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Pension application of Roan (Rowan, Rowland) Thomas S22015   f11SC 
  Transcribed by Will Graves    10/9/09: rev'd 3/8/17 
[Methodology:  Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease of reading and to facilitate searches of the 
database.  Where the meaning is not compromised by adhering to the spelling, punctuation or grammar, no change has been made.  Corrections or 
additional notes have been inserted within brackets or footnotes.  Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect blanks in the original. A bracketed 
question mark indicates that the word or words preceding it represent(s) a guess by me.  The word 'illegible' or 'indecipherable' appearing in 
brackets indicates that at the time I made the transcription, I was unable to decipher the word or phrase in question.  Only materials pertinent to 
the military service of the veteran and to contemporary events have been transcribed. Affidavits that provide additional information on these 
events are included and genealogical information is abstracted, while standard, 'boilerplate' affidavits and attestations related solely to the 
application, and later nineteenth and twentieth century research requests for information have been omitted.  I use speech recognition software to 
make all my transcriptions.  Such software misinterprets my southern accent with unfortunate regularity and my poor proofreading skills fail to 
catch all misinterpretations.  Also, dates or numbers which the software treats as numerals rather than words are not corrected: for example, the 
software transcribes "the eighth of June one thousand eighty six" as "the 8th of June 1786."  Please call material errors or omissions to my 
attention.] 
 
South Carolina Marion District 
 On this the 13th day of October A.D. 1834 personally appeared in open Court at Marion 
Court House, before the Judge thereof, Rowan Thomas, aged Eighty-four years, who upon oath 
made the following Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 
7th 1832.  That he was born in North Carolina, on the Roanoke [River] on the 12th day of March 
1850 -- his age was recorded in a Testament now at deponent's house in Marion District -- that he 
entered the Service of the United States in the year 1776 as a regular soldier, enlisted under 
Captain William Mason, 2nd Regiment under the [indecipherable word] direction of General 
Moultrie [William Moultrie] -- Isaac Motte was Colonel in the said Regiment.  Served for 2 
years & a half under Captain John Blake -- Captain Mason was but a recruiting officer.  -- 
deponent was at the Battle on Sullivan's Island [June 28, 1776] which was the only general Battle 
he was in during this term of deponent's service.  -- was frequently engaged in small Scouts & 
had many skirmishes which need no particular recital.  In the latter part of the year 1778 he was 
drafted by Captain Nettles [William Nettles] of the militia & served under him as a private 2 
months.  In this time he marched down to Santee, Beaufort, & Charleston under the direction of 
Colonel Baxter [Jacob Baxter] but had no particular engagement as deponent recollects.  At the 
expiration of that term of service, deponent returned to Marion & was drafted again in the militia 
service by Captain Shadrach Munnerlyn -- marched down again to Santee, Moncks Corner, 
Goose Creek, Santee, where he was discharged after having served at that time one month.  In 
the latter part of the same year he served one month under Captain John Smith, down in the 
neighborhood of Santee River, under the direction of General Marion [Francis Marion].  In the 
year 1780 he served 2 months under Captain Joseph Greaves in the same manner as the last 
above mentioned service.  In the latter part of the same year, he served two other months under 
the same officer at different points on the Santee River and the adjacent Country, wherever it was 
rendered necessary by the orders of his superior officers.  In the year 1781 served one other 
months in the manner last mentioned under Captain Valentine Rowel [Valentine Rowell].  He 
also served at other times during the same year & the year subsequent, but deponent cannot 
recollect the officers’ names nor the precise places where the services were performed, with 
sufficient accuracy to charged them in his declaration.  He well recollects that he served at any & 
all times he was afterwards called upon & never refused to obey the call of his Country.  He 
swears positively to 2 1/2 years as a regular, & to 9 months as a private in the militia Service.  He 
further swears that during the time the above service was performed he was not engaged in any 
civil pursuit but was under the orders & directions of military officers who disowned the 

http://revwarapps.org/
http://revwarapps.org/


command over him.  -- That he was either in the field or in Garrison.  -- that he has lost all his 
discharges that he has been living in Marion ever since the war until the present time.  He hereby 
renounces all claim whatever to any pension except the present & declares that his name is not 
on the Pension Roll of the agency of any State. 
      S/ Roan Thomas 

       
 Sworn to in open court & subscribed before made this 13th of October 1834 
S/ Edward B. Wheeler, CCP   
[Edward Herrin, a clergyman, and Edward B. Wheeler gave the standard supporting affidavit.] 
 
[Veteran was pensioned at the rate of $80 per annum commencing March 4th, 1831, for service as 
a private for 2 years in the South Carolina Continental line.] 


