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Pension application of Robert Newton S30618    f24NC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves     rev'd 6/25/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
[p 4] 
State of Kentucky, County of Hopkins} SS 
 On this 13th day of August 1832 personally appeared in open Court before the Justices of 
the County Court of Hopkins County aforesaid now sitting Robert Newton a resident in the 
County & State aforesaid aged eighty-five years who being first duly sworn according to law 
doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of 
Congress passed June 7th 1832. 
 That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and 
served as herein stated. 
 He states that he was born on the 10th day of January 1747 in Bucks County in the State 
of Pennsylvania & removed to Mecklenburg County North Carolina in 1775 and in September in 
that year volunteered under Captain James Houston of said County of the North Carolina Militia 
and marched thence under Col. Thomas Polk of said County to the Congaree River where they 
joined General Richardson [Richard Richardson] of South Carolina & marched on Ninety Six in 
said State of South Carolina then besieged by the Tories – before they reached Ninety Six they 
received intelligence that the siege had been raised – they then marched in pursuit of the Tories 
to the head of Reedy River South Carolina – where they came up with them & captured a 
number of them, he (said Newton) was then discharged and returned home where he arrived at 
last day of December 1775, he received no written discharge – this was called the Snowy 
Campaign. 
 He states that in January 1776 in the County of Mecklenburg aforesaid he volunteered 
under Captain William Hoaggins [William Huggins] and Colonel Thomas Polk & marched 
thence against the Scotch Tories on Cross Creek in North Carolina – when [we] arrived within 
about 10 miles of Cross Creek we received intelligence that the Tories had been attacked & 
defeated [Battle of Moore’s Creek Bridge, February 27, 1776] by Colonel Caswell [Richard 
Caswell] of North Carolina, was discharged and returned home where he arrived 10th day of 
March 1776 – he received no written discharge – this was called the Scotch Campaign. 
 He states that about the middle of March 1776 in the County of Mecklenburg aforesaid he 
again volunteered under Captain Hoaggins and Col. Polk aforesaid & marched thence through 
Salisbury to Cross Creek, thence through Wilmington to Brunswick where he was stationed some 
time & had a skirmish with the watering parties of the enemy almost every day – the enemy's 
Fleet lay at that time of Fort Johnson – was discharged and arrived at home in the midst of week 
harvest about the middle of June 1776 – received no written discharge. 
 Near the last of June 1776 in the County of Mecklenburg aforesaid he volunteered under 
Captain William Hoaggins aforesaid & Colonel Ezekiel Polk of South Carolina & marched 
thence to Wofford's Fort on Lawson's fork of Pacolet River in South Carolina and after remaining 
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there some time we marched to Princes Fort on the same River and served on many scouts 
against the Cherokee Indians – was discharged and arrived at home near the last of July 1776 
received no written discharge. 
 *He states that on the eighth day of August 1776 in the County of Mecklenburg aforesaid 
he volunteered under Captain William Hoaggins aforesaid & Colonel Adam Alexander & 
Lieutenant Colonel John Fifer [sic, John Phifer] of said County – marched thence through 
Charlotte across the Catawba River, thence to Casses [?] Fort on said River, thence to the 
Cherokee Nation, aided in killing some Indians & in destroying several Towns was discharged 
and arrived on near last of October 1776 – this expedition was commanded by General 
Rutherford of North Carolina. 
*In this tour he acted in the capacity of a Teamster & claims nothing for it. 
 He states that in the year 1780 in Mecklenburg aforesaid he was drafted & served with 
Captain Reed of said County – he joined General Sumpter [sic, Thomas Sumter] on Fishing 
Creek in South Carolina, marched thence to the Hanging Rock, was in the battle at that place on 
Sunday the 6th day of August 1780 – his Captain Reed, was wounded in said battle – taken 
prisoner & died shortly afterwards-- He saw Major Davie at that place. 
 After the battle aforesaid he was marched to the Waxhaw Meeting house & was 
discharged near that & returned home – he does not recollect the length of this tour – but 
believes it was ten days – he received no written discharge. 
 He states that in the year 1781 in Mecklenburg County aforesaid he was drafted for three 
months under Captain John Foster – of said County and marched thence to Charlotte & was there 
ordered back to attend to the Tories in which service he continued during his term – he served 
principally on Lynches Creek in South Carolina -- & the adjacent Country – he received no 
written discharge. 
 He states that after the conclusion of the war he continued to reside in Mecklenburg 
County aforesaid until the year 1799 when he removed to Buncombe County in North Carolina, 
thence removed to the County of Hopkins Kentucky in 1805 where he now resides. 
 He states he has no documentary evidence and knows of no person whose testimony he 
can procure who can testify to his services. 
 He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present 
and declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the Agency of any State. 
 Sworn to & subscribed the day & year aforesaid. 
     S/ Robert Newton, X his mark 
[James Robeson, a clergyman, and John Phipps gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
State of Kentucky, Hopkins County 
 Personally appeared before me the undersigned a Justice of the peace in and for the 
County of Hopkins aforesaid Robert Newton of said County who being duly sworn deposeth & 
saith that by reason of old age and the consequent loss of memory he cannot swear positively as 
to the precise length of his service but according to the best of his recollection he served not less 
than the periods mentioned below and the following grades: For eleven months and twenty days 
I served as a private in the war of the Revolution and for such service I claim a pension. 
 Said Robert Newton further states on oath in answer to the seventh interrogatory 
propounded by the Secretary of war “that he is known to James Robeson and John Phipps of his 
present neighborhood and that they can and have testified as to his (the said Newton's) character 
for veracity and their belief of his services as a soldier of the Revolution. 
 Given under my hand the first day of January 1833. 
      S/ Samuel Morton, JP 
 



[p 21] 
Kentucky Hopkins County} SS 
 Personally appeared before me the undersigned a Justice of the Peace in and for the 
County of Hopkins aforesaid Robert Newton of said County who being duly sworn deposeth & 
saith that by reason of old age and the consequent loss of memory he cannot swear positively as 
to the precise length of his service but according to the best of his recollection he served not less 
than the periods mentioned below in the following grades.  For eleven months and twenty days I 
served as a private in the war of the Revolution and for such service I claim a pension. 
 Said Robert Newton further states on oath in answer to the seventh interrogatory 
propounded by the Secretary at war “that he is known to James Robeson and John Phipps of his 
present neighborhood and that they can and have testified as to his (the said Newton’s] character 
for veracity and their belief of his services as a soldier of the Revolution.” 
Given under my hand this 1st day of January 1833 
    S/ Samuel Morton, JP 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $38.88 per annum commencing March 4, 1831, for service 
as a private for 11 months and 26 days in the North Carolina militia.] 


