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[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for 

ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the database.  Also, the handwriting of the original 

scribes often lends itself to varying interpretations.  Users of this database are urged to view the 

original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the original scribe actually 

wrote.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. Folks are free to make 

non-commercial use this transcript in any manner they may see fit, but please extend the courtesy 

of acknowledging the transcriber—besides, if it turns out the transcript contains mistakes, the 

resulting embarrassment will fall on the transcriber.  I use speech recognition software to make 

all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate 

regularity and my poor proofreading fails to catch all misinterpretations. I welcome and 

encourage folks to call those and any other errors to my attention.] 

 

State of Tennessee Cocke County: On the 27th day of November 1832 

 Personally appeared before the Justice of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions for the 

County aforesaid Joseph Burk a resident of Cocke County & State of Tennessee aged seventy 

years who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following 

declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provisions made by the Act of Congress passed 

June 7th 1832. 

 That he entered the service of the United States as a volunteer under Captain John Sevier 

in the State of North Carolina and rendezvoused at Captain Shelbey's marched under the 

command of said Sevier passing by where Knoxville now stands in now the State of Tennessee, 

thence marching to where Kingston now stands on Tennessee River, crossing the said River in a 

secured his route home in the North Carolina again making a campaign of three months for 

which time he volunteered for.  Said applicant further states that he again entered the service of 

the United States and was drafted in North Carolina & marched under the command of Captain 

James Roddy that he rendezvoused at Charles Ash's on Watauga River in said State of North 

Carolina marched thence on to the State of South Carolina & stationed a week or 10 days at the 

High Hills of Santee and below the High Hills of Santee passed General Greene's Army and 

joined General Marion & served under said Marion until discharged making a campaign of three 

months for which time he was drafted said Applicant further states that he entered the service of 

the United States again as a hired a substitute in place of Moses Wallace for the Term of twelve 

months under the command of Major Joel Lewis & Captain Charles Gordon & Lieutenant __ 

Aksins & joined the service at Salisbury North Carolina under the aforesaid officers & stationed 

at Salisbury in order to guard prisoners & thence marched to C. Doudes on Haw River in said 

state thence to Raft Swamp in said State from thence Haw River to the Seven Islands there 

received a Furlough to go home and then discharged & the said Applicant has so misplaced his 

discharges that they now cannot be obtained & has no documentary Evidence and that he knows 

of no person whose Testimony he can procure who can Testify to his service. 

 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 

and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any State. 

 Sworn & subscribed the day & year aforesaid 

      S/ Joseph Burk, X his mark 

http://www.southerncampaign.org/pen/


Sworn to in open court 

S/ G. M. Foster, Clerk 

[William Vinson & Enoch Netherton gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 

 

[fn p.  33] 

 Amended Declaration of Joseph Burk of Cocke County and State of Tennessee 

State of Tennessee Cocke County: SS July 9th 1833 

 Said Applicant states that he was born in the year 1763 in the State of Virginia & states 

that he has no record of his age. 

 That he was living in the State of North Carolina when he was called into the service, and 

since the Revolutionary war has resided in the State of Tennessee & where he now lives. 

 That he volunteered in the year of 1779 for three months first under Captain John Sevier 

and second for three months again under Captain Roddy & General Marion and served at the age 

of 17 as stated in his original Declaration. 

 Said applicant states that his third tour of service was as a Substitute for Moses Wallace 

for the time of 12 months under the command of Major Lewis & Captain Gordon etc. in the State 

of North Carolina in the year of 1780 as a private. 

 That he received a discharge from the service first from Captain Sevier, second from 

Captain Roddy third discharge from Major Joel Lewis but have lost said discharges. 

 Said applicant states he served as a private & his aggregate services were 18 months & 

that his services were performed in North Carolina & South Carolina & part of his first tour of 

service under Captain John Sevier was in the State of Tennessee passing the places where 

Knoxville & Kingston now stands though this may have been at the time North Carolina & and 

that he served with an embodied Corps called into service by competent authority & that he was 

not employed at the time in any civil pursuit. 

 Declarant states that William Benson and Enoch Netherton have certified as to their 

belief of said applicant's veracity & concur with many other gentlemen said applicant's 

neighborhood that he was a soldier of the Revolution. 

 Said Applicant states that no clergyman resides in his neighborhood who certificate could 

be obtained. 

 Said Applicant has procured the clerks seal having no public seal of office he has 

obtained the certificate of John Blair a member of Congress proving the official character & 

signature of Clerk. 

 Sworn to and subscribed 9th July 1833. 

        S/ Joseph Burk, X his mark 

 

 

[fn p. 30] 

Amended Declaration of Joseph Burk Cocke County Tennessee 

State of Tennessee Cocke County: 12th November 1833 

 Said Applicant states that his third Tour of service when he was a substitute for Moses 

Wallace was under the command of Major Lewis & Captain Gordon & that he entered said Tour 

of service in September 1780 and served nine months as substitute for said Wallace & then 

received a Furlough, went home & in two or three weeks after said furlough was granted said 

applicant received a Discharge. 

 Said Applicant states that his services in the Army of the Revolution was for 15 months 



 First Term a volunteer under Captain Sevier for three months.   

 Second Term drafted under Captain Roddy for three months. 

 Third Term a substitute under Captain Gordon for twelve months or served only nine 

months & got a furlough. 

    Aggregate 15 months 

 Said applicant knows of no person whose testimony he can procure who can testify to his 

services. 

 Said applicant states he was a private in the Army 

Said Applicant states that he has no documentary Evidence of his Claim that he received three 

several discharges but has lost them. 

Sworn & subscribed the 12th of November 1833 before me William Odel Acting Justice of the 

peace for Cocke County Tennessee 

 In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand & seal the day & year last above 

written. 

     S/ Wm Odel. JP 

 

[fn p.  4: on June 30, 1855 in Cobb County Tennessee, Joseph Burk, 90, filed for his bounty land 

entitlement identifying himself as the identical applicant who was pensioned under the above 

application.] 

 

[On June 28, 1856 in Cocke County Tennessee, Mary Burk, 70, gave testimony that she is the 

widow of Joseph Burk; that he filed for his bounty land entitlement; that he died February 19, 

1856 at his residence in Cocke County Tennessee; that a warrant was issued to him in his name 

for 160 acres of land in June 1856; that she married her husband about the year 1811 in Cocke 

County Tennessee, that they were married by John McNabb a justice of the peace; that her name 

prior to her marriage was Mary Mantooth; that she makes this testimony in order to obtain the 

bounty land to which he may be entitled as well as any pension to which he may be entitled 

under the 1853 act.] 

 

[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $20 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for six 

months service as a private in the North Carolina militia.] 


