath never Received any value for said horse 
Signed and Sworn to before 
me – July 30th 1779 
S/ Andrew Pickens, JP    S/ William Conway 

3  
 
South Carolina Ninety Six District} Personally appeared before me Samuel Hill and John McAdam and 
after being Sworn to value a certain bay horse the property of William Conway, and lost about the 1st of 
April last in the Public Service, Say that they perfectly knew the above mentioned horse and hath 
appraised him at one thousand pounds Currency.4 
Signed and sworn to before 
me – 30th July 1779      S/ Samuel Hill 
S/ Andrew Pickens, JP     S/ John McAdam 

        
 
[p 3] 
   No. 32 
                                                 
2 The South Carolina Audited Accounts (AA) are now available online at http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/.  To find the AA for a specific 
person, click on the Just take me to the search page link, then enter the person’s surname first in the “Full name” box followed by a 
comma and the person’s Christian name. 
3 Based on the numerous examples of his signature which I have encountered in the creation of this database, I believe this 
to be the signature of General Andrew Pickens. 
4 old South Carolina currency 
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William Conway 
for a Bay horse supposed to be 
Stolen from him whilst in the Pub 
lic Service about the 1st of April last 
valued at 
One Thousand Pounds 
  Ex’d  
   BD 
Referred to the Assembly 
In Council 1st December 79 


