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Pension application of Josiah Zerry (Terry) S31508    fn14VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/12/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky Grayson County: Sct. 
 On this 26 day of November 1832, personally appeared in Open Court before Eli 
Bozorthe [?], Charles H. Stuteville [?], Joseph Boone, William Paterson, George W Neighbours, 
Joseph Wilson, William C Wortham, Henry [illegible], William Brunk & John Patterson the court 
of Grayson County in the State of Kentucky now setting Josiah Zerry a resident of Grayson 
County and State of Kentucky aged seventy seven years who being first duly sworn according to 
law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of 
Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he was born in Botetourt County in the State of Virginia on 
the 2nd day of April 1755 and there resided until he entered the service of the United States.  
That he entered the service of the United States in the Revolutionary War in the summer of the 
year 1774 under Captain Joseph Rentfro in the militia of Virginia in Botetourt County State of 
Virginia and was stationed three months and guarding Madisons Fort [Madison's Fort] in the 
same County, the forts and frontiers in the Western part of Virginia being exposed to the Indians 
a guard had to be and was constantly kept by the governments and in the year 1776 he 
volunteered under Captain Joseph Rentfro and marched from Botetourt County on an expedition 
against the Cherokee Indians and when they arrived at Kinders Fort [?] on the head of the 
Holston River they were informed that they were not wanted on the expedition and were ordered 
to halt and guard Kinders Fort, and that he served on this tour three months.  That in the year 
1777 he volunteered under Captain Joseph Rentfro and went to the Lead Mines then in Botetourt 
County Virginia now in Wyth County [Wythe County] and was there stationed three months in 
guarding the same from the Indians and Tories in this tour he served three months –.  That in 
1778 he volunteered under Captain Joseph Rentfro for six months and started from Botetourt 
County in the State of Virginia to go to the mouth of the Kenhaway [Kanawha River?] against 
the Shawnee Indians and marched on until they arrived in Green brier [Greenbrier] County in the 
State of Virginia where they were informed that they were not wanted at the mouth of the 
Kenhaway he was then stationed in Green brier County at Vanbevers fort [? Van Metre's Fort?]  
And served out his time as an Indian Spy at this time he served six months. 
 That in 1780 he volunteered under Captain Samuel Eason and went to the lead mines 
which was very much exposed to the Indians and Tories and was there stationed three months as 
a guard at this time he served three months.  That in 1781 he volunteered under Colonel Lynch 
for three months and marched on to the lead mines and remained there for some time, he was 
then marched out against the Tories through a part of North Carolina, but they were stationed at 
the Lead mines and took small expeditions against the Tories.  That they frequently took Tories 
and brought them into the lead mines and had them tried, some were punished and others set at 
liberty; at this time he served three months.  That in 1782 he performed the like service at the 
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lead mines under Colonel Lynch in guarding the lead mines and caging Tories and bringing them 
in and delivering them up to the Officers at the lead mines.  That he never received any discharge 
except for one tour and that he has lost – that he was living in Botetourt County State of Virginia 
when he entered the service, and remained there until the year 1815 when he moved to Grayson 
County in the State of Kentucky and has lived there ever since.  – General Lewis and Colonel 
Barnell had the command of the militia, Colonel Lynch was in the service = = Jack Thomas, 
Isaac Thomas, William Cunningham, James H Wortham, William C Wortham, John Rogers, John 
S Foushee, George W Neighbours, Abraham Neighbours my present neighbours who can testify 
as to my character for veracity and their belief of my service as a soldier of the revolution.  That 
he has no documentary evidence and that he knows of no person whose testimony he can procure 
who can testify to his service. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state. 
Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 
       S/ Josiah Zerry 

      
[Charles H Stuteville, a clergyman, and John Rogers gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $73 per pound commencing March 4th, 1831, for 21 
months service as a private in the Virginia militia.] 


