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Pension application of Joshua Hitchcock S31126    fn15NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 5/6/11 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some 
instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Where the 
meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no 
change has been made.  Corrections or additional notes have been inserted within 
brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A 
bracketed question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a 
guess by me.  Only materials pertinent to the military service of the veteran and to 
contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on 
these events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 
'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the application, and later nineteenth 
and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech 
recognition software to make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my 
southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all 
misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather 
than words are not corrected: for example, the software transcribes "the eighth of June 
one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky, County of Floyd 

On this 7th day of December 1833 personally appeared before James Davis one of 
the Justices of the peace in and for the said county of Floyd and in virtue thereof one of 
the Justices of the county court of Floyd Joshua Hitchcock aged 91 years who being first 
duly sworn according to law doth on his Oath makes the following Declaration order to 
obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June the 7th 1832. 

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named 
officers and served as herein stated. He first entered the service while he resided in the 
county of Guilford, state of North Carolina about the 10th day of December (but in what 
year he is not able to recollect). He met his company in the county of Rowan and under 
the command of Captain Frost (Christian name I think was Jonas) as a drafted soldier for 
a tour of 3 months. He marched on with his company under the command of Captain 
Frost to the town of Charlotte where Captain Frost with his company 4 or five other 
companies is also being there when we halted and staid 3 or 4 days waiting for General 
Rutherford [Griffith Rutherford] to come on and march us on to cross the North Carolina 
line. When General Rutherford came on and marched us on over the line dividing North 
and South Carolina which we crossed on the 24th day of December to the best of his 
recollection. He entered in this first tour as a militia soldier under the above named 
Captain Frost who also belonged to the militia of North Carolina. Colonel Andrew 
Hampton was the commanding colonel of the militia. Major Dickson was the major--
Lieutenant Isom Hancock [Isham Hancock?] was the lieutenant. James Lay the Ensign 
and Charles Dougherty the Sergeant of his (this applicant's) company. Colonel Lytle 
[Archibald Lytle] and Captain Lytle continental officers were also went along with us till 
we got to Charleston when they (Colonel Lytle and Captain Lytle) left us. From the North 
and South Carolina line we marched on to the town of Camden and crossed the Wateree 
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River and encamped and lay there several days about one mile from the river. From this 
camp near the Wateree [River] we marched on and crossed the Congaree River, and we 
camped near the river at Colonel Thompson's mill and lay there several days time not 
exactly recollected but we staid at Colonel Thompson's mill he thinks about 7 or 8 days. 
From here he was marched on by Monck's Corner and on within 12 miles of Charleston 
South Carolina and lay there 3 or 4 days encamped in the woods. From here he was 
marched on to Dorchester where we encamped for one night only. From Dorchester he 
was marched back and on to Charleston and encamped in sight of the town of Charleston 
in the woods at what was called the Smokey camps where we staid about a month or 
nearly so till on the 24th of February we entered Charleston, while we were in Charleston 
we were in Charleston we were employed he was compelled to stand sentinel 2 hours at a 
time with an intermission of 2 hours rest. On the 24th of March after staying in 
Charleston one month he received a discharge signed by Colonel Hampton which 
discharge has been lost thirty years or more but in what manner it was lost he does not 
know. One year from the September following after his first discharge he was again 
drafted in the Militia of North Carolina about the first of the month (September) but in 
what year he does not recollect. He still lived in Guilford County North Carolina where 
he was drafted the second time which was for a tour of 3 months. He met his company at 
Guilford Court house North Carolina immediately after his second draft where he arrived 
very early in the month of September he thinks not later than the 2nd or 3rd say of the 
month. He stayed at Guilford Court house 3 or 4 days waiting for the company to 
assemble, when the company all assembled which was about the 5th of September to the 
best of his recollection--Captain George Stewart of the militia took the command of the 
company, the name of the lieutenant of the company not recollected. He thinks there was 
none. Sergeant David Waddle was the Sergeant of the company. From Guilford 
courthouse he was marched on under the command of Stewart within a few miles of 
Cross Creek where we met with a company under the command of Captain Humphrey. 
Some short time after the companies under Captain Steward and Captain Humphrey we 
joined where we were encamped. One night a messenger came on from General 
Rutherford with orders to join him (General Rutherford) at headquarters on a small 
branch in the woods near what place he does not recollect but not far from Cross Creek. 
He marched our (the companies of Captain Stewart and Captain Humphrey continuing 
together) till we joined General Rutherford and after staying there one night he was 
marched on (General Rutherford having the chief command) and marched over the 
country in different directions never encamping more than two nights in one place. 
Waiting as he (this applicant heard it there said) for artillery to arrive to go on and storm 
Wilmington which was in the possession of some Scotch troops. News came of the 
evacuation of Wilmington and General Rutherford gave orders that such as wished to do 
so might receive a discharge and return home. He then received a discharge about the last 
of November or 1st of December the exact time he cannot recollect for a tour of 3 months 
which was signed Captain George Stewart and then went home to his residence in 
Guilford county North Carolina. In his first tour he was in the service 3 months and 14 
days and in the second tour 3 months or within 3 or 4 days of that time. He has no 
documentary evidence and he knows of no person whose testimony he can procure who 
can testify to his service. He hereby relinquishes every claim what ever to a person or 



annuity except the present and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the 
agency of any state. Sworn to and subscribed this day and year aforesaid.  
      Joshua X Hitchcock, X his mark 
[Interrogatories propounded by the Court as required by the War Department] 
1. Where and on what year were you born?  
Ans: I was born in or about the year 1742 or near that time though I cannot recollect the 
year with entire certainty in Baltimore county, state of Maryland where I lived till I was 
man grown.  
2. Have you any record of your age and if so where is it?  
Ans: I have no record of my age at this time. My father had a register of my age when I 
left Maryland but what has become of it I do not know. I only know my age from the best 
recollection I have. Being able having never known how to write or read writing in my 
life.  
3. Where were you living when called into service--where have you lived since the 
Revolutionary War and where do you now live? 
Ans: I lived in Guilford county North Carolina at the time I was first called into the 
service both on my first and second tours. I lived in Guilford county North Carolina for 
many years after the close of the Revolutionary War, when I removed to Floyd County, 
Kentucky. From Floyd County I removed to Whitley County KY and 3 or 4 years ago I 
removed back to Floyd County KY, where I now reside.  
4. How were you called into service, were you drafted, did you volunteer or were you a 
substitute and if a substitute for whom?  
Ans: I was drafted in both the tours I served. I never served as a volunteer or a substitute.  
5. State the names of some of the regular officers who were with the troops where you 
served; such continental and militia regiments as you can best recollect and the general 
circumstances of your services. 
Ans: I recollect no regular officers being with the troops where I served. Colonel Lytle 
and Captain Lytle were there, called Continental officers were with the troops during part 
of the time in my first tour. I think Major Dickson who united as my Major was in the 
first tour was a Continental officer. The general circumstances of my service are set forth 
in the above declaration but my memory has become so much impaired by age and 
infinity that I cannot recollect all the circumstances of my services.  
6. Did you ever receive a discharge from the service and if so by whom was it given and 
what has become of it?  
Ans: I received 2 discharges; one at the end of each of my tours both of which have been 
lost for thirty years but where they was lost I do not know. The first was signed by 
Captain Frost and the last by Captain Stewart. 
7. State the names of persons whom you are known in your present neighborhood and 
who can testify as to your charities for veracity and their belief of your services as a 
soldier of the Revolution.  
Ans: I will name the Reverend Ezekiel Stone and Samuel Rice. 
[Ezekiel Stone, a clergyman, Joshua Hitchcock and Samuel Rice gave the standard 
supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for 6 
months service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


