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Pension application of John True S30746     f24VA 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    12/27/11: rev'd 10/21/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
State of Kentucky Oldham County SS} 
 On this 19th day of November in the year 1832 personally appeared in open Court before 
James S. Crutchfield, Washington Carter, & John Sibley [?] the justices of the County Court of 
Oldham of said State John True aged 79 years a resident Citizen of said County & being first 
duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain 
the benefit of the Act of Congress passed the 7th day of June 1832 – viz. I John True being duly 
sworn do hereby state that I am now 79 years of age that I was born in the County of Culpeper 
and State of Virginia and resided in Spotsylvania County of said state when the revolutionary 
War commenced and served my Country in said war as follows viz. In the spring of the year 
1780 (the month I cannot recollect) I was drafted in Captain John Hines [?] company of Colonel 
George Stubblefield [Regiment] of the Virginia militia for three months and marched to 
Williamsburg and from there to the Rappahannock River where we were stationed as a guard to 
prevent the British from landing and we continued there until my time expired and I was 
honorably discharged and again in the last of May 1781 I was again drafted in Captain John 
Leagues [sic, probably John Legg’s] Company (of Fredericksburg) in Colonel William 
McWilliams Regiment of the Virginia militia and we marched into Albemarle and joined General 
Wayne [Anthony Wayne] at the Raccoon Ford on Rappahannock, and after the militia had 
collected Lord Cornwallis retired to Little York and we pursued him and besieged him and I was 
taken sick a short time before the he surrendered [October 19th, 1781].  I was in a hospital within 
ten miles, as my time had expired, after his capture [I] was discharged and honorably discharged, 
having served upwards of six months of faithful service, and I further state that I do not know of 
any person except my brother Larkin True of Harrodsburg Kentucky and one other man by 
whom I can prove my services in this State and I am so old that I cannot search after them.  I 
further state that I have no documentary evidence by which I can prove my age or services 
having long since lost my discharges.  I hereby relinquish all claim which I have to any pension 
or annuity except the present and I am not now a pensioner of the United States in any State.  
Witness my hand this 19th day of November 1832 
       S/ John True 

        
[William Hawkins, a clergyman, and Larkin Garrett gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $30 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for nine 
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months service as a private in the Virginia militia.] 
 
[Facts in file:  In a letter dated December 11, 1843 reference is made to the death of the veteran 
on April 2, 1835 and the death of his widow Margaret on the 22nd of the same month.  In that 
same letter there is reference to the daughter of the veteran, Maria W True and her husband John 
True.  Maria is referred to as one of the children of the veteran but no other children are 
identified by name in the file.] 
 
[Note:  Thanks to John Bunnell for pointing out Capt. John Legg as the probable correct identity 
of “John League” and several other errors in the transcript.] 


