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Pension application of Thomas Roberts S31334    f19VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     7/10/12 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the 
veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these events are included and 
genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  
Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations.  Also, 
dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of 
June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky Barren County & Circuit Sct. 
 On this 28th day of September 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the Judge 
of the Barren Circuit Court now sitting Thomas Roberts resident in the County of Barren & State 
of Kentucky, aged seventy years the 27th of October next, who being first duly sworn according 
to law doth on his oath make the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of 
Congress passed June 7th 1832.  That he entered the service of the United States under the 
following named officers and served as herein stated.  At the time he entered the service he lived 
in Brunswick County Virginia & in 1779 was drafted in his Division & entered the service in the 
Virginia militia under Captain Thomas Edmonds, Lieutenant Charles Lucas, General David 
Mason marched us from the place of Rendezvous Hicks Ford, to Stono the other side of 
Charleston South Carolina where we joined the Regular Army commanded by General Lincoln 
[Benjamin Lincoln].  He was in the battle of Stono [June 20, 1779], where he received a ball 
through his clothes.  On this Tour he was called out to serve six months after he got into South 
Carolina, & thinks he served about eight months from the time he started until his return.  From 
the battle of Stono he went home, being discharged by his Captain Tom Edmonds, by whom it 
was signed, but said Discharge is now lost or mislaid.  In this tour he served and acted as orderly 
Sergeant in Captain Edmonds Company. 
 He afterwards volunteered in 1780 under Colonel William Stith of Brunswick County in 
a Horse Company, finding his own horse, & equipages, and served he thinks, about one month 
and a half, when the orders which had been given were countermanded, & he returned home, the 
company to which he belonged being disbanded.  He served under the aforesaid Stith, who 
though called a Colonel, was then Captain.  He Company was disbanded at Elliott's Mill, being 
never properly officered. 
 In the same year he was called out on a tour of service for three months under Captain 
Edmond Williams of Brunswick County Lieutenant's name not remembered.  The rendezvous 
was Mackey's Mills, where he was taken out of the ranks to work as an artificer in a Black 
Smith's [blacksmith's] Shop to make spikes for floating Batteries & went with the Army no 
further; but served in the Smith's Shop until the three months expired, when he returned to 
Brunswick County. 
 During the time Cornwallis was besieged at York, He served [word written over and 
blurred] Company in collecting beeves for the Army, furnished his own horse & other 
necessaries.  The collection of the beeves was carried on under the Direction of Frederick Lucas 
& William Mitchell.  He served three months at this business.  He hereby relinquishes every 
claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the 
pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 
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 In answer to the Interrogatories prescribed by the War Department he saith that he was 
born in the year 1762 on the 27th of October in Amelia County Virginia & raised in Brunswick 
Virginia.  He has not now a Record of his age, but recollects it from what his parents told him.  
When called into the service, he was living in Brunswick County Virginia & lived there until 
about 24 or 25 years ago, when he moved to Barren County, where he has continued to live ever 
since.  The first time he was called into service he was drafted in his division, the second he was 
a volunteer in a horse company, the third he was drafted in his division and the fourth time the 
same way, that is it came to his turn in drawing the numbers in his Division.  At the Battle of 
Stono General Lincoln was a regular officer who served with the troops.  He knows Capt.  
Dogget [?] who was killed in the battle of Stono.  He cannot state the names of any regular 
officers because his service was chiefly with the militia.  He does not now recollect the names of 
any regiments, being with the Regular Army only at Stono he was very little acquainted with the 
regular establishment.  He received discharges but they are all now lost or mislaid so that it is 
entirely out of his power to produce them.  When orderly Sergeant he was appointed by the 
Captain & not commissioned.  In answer to the 7th question he would name Winn Malone, 
William Cook, William Dale, Burwell Lawless, Genl. John Gorin [?], Reuben Dale, William J 
Wood, Elias Smith, Christopher Tompkins & many others whom he could now name.  He has no 
Documentary evidence & knows of no person, whose testimony he can procure, who can testify 
to his services. 
 Subscribed & sworn to the day & year aforesaid 
      S/ Thos. Roberts 

       
[Lowry Bishop, a clergyman, and Wm F. Cook gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of Kentucky Barren County & Circuit SCt. 
 On this 26 day of March 1833 personally appeared in open court before the Judge of 
Barren Circuit Court now sitting Thomas Roberts a resident of the County aforesaid aged 70 
years the 27th of October 1832 who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath 
make the following Declaration, by way of amendment to an original Declaration heretofore, to 
wit, on the 28th day of September 1832, made before said court, in order to obtain the benefit of 
an act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That his said Declaration originally made out as aforesaid has been returned from the War 
Department with objections "V" and "XII" and for the purpose of [words too faint to discern] 
these objections he now amends.  That he entered the service of the United States and served as 
herein stated.  At the time he entered the service he lived in Brunswick County Virginia & in 
1779 was drafted in his Division & entered the service in the Virginia militia as an orderly 
Sergeant under Captain Thomas Edmonds, Lieutenant Charles Lucas, General David Mason 
marched us from the place of rendezvous, Hicks Ford, to Stono the other side of Charlestown, 
South Carolina, where he joined the Regular Army commanded by General Lincoln.  He was in 
the battle of Stono, where he received a ball through his clothes.  On this tour he was called out 
to serve 6 months after he got into South Carolina.  From the battle of Stono he went home, 
being discharged by Captain Thomas Edmonds by whom his discharge was signed.  On this tour 
he served at least 6 months as an orderly Sergeant. 
 He afterwards in 1780 volunteered in the Virginia militia as a Private of Cavalry under 



Colonel William Stith of Brunswick County Virginia finding his own horse and equipages and 
served at least one month, and a half to the best of his recollection, when the orders which had 
been given were countermanded & he returned home.  The company to which he belonged being 
disbanded.  He served under the aforesaid Stith, who they called a Colonel, was then Captain.  
This Company was disbanded at Elliott's Mill, being never properly officered, on this tour he 
served at least one month and a half as a private of Cavalry. 
 In the same year he was called out on a tour of service for 3 months under Captain 
Edmond Williams of Brunswick County.  Lieutenant's name not remembered.  The place of 
rendezvous was Mackey's Mill.  [Several words too faint to discern] he was taken out of the 
ranks to work as an artificer in a blacksmith shop to make spokes for floating batteries, and he 
went with the Army no further, but served as an artificer in the blacksmith shop for the full term 
of the three months at the expiration of which he returned home to Brunswick County. 
 During the time Cornwallis was besieged in York he served in a company in collecting 
beeves for the Army furnishing his own horse and other necessaries.  The collection of the 
beeves was carried on under the direction of Frederick Lucas and William Mitchell on this 
business he served three months as a private under said Lucas & Mitchell. 
 He has no documentary evidence nor does he know of any person whose testimony he 
can procure who can testify to his services.  He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a 
pension or annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the 
agency of any State.  In answer to the interrogatories prescribed by the War Department he saith: 
He was born 27th of October 1762 in Amelia County Virginia & raised in Brunswick County 
Virginia.  He has not now a record of his age, but calculates it from what his parents told him.  
When called into service, every time, he lived in Brunswick County Virginia, & lived there 
[indecipherable word] about 24 or 25 
[text carries on to the next page but the quality of the images so poor I have not tried to 
transcribe it.  It appears to me , however, to read word for word almost exactly the same as his 
1st application.] 
      S/ Thos. Roberts 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $46.25 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 
service as a private for three months in the Infantry, for one and a half months in the Cavalry and 
for six months as a Sergeant, all in the Virginia service.] 


